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O.D.S. & Ends 

Hi Daylily Fans! 
 
With that another daylily season is in the books.  There are just a few pods remaining in 
the garden waiting to be picked.  In truth there aren't that many daylilies left in the gar-
den as hundreds of cultivars and seedlings have been dug and moved over to our new 
house.  Many are still waiting to be replanted and I expect to have a very busy October 
(in my spare time!). 
 
Your Ontario Daylily Society had another successful year.  The Can-Am Classic in April 
and the ODS Fall Classic just past are the largest and best attended events of their type 
in Canada.  They featured presentations by the biggest names in northern hybridizers 
and have introduced a number of up and comers too.  We have learned about garden 
design, plants to complement our daylily collections and were entertained above all!  The 
ODS was well represented at the Region 4 Garden Tour hosted by the Buffalo Area 
Daylily Society and the bus trip was a blast!  We will be bussing to the Regional next 
year in Albany NY so plan to attend and you won't regret it.  The annual picnic returned 
to We're In the Hayfield Now daylily garden after a several year absence.  Henry Lorrain 
is a great host and the garden was in fabulous form. 
Thanks Henry! 
 
We have added to our collections and with the abundant rain this summer many of our 
plants performed better than ever.  It certainly showed me the benefit of regular rainfall - 
great scapes and rebloom too!  We voted for our favourite performers and for the 3rd 
year running Bryan Culver's Spirit Zone was the top vote getter. 
Congratulations Bryan! 
 
Our October and November monthly meetings will close out the year and I urge you to 
come and join us at the RBG.  We have been fortunate to have many of our members 
step forward willing to share their gardens with us. Come out and hear Gary Carlson on 
October 17th and Brian and Diane Jones at our holiday-fest November 21st. 
 
All businesses and organizations, including non-profit ones like our's need to evolve and 
change with the times and the needs of the members.  If you have ideas, suggestions or 
comments, please let members of your executive know.  This is your club.  We look for 
your participation and hope that we are meeting your needs.  Let us hear from you! 
 
All the best. 
 
Dave Mussar 

President’s Message— 
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From the Membership Chairperson 

 A reminder - your membership 
expiry date is the first line on the 
address label of your ODS newslet-
ter. I will send a renewal notice 30 to 
60 days prior to your expiry date. If 
you have e-mail and have not 
renewed by your expiry date we will 
send a gentle reminder, but truly it is 
up to you as a member to renew your 
membership on a timely basis. If your 
membership is not renewed within 60 
days of your expiry date your name is 
removed from our Membership Ros-
ter.  Barbara White 

ODS MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

 
  

Members please send cheques  

 payable to 0.D.S. to  

Ontario Daylily Society 

Barbara White 

6798 9th Line 

Beeton, ON LOG 1AO 

 ODS CONTACTS 2009 

President  

Dave Mussar 

New Address TBA 

Phone: 519-822-9783 

Email:  david.mussar@sympatico.ca 

 

Vice President 

 Faye Collins,  

4745 Country Lane Road, R.R#2 

Whitby, On LIP IY6 

Phone: (905) 655-9695 

Email madgardener23@hotmail.com   

 

Treasurer 

 Ross Dettweiler 

5003 Fountain Street North 

RR 2 Breslau ON N0B 1M0 

Phone: (519) 648-2408 

Email: Dettweiler@sympatico.ca 

 

Secretary 

Gabriele Dettweiler 

5003 Fountain Street North 

RR 2 Breslau ON N0B 1M0 

Phone: (519)648-2408 

Email: Dettweiler@sympatico.ca 

 

Director at Large 

Barbara White,  

6798 9th Line 

Beeton, ON LOG 1AO 

Phone (905 729-2718) 

Email: barbara.white@hughes.net 

 

Directors 

Betty Fretz 

6729 Leslie Lane, R.R. #3 

Moorefield, On NOG 2KG 

Phone: (519) 638-3937 

Email: betty@floralandhardy.ca 

 

Michael Garry Patterson  

Box 485 

Sunderland ON L0C 1H0 

Phone (705)-357-2703 

Email :mhairi@sympatico.ca  

 

Jenny-Lynn Gasparek 

4 Queen Street,  

Brooklin  ON L1M 1C5 

(905) 655-8065 

Email:daylilycrazy@gmail.com  

 

Librarians 

Brian & Diane Jones 

18 Pearl Drive 

Greenbank, ON LOC IBO 

Phone: (905) 985-7816 

Email: diane.brian@gmail.com 

  

 Newsletter 

Betty Fretz 

6729 Leslie Lane, R.R. #3 

Moorefield, On NOG 2KG 

Phone: (519) 638-3937  

Fax 519.638.2348 

Email: betty@floralandhardy.ca  

 

Membership 

Barbara White 

6798 9th Line 

Beeton, ON LOG 1AO 

Phone (905 729-2718) 

Email:: barbara.white@hughes.net  

 

Webmaster 

Michaela Fotheringham  

15 Broad Oak Court 

Dundas ON L9H 7A1 

(905) 627-4848 

Email: rfotheringham@sympatico.ca 

 

Past President 

Maureen Strong 

48 Lakeshore Road 

Stoney Creek, ON L8E 5C7 

Phone: (905) 643-3271 

Email: mstrong@cogeco.ca 

 

The people listed on these two col-
umns have volunteered to work on 
behalf of the club, in its’ and your best 
interest.  The most wonderful thing 
you can do is to provide feedback 
and input, volunteer your time and 
energies for the betterment of our 
group.             Ed/emf 

Individual 1 year $15 

 Family 1 year $20 

Individual 3 year $40 

Family 3 year $50 

Annual Youth $8 

 

Welcome to our two new members 
this month! 

Peggy-Anne Pineau, Halifax, N.S. 

Debbie Oxby, Moorefield ON  

mailto:daylilycrazy@gmail.com
mailto:diane.brian@gmail.com
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SPARHAM, Diane Pearl Unexpectedly, on September 10, 2009, Diane passed away 

at the General Hospital, at the age of 63, after a brief illness. Beloved wife of James, loving 

mother of Belinda (John), James Jr. (Jenn) and Brian. Diane and Jim have a dog grooming 

business in Stoney Creek, so Jim has been doing double duty looking after all the pups. I 

love their sign, says "in like a tramp, out like a champ" or something like that. I know that 

lots of pooches will miss her dearly too.  Many of you may not know that Diane was the 

inspiration behind the envelope game for the fundraising at Can-Am's for the bus trips to 

the regional meetings for the last two years. Many also may not know her because Satur-

day is prime time for bad-hair pooches, so she and Jim often couldn't attend regular meet-

ings. Diane was so totally enthusiastic about getting more ODS member to participate in 

regional meetings, and adamant in making it possible by encouraging support for the 

cause. She's been a generous donor and an encouragement to others to support these 

trips. Last year, Diane had, in her words, a "small" stroke, that prevented her and Jim of 

course, from joining us for the Nashua R4/08 adventure. She was bound and determined 

to be on the R4/09 Buffalo Safari and proudly showed her new passport at the border. On the 

bus trip home, Diane glowed with the memories.   

Her passing leaves a hole in our hearts and in our club.  

Diane Sparham 

In Memoriam 

If you would like 

to enjoy the 

photos in colour 

and better reso-

lution, check out 

the Newsletter 

on our website.   
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Why did I go on the Buffalo 

Bus?  

Hi Betty.. I had several rea-
sons for attending!   

1. I really needed more 
Northern Daylilies...and a 
quick easy way to get them 
back to Oakville!!   

 2.  I was eager to hear very 
detailed  Hybridizing stories.  

 3. I was curious as to the 
Politics of  Region 4 and 
AHS, which one was able to 
glean from the experienced 
folks! (Like Dave Mussar)!  

4. I had to get to know Bar-
bara White , Betty Fretz and 
Howard Hansford!!   

 5.  I had to listen and 
be  entertained by Bryan 
Culver jokes.   

 6.  I was very interested in 
the garden tours that Mau-
reen was arranging.  They 
were a success and congrats 
to Maureen for doing such a 
great job of organizing these. 

 7. Bus rides are comfort-
able, entertaining, and a way 
to chat it up with other ODS 
folks. 

 8.  Looking Forward to Bus 
ride to Albany!!   Dean Sane 

 

 

 

 

1 Spirit Zone 

2 Ruby Spider 

3 Dragon So 

4 Jade Princess 

5 Bela Lugosi 

6 Fooled Me 

7 Lord Trickster 

8 Victoria Park 

9 Webster's Pink Wonder 

10 All American Chief 

11 Beautiful Edgings 

12 Primal Scream 

13 South Seas 

14 Victorian Lace 

15 Mabou 

16 Moonlit Masquerade 

17 North Wind Dancer 

18 Red Volunteer 

19 Rose Electra 

POP Poll Region 4 2009 top 19 

 

 

Tissue Culture does not al-

ways have a happy ending.  

Which Hybridizer is 

represented by 6 of 

the top 19 in the pop 

poll?   
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http://greenbankseagrave.50webs.com/Tour2009/

Jones.htm                   Check out their site.   

