
Overview Dave Mussar's Presentation at the Oct.26, 2002 ODS Meeting  

 

The monthly ODS meetings provide a great opportunity for local hybridizers to 

talk about their programs and show slides of their gardens.  This was again the 

case at the October 26th meeting when we had the opportunity to hear an 

excellent presentation by Dave Mussar, a new member of the ODS and clearly 

someone who has very quickly gotten hooked into daylilies.  Dave is not new to 

hybridizing. Prior to getting involved in daylilies he grew and hybridized orchids 

for many years in his basement. However, as Dave pointed out it is more 

satisfying to hybridize daylilies since you get to see the flowers of your new 

seedling in two years whereas with orchids you have to wait at as long as five 

years before you start seeing what you have created.  And while Dave is 

interested in hybridizing daylilies it was clear from his talk that he is also 
interested in the people behind the daylilies.  Dave is particularly interested in the 

programs of Brother Charles Reckamp and Oscie Whatley and has acquired many 

of their introductions.  Both of these hybridizers have created some lovely hardy 

daylilies that make ideal parents for future hybridizing here in the Great White 

North.  (And as I sit here writing this overview it looks like the Great White North 

outside.)  Dave showed slides of some of his recent acquisitions, including TYLER 

TWO and TIPPY CANOE, two very impressive pinks from Whatley.  And we had 

the opportunity to see slides of his very extensive and impressive perennial 

garden.  One slide was particularly interesting. It showed perennials being moved 

aside to make room for more daylilies. Where have we seen that before?  Dave 

went on to talk about his interest in developing speckled daylilies and he showed 

a number of slides of the parents he is using. All in all, a very impressive and 
interesting talk.  
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