Speakers November 21 
Diane and Brian Jones,  
18 Pearl Dr 
Greenbank 

Brian and Diane Jones moved to 
Greenbank 13 years ago with only 
two gardens of impatiens, petu-
nias and purple iris. Now there 
are over twenty gardens contain-
ing 400 registered daylilies, 150 
hostas, 40 heucheras and over 
100 different varieties of perenni-
als and three mini goldfish ponds . 
Daughter Lauren (age 11) collects 
clematis. This winter was hard on 
her clematis collection and she 
lost four clematis. Brian, Diane, 
Emily and Lauren all hybridize 
daylilies and they have moved 
over 300 daylily seedlings to 
Brian's parents farm south of Bal-
sam. They have not yet registered 
any of their own daylilies with the 
Hemerocallis Society, but hope to 
in the near future.  

 

 

Emily, Lauren and Diane Jones with Brian Culver evaluating cultivars—she’ll take them all!!. 

Not Just Petunias 
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ODS Fall Classic & annual business meeting 
 
Hi Everybody, 
 
Still catching up on things following the ODS Fall Classic and for those of you who missed the meeting you not 
only missed out on a lot of fun but there were some real bargains in the auction. 
 
Our speakers were dynamic.  Paul Owen is a very high energy guy who just a few years ago moved a transport 
trailer load of plants (70,000 lbs!) from Pennsylvania to North Carolina where he has created a jewel of a garden.  
His hybridizing program didn't skip a beat and he strives to maintain dormancy in his lines.  Bobbie Brooks is a 
professional garden designer and daylily hybridizer who shared her own garden and some of the estates she 
works on with us not to mention her latest intros including a 2010 yet to be named that was in the auction.  Tom & 
Kathy Rood entertained us with their garden, its history and their his 'n hers breeding program.  Dugald Cameron 
from Garden Import the mail order nursery advised us on his recommendations for bulbs to be included in our 
daylily gardens. 
 
We mixed in a little fun with the ODiuS Award for minimalization in daylilies (you have to be there to understand).  
Karin Jonasson applied a liberal dose of PhotoShop to some of the entries - I loved H. Old Bleary Eyes!  The 
ODS Popularity Poll winners for 2009 were announced and for the 3rd year running Bryan Culver's Spirit Zone 
was the top vote getter.  Full results will be posted on the website. 
 
We had some serious moments as well when members voted on the seedlings submitted for the Lycett Award for 
Hybridizing.  Our members are doing some great things in the breeding patch!  We remembered Diane Sparham 
who passed away shortly before the meeting.  Diane was one of the driving forces organizing the bus trips to the 
Regional meetings and was able to participate for the first time this summer as the ODS bus went to Buffalo. 
 
There was a surprise announcement as well.  Bryan Culver was named as the first recipient of the Region 4 Hy-
bridizer Award as voted on by members of the Region for his plant 'Spirit Zone'.  Clearly this plant is popular be-
yond the members of the ODS. Congratulations Bryan! 
 
The biggest item of business at our annual club meeting was the election of the 4 Director positions on the club 
executive.  The four incumbents, Betty Fretz, John Clarke, Jenny Gasparek and Director at Large Barbara White 
had all agreed to stand for an additional 2 year term of office.  Garry Patterson was nominated from the floor for 
one of the positions and accepted the nomination.  A vote was declared. John Clarke indicated that he would step 
aside however as a vote was declared we did go through a balloting procedure.  In the end, Garry was voted in 
and John was able to step down.  The ODS would like to thank John for his contributions as a club director for the 
past 2 years.  Thanks John!  Welcome to Garry and thank you to all the others who agreed to stay on.  
A meeting like this does not take place without a great deal of help from many people.  I would like to recognize 
and thank Gabriele and Ross Dettweiler who are the club's secretary and treasurer respectively for the great job 
they did as registrars for the meeting, communicating with all the attendees and printing and putting together the 
registration packages.  I'd like to thank Nick White who was unable to attend but still was able to put together the 
auction list, the silent auctions and PowerPoint presentation which is a very big job at these events with changes 
right up to the last minute!  Thanks to Faye Collins and Jenny Gasparek for looking 
after the sales table and organizing the auction plants.  John Clarke looked after 
the 50/50 draw, Mike Georges for the Lycett Award and Brian & Diane Jones for 
the magazine exchange - thanks guys!  A very big thank you to all of you who do-
nated plants to the auction and sales table, items and gifts as door prizes - you 
know who you are!!!  Thanks also to our speakers who took the time to be with us 
and prepare those fabulous presentations.  Last but certainly not least, I'd like to 
thank all of you who joined us at this event.  These programs are for you as mem-
bers, not only to see the latest and greatest and having an opportunity to add these 
great plants to your gardens but also for you to get to know each other, share your 
stories and gardens with others.  It has been said many times that they come for 
the flower but we stay for the people!   All the best. 
 
Dave Mussar 

 

 

http://www.ontariodaylily.on.ca/Picnic 2009/images/34_jpg.jpg
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Ontario Daylily Society  
Calendar Subject to change without notice 

November 21, 2009 @ 10am ODS meeting - Royal Botanical Gardens, 
Rooms 1 & 2 upstairs, Plains Road, Burlington. Speaker Brian and Diane 
Jones; Bring Christmas exchange gift, and seeds for Maureen 

(ODS Board Meeting immediately following meeting November 21st.to 
be done by 2:00pm) 

2010  

January 2 ODS Newsletter Deadline 

January 16  ODS Meeting RBG 

January 22-24 Midwinter Congress—Nashville TN 

February 20 ODS Meeting RBG 

March 17-21 Canada Blooms  - volunteer  

April 2 ODS Newsletter Deadline 

April 30-May 2  ODS CAN AM—Mississauga 

May 26-29  AHS National Valdosta Georgia 

May 29  ODS DL Babysitting meeting RBG lower rooms 

July 2-4 OHIO Mecca tour Dayton OH 

July 16-18 R4/10 Bus to Albany A CAPITAL AFFAIR 

August 7  ODS Summer Picnic  Potting Shed 

September 17, 18 ODS Fall Classes 

October 2 ODS Newsletter Deadline 

October 16 ODS Meeting RBG 

November 20 ODS Meeting RBG—Christmas! 
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My Time at the Reg 4 Daylily Safari – by Wendy Nicholds 

Hello all my fellow daylily enthusiasts,   My first year as a rookie Hemerocallis Garden Judge, was won-

derful, daylily bloom season took on a new meaning.  I spent most of my summer meeting gracious won-

derful  daylily hosts along the way as well as observing the way the AHS hold regionals, nationals. 

  As a Daylily Garden Judge, I would attend AHS National in Lake Mary, after attending AHS Regional 4 

in Nashua, where I had the pleasure to take my Daylily 2 Garden Judge.  Brian Derrah had taken the 

garden judge 1, at ODS in the spring and I also in the fall from Tom Rood. Brian jettisoned into garden 

judge 2 in New Hampshire.  The next itinerary was focused on BUFFALO DAYLILY SAFARI we were 

game to go and I decided to pick up people along the way to go to the daylily safari.  I picked up Kathy 

Macartney in Sudbury stopped my first stop in Parry Sound at Bob Stilsons and took snaps of his seed-

lings. 

Observed Kathy and Bob talking about hybridizing received the starting of hybridizing fever.   

 The conference was being held at the Galleria in Buffalo a Galleria Mall that totally overwhelms me and 

I try to avoid. My niece Kathleen Anne Stewart-Whitton another daylily enthusiast was to rendezvous and 

get on the bus. At this destination. Pause.   Brian to the rescue with his Blackberry left message and we 

pulled out of the galleria and we were well on our way.  We had one of the nicest Scottish gentleman bus 

drivers, as doubling as a mechanic fixing and solving our bus dilemmas stayed with us after our bus was 

vandalized.  He was very calm when the customs officer asked if he drove us to a liquor store and did we 

purchase any contraband and he said ``no only daylilies and she waved us through after she glanced at 

all our passports from Ontario``.  Maureen kept us alive with nuts that she passed out and with our ani-

mal crackers, sustained.  She kept us bustling along and the last was a skunk. I have pictures of us 

all .getting on the bus.  There is a wonderful cookie maker in the Buffalo group we saw how lovely land-

scaped his place was when it fills in wow what a show. Everything was perfectly landscaped it looked 

like a wonderful art show.   I didn't get a chance to eat one of them cookies I mean, they were shaped 

like lions and tigers and animals from the safari.  Oh yes there was the balloon release where we were 

busily looking for balloons with animals and we would get a prize stay tuned to the end to find out what 

the prize was.  There was an abundance  of cookies, juice and wine along the way and my favourite h20.   

 Our destinations. We went to Kathy’s an enchanting place where you get lost in her beautiful garden 

where Mike adorns and compliments the daylilies with beautiful hostas.  Japanese irises were in 

bloom, hollyhocks; brilliant rose pink truly reached for the sky a shale drop with water rushing below what 

an intriguing landscape. We continued on to many gardens enjoying the Weiss garden as she hosted the 

seedlings from Reg 4.  We crowded around the dinner table for supper Saturday night eating famous 

Buffalo Wings notorious and boy were they delicious. Oh yes my niece found me Friday night joining us 

for the fun and safari weekend. I laughed a belly laugh 

with my friend Diane we split David Kirchhoff’s Circus 

Truffle at the auction.   

I have captured some of the beautiful daylilies blooming 

in Tom Roods, Melodye Campbell’s ― A Digital Presenta-

tion Through the Eyes of An American Hemerocallis 

Judge‖.  I will present to the London Horticultural Society 

and hopefully I will be able to present this snapshot in 

due time to the rest of you at the ODS.   Lots of fun and 

memories thanks to the bus tour and those whose idea it 

was.  I'm late for the deadline.  Thanks Betty 

 

http://www.ontariodaylily.on.ca/CanAmClassicSpring2009/images/072_jpg.jpg
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14
th

 ANNUAL CAN-AM DAYLILY CLASSIC 

 

April 30
th
 May 1

st
 & 2

nd
, 2010 

Featuring: 

BRET CLEMENT – Carmel, Indiana 

   JULIE COVINGTON – Roanoke, Virginia 

   DAVID KIRCHHOFF – Lawrenceburg, Kentucky  

CHARMAINE RICH – East Thetford, Vermont 

MELANIE MASON – Buskirk, New York 

   KRIS WEITZ – Orchard Park, New York    

& Others to be announced 

 

FRIDAY           7:00 p.m. - Region 4 Business Meeting 
                        8:00 p.m. - Speaker Presentations 

SATURDAY    8:00 a.m. - Registration and continental breakfast  

                        9:00 a.m. - Full day's program of speakers 
                         - includes lunch plus Plant Sale, Live Auction,                     

Silent Auction, Chinese Auction and lots of fun! 
                6:00 p.m. - Evening banquet–dine with the speakers (optional) 

SUNDAY        9:00 a.m. - Garden Judges’ Workshop I  

 

Registration - $75 Cdn ($70 US) postmarked before April 1st 

After April 1st -$85 Cdn. ($80 US) Youth $40 Cdn ($35 US) 

Registrars: Gabriele and Ross Dettweiler, 5003 Fountain St. N.,  

Breslau, Ontario N0B 1M0 

Phone 519-648-2408 or e-mail:  dettweiler@sympatico.ca 

Delta Toronto Airport West, 5444 Dixie Road, (1 block south of the 401), 

 Mississauga, Ontario. L4W 2L2 

Phone 905-624-1144.  

 

For further details and registration forms please visit:  http://www.ontariodaylily.on.ca 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
 

An AHS Region 4 Event 
14th ANNUAL CAN-AM DAYLILY CLASSIC 

          Please make your cheque payable to Ontario Daylily Society and mail it along with this 
          form to:  

Gabriele and Ross Dettweiler 
5003 Fountain St. N.,  
Breslau, Ontario N0B 1M0 

  
 
Name_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street_______________________________________City_______________________ 
 
Prov./State_______________________Postal Code/Zip_________________________ 
 
Phone_____________________________E-mail______________________________ 
 
Additional registrants and  
their addresses:_________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Early Bird registration (before April 1/10)       _____ x  [$75 Cdn]    [$70 US]  =  $______  
                                                                       (# of people)     (please circle appropriate funds)  
Registration (postmarked after April 1/10)      _____ x  [$85 Cdn]    [$80 US]  =  $______ 
                                                                        (# of people)    (please circle appropriate funds) 
 
Youth registration                                             _____ x  [$40 Cdn]    [$35 US]  = $______  
                                                                        (# of people)     (please circle appropriate funds) 
 
Saturday Evening Banquet – (at Hotel)            _____ x  [$35 Cdn]    [$30 US]  = $______ 
                                                                        (# of people)     (please circle appropriate funds) 
 
Saturday Banquet entrée choice - - - - -  Chicken (     )   Beef (     )   Fish (     ) 
 
                                                                                           CHEQUE TOTAL     $_______ 
 
Please check here to register for Garden Judges‟ Workshop I      ______ 

 
Please check here if you would like your contact information (address, phone number and email address) to show 
on the meeting roster list.     ______ 
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I Missed the Bus to Buffalo– Helen James 

Because we had such a good time together on the bus to New Hampshire last year, I really wanted to be on that bus to Buffalo.  Not 

only did we get to know each other and share laughs, we shared our knowledge.  Two of the most important things I learned were 

that, in general, a seedling inherits the plant of the pod parent and the bloom of the pollen parent and as Brian Culver emphasizes 

again and again, there‟s not much sense having a pretty face on a weak plant.  What would I have learned this year? 

So what did I do while my friends were on the bus to Buffalo? I went to Warren, Ohio to help my husband at a week-long antique car 

meet he helped organize. 

One afternoon I took time away from the antique cars to visit Clara Miller of The Perennial Post.  I drove on secondary roads past 

prosperous farms. The terrain was flat and the soil obviously good.  Mennonite buggies rolled along the wide shoulders of the road.  

Clara‟s home was a neat white clapboard house on several acres with a multitude of blooming daylilies surrounding it.  No answer 

when I knocked on the door.  Not wishing to intrude, but wishing to examine the gardens, I decided to come back another time.  But 

first, I checked at the farmhouse next door.  There was a lot of chatter and laughter coming from an open window and nearby a 

clothesline like many others I had seen on my drive, each with a half a dozen men‟s overalls and an equal number of blue ladies 

dresses drying in the breeze.  A Mennonite lady answered the door and explained that Clara was away but her nursery was open on 

Friday.  When I mentioned my interest in daylilies she urged me to return because Clara would want to meet another daylily person.  

Driving back to Warren I passed a young lad, his trousers held up with suspenders and a straw hat on his head, holding the reins of a 

team of Belgians pulling a mower cutting the grass beside the road. 

Terri, another antique car wife had been fascinated by my daylily pictures.  Like many people, she was amazed at the beauty and 

variety.  She had a few Stella d‟Oro, but had no idea daylilies came in so many colours.  So, on a Friday, a clear hot day, I took my 

new friend with me to The Perennial Post.  Clara was talking to a customer in the shade of an arbour beneath which were rows of 

potted perennials.  When she had a free moment I introduced my friend and myself.  Clara invited us to look around as much as we 

liked.  We admired the flourishing AHS Display garden in front of Clara‟s house before we went behind it to find an ocean of labelled 

daylilies.  My friend was almost beside herself with excitement.  She must have some.  We spent the best part of an hour oohing and 

aahing before Clara joined us.  We each chose two plants which one of the two Mennonite teenage girls, who had been busy plant-

ing and weeding, dug for us.  Clara, wearing her neat little Mennonite cap, wore an outfit of cornflower blue fastened from the inside 

with pins.  She was obviously pleased to meet another daylily person and the three of us chatted for a long time.  I envied and ad-

mired this smiling, blue-eyed, fair skinned, freckled lady who lives along making a living from her soil, standing there with her bare 

feet inking into the warm damp soil of her garden while my friend and I wiped the perspiration from our foreheads. 

So I missed the bus to Buffalo.  

Never mind, I‟ll be on the next 

year‟s bus.  Meanwhile I‟ll send 

some seeds to Terri in Wiscon-

sin and I‟ll mail some pictures 

to Clara.  I can‟t email her.  She 

has no electricity.  

 

 

Two of this issues’ authors 

having lunch at the ODS 

summer picnic at Henry 

Lorrain’s We’re in the Hay-

field Now.  What a good 

time was had by all.   

http://www.ontariodaylily.on.ca/Picnic 2009/images/8_jpg.jpg
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New Daylily Terms and Classifications Clarified 

   

Actually, these terms are neither "New" nor "Classifications" (At least in the AHS sense of Doubles; Spiders: UFs; etc.) 

 Confused now? ..... Well that is the reason for these several paragraphs. To explain and to clarify and to correct misinfor-

mation.  

 Over the past several years, we've had several new terms and phrases arise within our daylily community, to the point 

that there appears to be confusion "out there" as to what exactly is what? These terms applied to, or in association with, 

our daylily cultivar names are: 

 Patented - (i.e. - H. Apricot Sparkles; H. Mean Mister Mustard; etc.) 

 Trademarked - (i.e. - H. Lady Emily; H. Miss Victoria; etc.) 

 Patented AND trademarked - (i.e. - H. Going Bananas; etc.) 

 Please note that all are legal terms within our society that have very specific legal definitions and explanations behind 

them. Daylilies - all patented plants for that matter - are expressed like this:  - H. When My Sweetheart Returns - Patent 

PP#13480 (WMSHR is a Dr. Apps introduction)   

 Additionally, there seems to be misinformation "out there" regarding what a daylily that is "patented" or 

"trademarked" actually means - legally - and what it allows and does not allow - legally - the hobbyist collector, or 

breeder, or even average gardener, to do with such plants.  

 Furthermore, the trend in the "Daylily Marketplace" is that we will see many more patented and/or trademarked cultivars 

being introduced over the coming years. It is inevitable because of the trends underway in the marketplace and especially 

the ways in which plants in general and daylilies in particular, get from the breeder and grower (Sometimes NOT the 

same individuals) onto the retailers' shelf and thus into the hands and gardens of the average consumer. 

 None of this is really about the "closed daylily circle" or "limited daylily world" that most of us AHS members are most 

familiar with and who live and trade within. Those daylily people who would be listed on Charlotte's Daylily Diary or use 

Tinker's Daylily Forum or belong to AHS are considered "Enthusiasts" by some marketing definitions.  

 What we are focussing on here are the tens of thousand of ordinary or average (for want of a better collective term) sub-

urban gardener. This is what the marketers that I am referring to are working with ..... It's a matter of scale or specific area 

of the spectrum perhaps. Also, with the brilliantly coloured websites and catalogues that come forth from the higher profile 

daylily hybridizers each season - they are marketers too - but their "consumers" (for the most part ) are fellow daylily en-

thusiasts - people who belong to the organizations such as The ODS and AHS, and AHS Region #8, etc. - as outlined 

earlier - rather than the average gardener out there in suburbia. 

 It is also interesting to note that some patented and/or trademarked daylilies in commerce have been AHS registered 

(Rosy Returns; Going Bananas; etc.) while many have NOT been processed through this protocol (i.e. - H. Lady Lucille; 

H. Early bird Cardinal; etc.)   most cases, it seems that those that are NOT AHS registered are not examples of doing so 

to avoid AHS registration, but that for commercial success - and most will be successful in the gardening marketplace - 

AHS registration is not required. Additionally (and contrary to the previous explanation) some are not registered by the 

commercial introducer to perhaps avoid revealing specific details behind the development of that cultivar. 

 Trademarked: 

 There are essentially three (3) points here to clarify:  

 (i) The daylily plant itself (i.e. - H. Lady Emily; etc.) 

 (ii) The "Brand Name" under which the daylily is promoted, labelled and sold (i.e. - Trophytaker Daylilies; etc.) 

 (iii) The combined aspect of both patented and trademarked daylilies (i.e. - Designer Daylilies' - H. Going Ba-

nanas; Happy Ever Appster's - H. Dynamite Returns; etc.) 

As you read this, remember that trademarked daylilies are here now in the marketplace and will be for a long time to 

come. You will see many new introductions over the years to add to the existing list of trademarked daylilies in N.A. Com-
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merce.  

Trademarking of THE PLANT ITSELF means that no person who is unlicensed by the trademark holder can offer to sell 

that particular cultivar (Promote, advertise or label, etc.) using it's commercial name (i.e. - H. Early bird Cardinal; H. Lady 

Lucille; etc.) To be able to do so legally - to use that name - one must have permission from the trademark holder to be 

able to offer and sell it commercially by name in the horticulture marketplace. 

 With "Trademarking" keep in mind that it is the name that is protected - NOT the plant itself. One can reproduce the plant 

by division and sell it or give it away as a "NOID" or "Unknown", or whatever. In short you are able to use the plant - but 

not the name. 

 "Brand Name Trademarketing" is sort of the same - but different. In recent years we have seen a number of labels show 

up in both nurseries and big-box type stores' garden centres. Some of these are: "All American Selection"; "Trophytaker 

Daylilies"; "Designer Daylilies"; etc. In all these examples the trademark label covers a body of daylily cultivars .... be it 

of 6 cultivars or 17 or 35 or .... whatever is in their marketing plan. 

 Essentially what is done in this case is the trademark holder (marketer) selects a number of usually existing daylilies -

 mostly AHS registered - that have been in commerce for usually several seasons - and markets them with labelling and 

promotion materials that tell the buyer (consumer) that what they are about to purchase has a proven reliability and a cer-

tain predictability of colour and performance, etc.  

 Behind the trademark is a selection process that assures the consumer that out of the 65-70,000 or so "known" daylilies 

in the marketplace, these ones should do well in their own garden.  

 Sometimes the trademark holder and marketer (Usually the same entity) are also the hybridizer and they introduce new 

cultivars into commerce in this manner. An example of this is that C. Meyer bred and introduced and patented H. Going 

Bananas for Walters gardens (Michigan) who market H. Going Bananas under the trademark, "Designer daylilies".  

 Similarly, all "Happy Ever Appster" listings are cultivars bred by Dr. Daryll Apps and are sometimes marketed under 

TWO trademarks: "Happy Ever Appster" and "Trophytaker Daylilies" as both trademarks are owned by the same busi-

ness associates. 

 Patented daylilies are a fact of life in our daylily world now - and are here to stay.  

 Spontaneous discussions at ODS meetings and some of the other AHS events I've been able to attend have revealed a 

wide range of opinion and misinformation about patented daylilies. Many, it seems, do not like that some hybridizers pat-

ent - and thus restrict certain aspects of the plants' use to them. 

 In its simplest explanation, a patented plant simply means that you must be licensed by the patent holder to be able to 

asexually reproduce the cultivar and to distribute it (i.e. by divisions) ... The legal restriction is for the replication of the 

plant, dividing it, and for distributing it in any manner - give aways or selling of it. 

 Basically, the patent holders are not concerned about the backyard gardener dividing their legally purchased H. Sunset 

Returns to make a 20 foot border along their driveway ... or to give a division to their daughter for her own garden. Keep 

in mind though that legally you are not supposed to do that - but - reality says: "How do they control that?" - or - "How do 

they even know that I gave Martin and Mildred 3-4 fans?" 

 And they don't and can't - short of someone snitching on you ... and they wouldn't in all likelihood be concerned about it 

anyway on such a small scale. They patented the plant to restrict and to control the high-volume growers and retailers. 

The patent holder wants his royalties for each plant sold. 

 Consider this ...... H. Stella De Oro has been in the marketplace now for going on over 25 years. There are tens upon 

tens of thousands of "Stellas" out there in gardens all over the world now. Just think about this ..... If Walter Jablonski - 

Stella De Oro's hybridizer and introducer - had patented that plant in 1975 when he introduced it - and had received a 10 

cents royalty for each time a division was separated and sold ........ That estate would be worth a pretty 

penny ...... because Stella De Oro is still being sold each year by the tens of thousands, almost 30 years later! 
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Dr. Darrel Apps H. Happy Returns is in the same boat .......... Thousands upon thousands of divisions having been propa-

gated and sold since its introduction ... and the only benefit (other than the recognition) that he gets each season is the 

small number of sales he personally makes through his associates. The tens of thousands sold by the big mail order 

house and the big box stores and the huge corporate nurseries ... they keep ALL the monies taken in. None goes back to 

the creator of that highly successful plant!    But not anymore.    Many of Dr. Apps recent breeding successes have been 

patented - H. Apricot Sparkles; H. Sunset returns: H. Red Hot Returns; etc. All original divisions (called liners in the in-

dustry) are distributed through one nursery in New Jersey - Centerton - owned by the Blews Brothers .... (No connection 

to the late John Belushi) .... and Dr. Darrel Apps receives a royalty payment for each division sold for the next couple of 

decades (Patents usually are for 20 years.)    This "group" - breeder + grower/propagator + distributor (and retailer on 

their own locally) have expanded their hybridizing & patenting & Trademarketing and distributing project even further with 

their latest endeavour - Jersey Early bird Cardinal - which will be on store shelves across North America this coming 

spring 2010. (Please see separate article re this daylily marketing initiative.)    Finally, re the use of such patented day-

lilies in hybridizers' own programs. You can do so - legally. Only the plant itself is patented - NOT its pollen or its ovaries. 

Here's part of  a direct quote from one authority:   "It is important to note that plant patents ..... prevent only unlawful pro-

liferation of the variety; they do not prevent the use of protected plant materials for breeding purposes."    

Actually, there is a plant patenting process that restricts the use of ALL aspects of the plant including its pollen and ova-

ries - Utility Plant Patent. However there are no daylily cultivars that are so registered (Utility Patented) that I am able to 

locate. This much more restrictive Utility Plant Patent is most often used to control bio-engineered creations and highly 

bred food and grain type crops, and some greenhouse ornamentals, where huge investments are involved in the devel-

opment of the original plant or seed stock.   One final point about "Plant Patenting" is that it is not just a North American 

development. European, especially Dutch hybridizers in Holland, have introduced new patented cultivars into commerce 

that they have bred. Two that have been available here in Southern Ontario for at least the past few years are H. Stella 

Supreme and H. Ruby Stella. I have both growing here and find them to be quite impressive for bloom season length 

(rebloom) and their blooms themselves.   Neither are AHS registered - and there are others too such as H. Precious 

d'Oro (Near-white) - and this is now a problem for us AHS believers. As these unregistered plants come into commerce 

we will likely experience name conflicts .... there is one now, although a minor one in my opinion.  

 H. Ruby d'Oro + H. Ruby Stella D'Oro + H. Ruby Stella + Red Stella are all out there in commerce - I have some of them 

- and none are AHS registered.   They are not the same plants at all as H. Ruby d'Oro is a 30 cm. very stubby compact 

plant that is not a very good bloomer (or colour) while H. Ruby Stella (also marketed as H. Ruby Stella d'Oro) is pretty 

close to being a 40 -50 cm. continuous bloomer with a pleasing red flower and plant habit. With essentially the same 

name, there will be confusion for the consumers I expect. AHS registration with its controls would have avoided this. (H. 

Red Stella is a "new find" for me and its features remain unknown. It is distributed by a Quebec wholesaler.) 

 And a special note for tetraploid fans and breeders ... everything above refers to diploids however there are now a few 

patented tetraploids out there (i.e. - H. Mean Mr. Mustard; etc.) and certainly several under trademarks. Often the market-

ers and distributors do not list them as either dips or tets as for the suburban gardener - their target market - only plant 

performance and bloom appeal is what counts.   What with AHS registered and unregistered and pat-

ented and trademarked and noids and seedlings and such in commerce, our daylily world has become 

a bit more complicated. We daylily enthusiasts generally prefer the organized (AHS protocols) over the 

"open marketplace". However, this is not the case for the average gardener - they gain - and they don't 

even "see" the concerns that we may have. Most of their purchases are visual and performance based 

thus all the formalities of registration and ploidy etc. are of no interest whatsoever. 

  A final note: All names and terms used above may be Googled for additional information. You will find 

a plethora of info, stats, photos, data, referrals, etc. - just weed them out for what you specifically 

seek ...... May we call this "Internet Gardening"?      M. G. Patterson 
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My Daylily Database    Cheryl M. Taylor 

 When I first started buying daylilies, my method of record keeping was low tech. I entered the cultivar data on a 
3” X 5” card and kept them all in alphabetical order in a metal box. Nothing has changed. I still do. The bottom four lines 
of the card are for: where I bought it, when I bought it, what it cost, and how many fans were received. The reverse side 
is for information like who I gave some to or donated to etc. But after awhile, upon using the late Bob Clary‟s database 
and seeing the lists of others, I wanted a computerized version. 
 Being a hunt and peck typist, eight years ago I paid a secretary at work to do it for me. At the time, I was using 
Windows 95 and she did it in MS Word, probably Office 2000. I was able to sort the columns and that was enough for 
me. Time past, life happened, and although I religiously kept up my card file, I did not keep up the electronic database. 
 At the urging of a club member, I decided to try to get it up to date. This took awhile because the file was on the 
hard drive of my old computer. Not knowing how to do anything inside a computer, I waited for my computer guru to 
come to supper one evening with his wife and bag of tricks in tow. (Everyone needs and should have a computer guru 
and mine is the best).Within half an hour he had transferred all my files from the old hard drive to the new one.  
 As I said above, the original database was done in MS Word so I saved it in a higher version, Office 2007, and 
finished it. But for some reason it was inadequate. What to do? Answer: what I should have done in the first place – do it 
in Excel. Am I the only one intimidated by Excel? My CG (computer guru) later told me it is one of the most powerful pro-
grams but it is also one of the most difficult. I do not happen to be one of the brightest bulbs in the chandelier, but I 
thought with time and patience I could figure it out.  Having spent hours entering data in Word, I was not about to do it all 
over again in Excel. There had to be a way to convert it. I tried to copy and paste. That did not work. I tried to save the 
Word file as an Excel file. Not possible.  
 You know that old saying, “where there is a will, there is a way”? I had the will but what was the way? I put my 
question into Google. It is so reassuring to know that I am not the only person in the world who has these sorts of ques-
tions.  After reading instructions on a number of sites, I finally found one I could follow. 
It has been about two months since I started the Excel database so I can‟t remember all the steps I went through. I know 
I asked the internet a number of questions and additionally, I used the „Help‟ in Excel, but, in the end, at the invitation of 
my CG, I e-mailed the file in an attachment to him and he tweaked it for me. He told me it only took him five minutes to 
make some minor adjustments that would make it more workable for me. 
 The columns are what you would expect: name of cultivar, hybridizer and year of registration, height, season, 
size, habit, colour, ploidy, and form.   There is a column for notes and that is where I enter bitone, bicolour, dots, and tis-
sue culture and four letter words. 
 The „notes‟ column has another purpose. Murray and I disagreed on one thing. And that was about entering the 
daylilies we no longer had. I wanted the database to list every hem we have ever had. He wanted it to only list what is in 
our current collection. Since I was the one compiling it, I did what I wanted. The reason I wanted every hem to be listed 
was to remind us and inform those who read it, what we had once, why we no longer had it and so therefore think twice 
before trying it again. The „notes‟ columns is where I use four letter word to explain that. (Get your mind out of the gutter. 
I do not mean those kinds of four letter words). Because I was dealing with columns, I needed short words. Those short 
words are: died, gift (donated it all), sold (all of it), and gone (garbaged). 
 Additionally, I used „strikethrough‟. Visually, by doing so, it showed what no longer lived here but Murray would 
not get what he wanted. My CG added another column called „active‟. He explained that in that column, I could use a 
symbol to indicate what is present and accounted for. I could then sort and put all the strikethroughs at the bottom and 
thereby have a list of just current hems. We both were happy. (P.S. The symbol I chose was „the tilde‟, that squiggly line 
on the key above the tab key).  
I thought of separating hybridizer and year into separate columns but have not done so as yet. The question to ask is 
what purpose would it serve? If we wanted to have a display garden, a list by year would show we have old and new but 
we are not entertaining the idea and I could not think of any other valid reason. 
Maybe the hardest column to prepare was the colour column.  Those of you who have done this know the issue. Seldom 
could I use the description given by the hybridizer. Pardon my pun but they were too flowery. When sorting any column, it 
goes in alphabetical order so the first word has to be the colour and that word has to be uniform. For example, I say red 
where the hybridizers have used a host of other words like cerise, cherry, claret, crimson, fuchsia, garnet, rose, ruby, 
scarlet, vermilion etc. If I want to find all my reds but have used ten different words that mean red, then it is not useful. If 
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Do We Have Your Email Address? 
 
We send out meeting reminders and announcements regularly by email.  If you have not received an email message from the ODS 
then we do not have your current email address.  Please contact the Membership Chair at membership@ontariodaylily.on.ca to let 
us know how to contact you. 
 
Chat With ODS Members - Join the ODS Robin! 
 
What is a Robin you say?   The ODS Robin is a closed discussion group for members of 
the Ontario Daylily Society. Members are from all across the province of Ontario from Windsor to Ottawa and north to Sudbury and 
Marathon. We also have members from coast to coast in Canada.  This is a great way to get your questions answered or just get to 
know other club members.  To join the ODS Robin send an email to odsrobin-subscribe@yahoogroups.com , you may receive an 
email asking your name so we can verify your membership.  Visit the Robin website at http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/odsrobin/ 

 
 

the description began „pale‟ or „near‟, those, too, make the information useless. For example, „pale yellow‟ became 
„yellow, pale‟; hot orange‟ became „orange, hot‟; and „near white‟ became „white, nearly‟. To repeat, the first word in the 
colour column has to be a simple colour word.  
The database is not done yet but will be soon. Two years ago we brought all 
my hems from the allotment garden in High Park here. Last year we brought 
all my hems from the farm in Waterford here. Murray keeps excellent maps 
so when he has time he tells me what is in a bed and I put the symbol in the 
„active‟ column to indicate it is present and accounted for. When we have 
gone through all the beds, my guess is there will be some missing in action.  
We all do things differently. I have told you what I did and why. Each of you 
has reasons for why you manage your hem collection data the way you do. 
It is not too late for me to make changes in my database. Feel free to tell me 
what glaring omissions I have made. For those of you who have not started 
one, maybe I have given you some points to ponder. 

buffalo trip story     Terry Kelsey    

 
The first thing that made us feel so welcome in Buffalo were the Canadian flags flying beside 
the American flags in front of the hotel  and the mall next door. We travelled here and there 
by bus to look at daylily gardens and found several Tim Hortons to stop at for lunch and 
breaks. The people on the bus were so friendly; coming from all kinds of backgrounds but 
unified in our quest for fun and flowers. The hospitality room served chocolate-apple bundt 
cake for breakfast and supper hour was lively with a hat crafting contest.  We saw a house 
with a river running through it in Buffalo, a whole garden devoted to spiders, and got Scram-
bled Leggs as a gift. We will be signing up for the next  region 4 garden tour 

 
When you find Murray, Cheryl is 

near-by.  BUT a cool photo of her—

not so much this time.   

 

mailto:membership@ontariodaylily.on.ca
mailto:odsrobin-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/odsrobin/
http://www.ontariodaylily.on.ca/Picnic 2009/images/19_JPG.jpg
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Hello Robins! 
 
Still reeling from a whirlwind trip to Toronto and the Ontario Daylily Society (ODS) "Fall Classic" meeting held there this 
past weekend... what a TRIP (and I mean that in every way)!  ;-) 
 
Previously, I've only been to Canada one other time... and Niagara Falls hardly qualifies as "immersing oneself in a differ-
ent culture".  This time, in a city that's very much "Canadian", it was even a more fun experience!  I must admit, I've been 
primarily ignorant to the many differences in culture and perception of our friendly neighbors... and learning more about 
them made this trip even more fun than I had already imagined it would be.  First off, you notice their dialect of English 
(which I call the Canadian "twang"), which is incredibly light-hearted and uplifting... making conversation quite fun and 
interesting.  It seems trivial, but really does indicate the upbeat attitude of the people of Canada.  It's a great way too, of 
drawing one in in order to convey their very open-minded outlook on the world... seemingly free of the overuse of propa-
ganda found here in the states.  Seeing people "just get along" in the way they do with each other, not discriminating for 
any visible reason... was refreshing beyond belief!  It sure makes for a fine meeting, where people can freely exchange 
thoughts and ideas.  Though stereotyping is never a good idea, it really does seem the overall Canadian culture has a 
very good handle on "true freedom"... which is a very good thing! 
 
Dave Mussar, President of the ODS, was the ultimate host!  Actually, Dave had a great amount of help with (at least) the 
meeting... and the ODS club members really did a FINE job on this one!  The hotel was of the finest I've ever stayed in, 
extending graces beyond anything this Polkville white trash could ever imagine.  Very convenient too, to both the airport 
and the wonderfully scenic downtown district of Toronto itself.   
Presenters at the meeting were the best (me not included, obviously).  Bobbie Brooks showed us all that it's possible to 
have an incredible garden using daylilies as focal points... even in some VERY harsh conditions.  She's not only a fun-
lovin' gal, but an incredible garden designer as well!  Tom & Kathy Rood, of the Finger Lakes region of NY, are quite the 
dynamic duo.  Tom has an incredible sense of humor, and is a total joy to listen to!  Meanwhile, Kathy is relatively quiet... 
and pipes in at very regular intervals to "set the record straight" (and in very calculating and hilarious ways)!  Their loca-
tion near Seneca Lake is stunning, and they certainly utilize it to showcase their wonderful daylilies.  Dugald Cameron 
really taught us all about new advances in bulb plants (which were gorgeous!), and how to effectively use them in our 
daylily display gardens.  Very informative... and he's a great guy, to boot! 
 
Though I'd heard of Bryan Culver, I had no idea of just how extensive his hybridizing program really is!   Primarily based 
on plant performance in the north, he's gone on to produce some of the most amazing plants I've ever seen... regardless 
of origin. His plants are winning every daylily popularity contest known up there, and because of his amazing personality, 
every social ones as well!  The guy is nothing short of a "dream come true" for 
northern daylily lovers... and I'm SO grateful to have met him, and his plants.  
Barry Matthie was in attendance too... and whatta guy!  Yet another northern 
hybridizer working on fantastic new innovations in cold-loving daylilies... I very 
much look forward to getting many of his plants here to work with, too!  Now 
you might be able to see... why I'm indeed "still reeling" from such a great ex-
perience!  I was honored to be asked to speak at the meeting to begin with, 
and got FAR more than I bargained for in the end.  New experiences, new 
friends... really reinvigorates my personal love for daylilies, AND the people 
associated with them. Besides a few of my "kids" offered up to benefit the 
ODS in their auction, I can honestly say I've left something else behind.  For 
sure, a piece of my heart will also always be... in Canada.  Thanks so much, 
ODS... for such a wonderful time, and experience!  Paul Owen 

 

Paul Owen—slightly different daylilies 
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Dormancy Study-Update 

Chuck Chapman 

When we classify daylilies as being ―Dormant‖, Semi-
evergreen‖ and ―Evergreen‖ we are classifying them as to 
how the foliage responds to winter. In many ways this is an 
artificial classification and has presented many problems. 
Many attempts to straighten this up have met with failure. 
Some plants classified as evergreen in Florida can be dor-
mant in cold areas. Many Semi-evergreens can be dor-
mant in other areas and vice versa.  

I’m trying to sort this out by taking a closer look at what 
dormancy is all about, based on what is known of biology, 
dormancy and genetics.   

The dormancy used to classify daylilies in response to win-
ter is only one type of dormancy. Plants have protective 
mechanisms to protect them from hot weather, with heat 
dormancy and to protect from drought with dry dormancy. 
Most plants have some form of dormancy. 

The triggers for winter dormancy can be either photoperiod 
or temperature. The photoperiod dormancy is dormancy 
triggered by the length of the day. As the daylight short-
ens, some plants will be triggered into dormancy when the 
duration of the day length goes below the critical 
daylength. Sometimes this is referred to as hard dor-
mancy, but the term photoperiod dormancy is more accurate. Typically these plants need to undergo a fixed 
time period in cold temperatures before dormancy is released.   

Some plants are triggered into dormancy by the temperature. That is as the temperature becomes cold; they 
pass a critical trigger and go dormant. This is usually a set number of days with temperature below a certain 
temperature. Just for example, six days in row with maximum temperature below 10C.  The exact trigger for 
daylilies could be very different and will likely vary from cultivar to cultivar. 

My speculation is that there are two genetic types of dormancy in daylilies. That is there is at least one spe-
cies of daylily with photoperiod dormancy and one with temperature dormancy. When a plant has a mix of 
these genes than neither type of dormancy can operate and the resulting plant is ―Evergreen‖  

Of all the species of daylilies there are no evergreen plants, only dormant plants. Hemerocallis aurantiaca 
and H. aurantiaca major are evergreen plants, but Dr. Stout very clearly showed that these plants are natural 
hybrid of two different species. Very likely one is daylight dormant and the other species is trigged by tem-
peratures. Thus neither photoperiod nor temperature triggers are effective in triggering dormancy, thus ever-
green.  These two hybrids (H. aurantiaca and H. aurantiaca major) were used extensively in hybridizing mod-
ern daylily cultivars.  It has been assumed that they passed on ―Evergreen‖ genes to their offspring. In one 
way this is correct as a lot of the children were evergreen. My interpretation is that a number of offspring had 
a mix of photoperiod and temperature genes and thus were evergreen. Thus there isn’t any evergreen gene 
per se: only a mix of genes that prevent either dormancy to work. 

As to semi-evergreen, this is a bit more complicated. Each species has many variations. Many of these varia-
tions grow in different area. Some areas are more southerly, some more northerly and some at high eleva-
tions in both south and north locations. The end result is what is called ―lateral‖ clines. Thus in terms of pho-
toperiod triggers, there is different day length triggers for dormancy depending on where the species is col-
lected.  This has been studied extensively with trees. For example, a Maple tree from Norway, transplanted 
to Virginia will go into dormancy very early, triggered by its adaptive photoperiod dormancy , but in Virginia 
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this means that the tree will hardly grow as its dormancy signal  cuts significantly into  its growing season. 
A Maple tree from Virginia taken to Norway will freeze to death as its photoperiod trigger sends it into dor-
mancy long after killing frosts set. Same species, each cline adapted to its environment, but it adaptation is 
inappropriate for a different climate.  

Now to another example. I have some iris that are photoperiod dormant. I planted a piece of this in the cold 
greenhouse. Some of the same species was growing outside.  I noticed the piece in the greenhouse had 
gone dormant and leaves were all dried out. I hadn’t noticed outside plant, so I went and checked. The out-
side plant had frozen mushy leaves. Same plant, different environment. The outside plant froze as cold tem-
perature set in before it was triggered into dormancy by short daylight hours. If this was a daylily, it would 
have been classified as dormant in the greenhouse (and in warmer climates) and classifieds as semi-
evergreen in the garden. It isn’t the plant that is different, it was the environment.  Thus I suspect that what 
we call semi-evergreen daylilies are photoperiod dormant plants that experience cold weather that damages 
foliage before the plant gets the short day period needed to trigger dormancy. 

All this speculation now needs to be examined in more detail. Thus the need to identify plants as to the type 
of dormancy in our climate. And then expose to different temperatures and different photoperiods to see what 
triggers dormancy. The second stage would be to cross a temperature dormant plant with a photoperiod dor-
mant plant to see if it produces ―Evergreen― plants. 

I have received a number of species from Gil Stelter. These are being grown and when clumps are big 
enough they will be divided into plants for separate treatments. I may need more species, but this is still be-
ing researched. 

I have received some dormant plants courtesy of Diane Sparham and Maureen Strong from plants unsold at 
spring convention sale. These are currently in my cold greenhouse.  So far they are all very green, so I’m 
waiting to see if they go dormant triggered by photoperiod as day length gets shorter.  

Outside right now H. Mary Todd is going fully dormant. The first of my daylilies to do so. Some others culti-
vars are starting to go dormant and being observed and noted as they do.  

So I’m still trying to classify the dormant plants and the type of dormancy. I’ll need ten different cultivars.  

I took photos of plants this spring, before they started to grow. I’ll use this information and observations as 
they go into winter to select semi-evergreen and evergreen cultivars for the experiments.  

The University of Guelph rents out growth chambers were plants can be grown under controlled tempera-
tures and controlled photoperiod. Once the test cultivars have been 
identified, they can then be tested. One set of each cultivar tested 
at constant temperatures and varying day length, one set in con-
stant daylight and varying temperatures, and a third set grown out-
side. There is a cost for renting this equipment.  I got a change to 
tour their equipment earlier this week, very impressive equipment. 
Some growth chambers as small as 8 square feet, all with its own 
controlled environment.   Once I’m all ready I’ll draw up a cost 
sheet.  I’ll be looking for a way to cover cost of rental of this equip-
ment.  Perhaps ODS or Region 4 would be willing to cover rental of 
growth chamber space. 

HOW TO HELP- Check your plants and make note of cultivars as 
they go dormant. Also note which cultivars freeze before going dor-
mant.  For those willing to do more work, take photos of plants as 
winter sets in and photos of cultivar foliage in spring, before and 
after cleanup in spring.  Forward this information to me.  I may beg 
a piece or two of a cultivar that clearly fits a category where I don’t 
yet have 10 different cultivars.   irischapman@aim.com  

 

Chuck and his Iris are legendary and he 

is working there with lots of frislll and 

blue—a very technical person.  Chuck 

lives near Guelph.  Take some time to 

chat with him at the next meeting.   

mailto:irischapman@aim.com
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Daylily Facts from Yesteryear   Did you know?????? 

*Here are a few of the daylily facts found in the archives of the resources available to borrow from 

the ODS library. Check out the library display at the upcoming CAN-AM or email Brian and Diane 

Jones for specific resources.  diane.brian@gmail.com   

 

LUG-A-MUG ODS MEETINGS 

Hey Green Gardeners – let‟s help the environment with a wee thing to 

do. 

Let‟s all bring a lug-a-mug for coffee so we can cut down on the Styro-

foam cup usage at the RBG meetings.  Suggested by the very green 

Kathy Conway – thanks, Kathy!!  

Note from Ron and Shelley Crawford.  ―On Saturday August 15th everyone from ODS was 

invited to participate in a daylily dig.  Our daylilies needed dividing and since we were moving and could-
n’t take any with us, we decided to have people come and dig the daylilies and make a donation to char-
ity for the daylilies that they took.  In total $706.00 was raised for Headwaters Health Centre in memory 
of Diane Crawford.  I’m sure this is what Diane would have wanted done if she had the opportunity. 

The response was not great but the enthusiasm was fantastic.  The picture is missing  Chuck Chapman 
who was too busy digging to get into the picture.‖ 
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Fungi & Worms & Bacteria & Bugs & Other Nice Things to Know   MG Patterson 

I like books. There are a range of predictions as of late about the future of "books" - and some of 

them aren't too pleasant (for people like me) as I'm one to hope that they don't go completely out of style, at 

least not before I do.  

I read a review somewhere recently about a new book that intrigued me so ordered it through my local 

bookstore. 

Teaming with Microbes: A Gardener's Guide to the Soil Food Web  by Jeff Lowenfels & Wayne Lewis/  

Publisher (2006) Timber Press $33.95 Cdn 196 pages - 22 chapters such as: 

#2 - Classic Soil Science ... #5 - Algae and Slime Molds ... #11 Reptiles, Mammals, and Birds ... #19 Main-

taining Trees, Shrubs, and Perennials ...  and the last chapter that sort of sums it all up -#22 No One Ever 

Fertilized an Old Growth Forest.  

  

The book is divided into two main parts: 

 (1) The Basic Science  

(2) Applying Soil Food Web Science to Yard and Garden Care. 

 It's a fascinating book that takes the complexity of fauna and chemistry and physical constructions of soils 

and how they interrelate - the soil food web - and presents it in easy (for the most part) to read everyday 

gardeners' language. 

 The authors are first and foremost American amateur vegetable and flower gardeners who wanted to bet-

ter understand their garden soils so as to exploit the medium to their best advantage. They also explain 

themselves as amateur scientists - it appears informally and essentially self taught - who ended up writing 

the book, to put into some order, their collective research into soils - and all that is related. 

 Although I am not yet finished reading it, (Real reading here is more a winter activity.) it has already ex-

plained many things that I either was completely unaware of or, at best, had only a shallow understanding 

about: 

 - The "mechanics" of how a root tip modifies the surrounding soils to suit its ability to take what it wants 

and needs from it. 

- What tilling does - it's destructive - to the soil food web (One of the reasons for the current "No-Till" farm-

ing practice trend?) 

- The detailed real effects (positive and negative and useless) of common soil additives both natural and 

synthetics. 

 As a lifelong gardener, I've never been what is currently labelled "Organic" but, have always been curious 

about ancient food growing and ornamental gardening prior to our modern methods and so on. And have to 

admit that I often found so called writings about organic growing and composting and the wars on pesti-

cides to be not very satisfying.  

 But, this book has so far intrigued me and it is about all of these things, as it seems to be expressed in a 

more interesting and digestible manner. 

 Summing up, The book's INDEX gives an indication of its thoroughness as in itself it is 10 pages long and 

covers from:   Acids & apples & & crickets* & decay through earthworm castings & squirrels & nematodes 

to soil porosity & zorapterans (Important tiny pale coloured soil living critters)  * Cricket manure is avail-

able composted and bagged in the USA for soil amendment just like we can buy composted sheep and 

cow manure here. Just imagine..... Either their crickets are bigger than ours ... or they 

have a lot more of the little beggars than we do ....or just think for a moment - how would 

one go about collecting enough cricket droppings out there in the garden to have 

enough to compost - leave alone bag it for retail sales?  

 Boggles the mind!   

 

(Suggestion: Google "Cricket Crap" ...... There's a wondrous world out there that 

we know so little about, folks.)  
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Bitten by the “Hemero-bug”     Kelly Noel 

 In September of 2006, while collecting seeds from petunias, impatiens and marigolds to provide for 
next year‟s containers, I noticed a ripe open pod on a clump of H. „Stella de Oro‟ and, more out of curiousity 
than anything else, I dumped the seeds into my palm – there were 5 of them.  So, I thought, how cool, this 
small shiny black bit contains all the information needed to make a daylily!  I decided to save them – I usually 
grow a perennial from seed each year and thought why not try some daylilies?  I put them in an envelope and 

marked it “Stella mother”. 

 They were planted in March/07, and all five germinated in relatively short order.  I transplanted them 
into small pots – only 6cm – hardened them off with the rest of my seedlings in late May – and then, I am em-

barrassed to say, they spent the entire summer in the same small pots sitting on my outdoor work table.   In late September I finally 

got around to planting them in the ground. 

 Back then, I was a pretty dedicated dead-header – every morning I made the rounds admiring the new blossoms and pinch-

ing off the old.  But that fall I found another ripe pod - on H. ‘Siloam Pee Wee’ – and collected 4 seeds. 

 In the spring of 2008, only two of my Stella seedlings made an appearance, but one of them appeared to have increased 
quite a bit so I suspect I may have planted a couple of them too close together.   By this time I had two PeeWee seedlings also which 

I planted out into the garden as soon as they were hardened off.  

   At this point, I had 39 daylily cultivars in my garden and thought that was a lot!  When anyone asked me what my favourite 
plant was I said „daylily‟ without any hesitation.   Late in August, a friend invited me to talk about daylilies to her garden club in Octo-
ber.  After so many years as a teacher, I am used to being in front of an audience, so I said sure, and suggested we call it “Daylily: A 
perfect perennial”.   You all know that talk:  tough and hardy, all sizes, many colours and patterns, a range of bloom times, little both-

ered by pests, drought tolerant, etc etc. 

 But when I prepare for one of these talks, I like to learn something new so I poked around the web looking for interesting bits 
of information.  When I started, I knew how to grow and care for them, but I wasn‟t really aware of daylilies with unusual forms or with 
teeth (they have teeth?).  I didn‟t know about the Stout Silver Medal - I discovered I had three winners in my garden: H. „Bertie Ferris‟, 
„Luxury Lace‟ and „Stella de Oro‟.  I knew almost nothing about hybridizing although I had heard of Lycett and Lorrain.  But I had 
never heard of Brother Charles Reckamp (although it turned out that four favourites in my garden turned out be his introductions) and 

I did not know how to pronounce Stamile.  The more I read, the more I was intrigued. 

 It was while I was reading about the work of hybridizers that it suddenly dawned on me that my little Stella and Pee Wee 
seedlings were genetic individuals.  I had thought that both had no doubt already been crossed with just about everything, so my 
seedlings would turn out to be something that already existed, depending on what pollen the bees had delivered.   I thought if C had 
resulted from A crossed with B, that if you crossed A with B again, you would get another C.  Duh!!!  I should not admit here that my 
undergrad degree was in Biology with a heavy dose of genetics, but it was.  My excuse is that a LOT of time has passed since then!   
But when that light bulb went on over my head, which is the moment I was bitten by the “Hemero-bug”.  I was fascinated by pictures 
of “sibs”.   Suddenly I couldn‟t wait to see my seedlings come to maturity.   By this time, it was September and I lamented that my 

dead-heading habits meant there would not be many pods in my garden.  But I did find two ripe pods on H. „Hyperion‟ – 15 seeds. 

 By the time I delivered that talk in late October, I had joined the AHS and the ODS and had received journals from both 

which I immediately read from cover to cover (and have reread several times since).   I was becoming a “hemeroholic”! 

 During the year since, I have had a lot of “daylily fun”.  In the spring, realizing that local nurseries will always have limited 
stock, I studied the catalogues of several mail order nurseries (found on the ODS website) and placed orders.  By summer‟s end, my 

daylily collection had increased to 154 cultivars and I know that is hardly any!   

 In July, I attended part of the Region 4 Daylily Safari in Buffalo – another commitment kept me from doing the whole thing.  
On Friday morning, I visited Gladsome Garden on my own and was delighted when Kris Weitz accompanied me in my walk around 
her garden, commenting on the seedlings she has tagged for evaluation – it was SO interesting.  In the afternoon, I joined the ODS 
bus for the garden tours – met many nice people ... saw some beautiful gardens in only a bit of rain (thank you Bryan Culver, for shar-
ing your umbrella).  It was a fun afternoon.  At the dinner that evening, I asked to join a table where two women were sitting alone - I 
didn‟t know them, but then I really didn‟t know anybody there.  They readily agreed and made me feel welcome.  So I had dinner with 

two nice ladies who turned out to be the “brass” - Mary Collier Fisher and Melodye Campbell!!  
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 One of my Stella seedlings bloomed this sum-
mer – my FFE – duly recorded on film!!  It is a pretty little 
yellow self, taller than its mother and with a bigger blos-
som.   Its sib should bloom next year, and it will be inter-
esting to see if there are any visible differences.  I have 
13 other seedlings that are coming along.  There are no 
zeros missing on that number - I do mean 13 and not 
1300!!  My mind boggled at Dave Mussar‟s recent note on 

the Robin about lining out 1300 seedlings! 

 There was no routine dead-heading in my gar-
den this summer.  Instead I spent so much time daubing 
pollen I thought I might develop black and yellow stripes 
and start buzzing!   I am still at the “using the pollen of 
what is in bloom today” stage, and crossed pretty much 
indiscriminately (although I did pay attention to ploidy) 
and I used hand-written tags.   I was elated each day 
when I spotted a pod swelling at the base of tagged blos-
soms.  Now I have hundreds of labelled seeds.... and a 

small garden.   

 Another treat this summer was visiting Avalonia Daylilies in Manotick, only about 30 minutes from my Ottawa home.  If you 
don‟t catch daylily enthusiasm from Mick and Lanny Morry, you are immune!!   Dozens of cultivars and beautiful seedlings were in 
bloom and Mick kept drawing attention to yet another “must see” – all the while circulating with his tray of pollen.  And they had many 

tempting cultivars in pots available for purchase.  Needless to say, I visited more than once!  

  In September, I attended the ODS Fall Classic meeting and enjoyed it thoroughly –the speakers, the sale, the auction, the 
dinner.  It was a treat to connect with other daylily enthusiasts, some of whom I had met on the bus in July.  As a nice bonus, I got to 

choose a free plant from the sale table because this was my first meeting.  I am certainly looking forward to more of these events. 

 At this fall meeting, I collected a bit of wisdom from Bryan Culver that goes something like this – look to the pod parent for 
the plant and the pollen parent for the face.  That wise advice will help me put my dozens of bags of seeds in some sort of order of 

priority – I will plant until I run out of room.  

 So I am firmly on the hemeroholic‟s road and having a lot of fun.  Now I know the names of many people who are hybridiz-
ers of note, some right here in Ontario – and, if I ever get a seedling worth introducing, I have decided what to call it!  Oh yes – and I 

know how to pronounce Stamile. 

Seedling on left—Stella on the right! 

Kelly Noel—  poly ISOSCELES 

Hi everyone— Thank you SO VERY MUCH to all who 

submitted pieces, and to those whose items I have 

shamelessly plagiarized. 

We often say—come for the plants—stay for the people—

and this time I have attempted to include a lot more peo-

ple shots—particularly those who have articles.  At the 

meetings it will be easier to recognize them—well—it de-

pends on the photos :)  

I will endeavour to give a better lead time on the submis-

sion deadline next time.  So—start NOW!!, to have some-

thing ready for JANUARY 2nd.   And I will make this the 

very first time this year I will say— Merry Christmas!!   

Betty Fretz 
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 A Busy man's method of planting daylily seeds:  John Burgener. 
 

Its the end of September, and my seeds from this summer are all collected, and PLANTED, and some are sprouting now. I find 
drying, holding many paper packages in a fridge and later re-hydrating before planting a lot of effort. Both in the process itself, and 
also in trying to keep track of which re-hydrated seed is which. And drowning seeds seems more common to me than desirable - 
and molds seem to grow on seeds sitting in water for the hydration. 
 
So instead I collect them while the pods are green - if they pop open a bit when squeezed, they are ready to pick. I can write on 
the pod with a marker, so I label the pod and can collect many at a time. I also can label disposable packages - plastic or paper - 
and can easily collect 100 pods in a day with no loss of identification. If I miss the "ready to pick while green" stage, they can still 
be picked and planted from a dry brown open pod. 
 
Then I immediately plant them in 6" pots, filled with growing medium, with up to 25 in a pot. I label the outside of the pot with the 
names of the parents, place the pot under a fluorescent light, and water them once a week or so. I use a no-damp watering in the 

first week or two to minimize molds. 
 
The seedlings usually start growing in two to three weeks. They do fine under standard 
fluorescent lights: grow lights are needed to produce flowers, but have no significant 
benefit for seedlings. Just get ones with high lumens. Some will not start growing for 
several months - if nothing is growing and there are no molds or bugs eating the seeds, 
then just go on watering the pots until they sprout. 
 
A standard grow stand with two sets of fluorescent lights per row and with three rows of 
two trays will hold 72 pots, or up to 1800 seeds if you do 25 per pot. Since I have three 
sets of grow light stands, and I usually collect about 500 to 2000 seeds, I can often use 
one pot for one pod, which makes labeling simple. Then I have 9 - 25 seeds in a pot, 
and when planting in the spring they are easy to identify. But a bit of a nuisance to sepa-
rate in May.  
 
The seedlings will grow until about Jan or Feb, and then they have a quiet time or even 
die back to almost looking dead. They seem to think that the "summer" is over and its 
time for a rest. They then usually grow vigorously a month or so later and by the end of 
May are ready to plant outside. By the end of the summer, they are large and ready to 
survive the winter.  
 

Success in germination depends on the parents. Some parents get 100% 
sprouting, others get 100% not sprouting. Overall, I would estimate about 50% 
sprout and survive to be planted outside in May. 
 
And if the summer is warm and sunny, some will bloom in the first summer - 
usually in August or September, but will re-set to regular bloom times the next 
year. 
 
In the second year, almost all of them bloom at their full potential. I toss out 
those that do not bloom in the second year. 
 
Advantages: Simple, easy to keep track of which is which, reasonable sprout-
ing rate although lower than the standard method, vigorous healthy plants 
ready for planting in late May, mature plants in two years. 
 
The main disadvantage is that some bugs would have died in the drying and 
cooling process. I need to spray the seeds and seedlings (usually only once) 

to keep the bugs in check.    

 

H. PAULA JANE BURGENER  2009 
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We’re on the web— 

www.ontariodaylily.on.ca 

Checklist : do it now but if you need deadlines, here they are.  

Write all the 2010 meeting dates in your calendar.  

Check membership expiry date  - if due, send $$ to Barbara.  

Register for the CAN AM 2010 

Extra dl Seeds to Maureen Strong—at next meeting or by Mail 

Sign up for the Albany bus tour.   

Consider what to do for our regional in 2011 

Consider writing something for the next newsletter—submit in *.doc or *.jpg format please with a dead-

line January  2nd 2010. any other format is nearly impossible to deal with.   

Notes to self - 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

Editor : Betty Fretz 
6729 Leslie Lane 
Moorefield ON0G 2K0 

Fax 519-638-2348 
Betty@floralandhardy.ca 

 
Submissions 

always gratefully 
accepted.  

Remember—not 
everyone is on the 

ODS Robin.   
 

The Ontario Daylily Society is a non-profit organization whose main purpose is to promote and 

educate the gardening public about daylilies. The club has operated successfully since it was 

first founded in 1997. ODS is affiliated with the American Hemerocallis Society, belonging to 

Region 4 which encompasses eastern Canada and the northeast United States. 

Membership in the ODS allows you to attend all club meetings, plant sales, garden tours, to 
receive a regular newsletter and to participate in an email discussion forum. The club provides 
members with access to some of the newest daylilies introduced by major hybridizers from 
across North America.  

Monthly meetings are held at the Royal Botanical Gardens in Burlington, On. Every April, ODS hosts 
the annual Can-Am Classic, which is a day long program featuring guest speakers, slide presenta-
tions, plant auctions and sales. The annual general meeting is held together with our fall conference 
which again features presentations by guest speakers and the opportunity to socialize with Region 4 
gardeners who also share a passion for daylilies. 

Meetings 2009    Were you there?  

For future meetings, it would be awesome if someone would do a sum-

mary of each meeting so that those not in attendance – or those who 

fell asleep during the meeting - had some idea of what they missed.   


