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O.D.S. & Ends 

 

President’s Message— 

Newsletter of the Ontario Daylily Society 

 

February 2010 

Volume 13, Issue 1 Since 1997 

Happy New Year to all!  Can you believe it is 2010 already?  Is it 
just me or are the days and years just flying by? 

This is the height of the daylily off-season, at least in body but 
certainly not in mind.  It is a chance to give our backs a rest but 
my mind is racing!  Website updates are coming in almost daily, 
catalogues arriving, orders being pondered and dreaming of the 
possibilities for next summer.  I’ve already placed a ―few‖ orders 
and I know that there are more catalogues and listings I’m waiting 
to see.  Yesterday I printed up labels for over 70 plants that had 
finally made it out of pots to homes in the new garden.  There are 
probably a few more that need to be done but will have to wait for 
the ice to melt first!  To show the depth of my addiction I’ve been 
walking my frozen seedling field to look at the markers under the 
guise of letting the dogs have a run!  I’ve yet to dig through my 
bags of seeds but have been studying the list of crosses to deter-
mine which ones absolutely must get planted.  There’s likely a 
Stout Medal winner in there somewhere but right now they all 
look the same. 

The off-season is also the season for daylily symposia.  Chatta-
nooga has already taken place.  The grand-daddy of them all, the 
20

th
 Mid-Winter Symposium is in January and the Region 2 Sym-

posium is in February (the famous Bryan Culver is one of the es-
teemed speakers!).  Of course the 14

th
 Annual ODS Can-Am 

Classic is coming up at the end of April and into the first couple of 
days of May.  We are extremely pleased with the line up of 
speakers this year with a nice balance of well-known and up-and-
coming names on the daylily scene.  For the first time in my short 
memory the ladies will outnumber the men on the agenda too.  
Meeting announcement and registration forms are included in this 
newsletter so make sure to get your registration in soon. 

If I don’t see you at one of the monthly meetings I do hope to see 
you at the Can-Am Classic.  Rest up your backs as spring will be 
here sooner than you think!  All the best! 

Dave 
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From the Membership Chairperson 

 A reminder - your membership 
expiry date is the first line on the 
address label of your ODS newslet-
ter. I will send a renewal notice 30 to 
60 days prior to your expiry date. If 
you have e-mail and have not 
renewed by your expiry date we will 
send a gentle reminder, but truly it is 
up to you as a member to renew your 
membership on a timely basis. If your 
membership is not renewed within 60 
days of your expiry date your name is 
removed from our Membership Ros-
ter.  Barbara White 

ODS MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

 
  

Members please send cheques  

 payable to 0.D.S. to  

Ontario Daylily Society 

Barbara White 

6798 9th Line 

Beeton, ON LOG 1AO 

 ODS CONTACTS 2010 

President  

Dave Mussar 

4083 Watson Road South, RR#1 
Puslinch, ON N0B 2J0  
Phone: 519-822-9783 
Email:  david.mussar@sympatico.ca  

 

Vice President 

 Faye Collins,  

4745 Country Lane Road, R.R#2 

Whitby, On LIP IY6 

Phone: (905) 655-9695 

Email madgardener23@hotmail.com   

 

 

Treasurer 

 Ross Dettweiler 

5003 Fountain Street North 

RR 2 Breslau ON N0B 1M0 

Phone: (519) 648-2408 

Email: Dettweiler@sympatico.ca 

 

Secretary 

Gabriele Dettweiler 

5003 Fountain Street North 

RR 2 Breslau ON N0B 1M0 

Phone: (519)648-2408 

Email: Dettweiler@sympatico.ca 

 

Director at Large 

Barbara White,  

6798 9th Line 

Beeton, ON LOG 1AO 

Phone (905 729-2718) 

Email: barbara.white@hughes.net 

 

Directors 

Betty Fretz 

6729 Leslie Lane, R.R. #3 

Moorefield, On NOG 2KG 

Phone: (519) 638-3937 

Email: betty@floralandhardy.ca 

 

Michael Gary Patterson  

Box 485 

Sunderland ON L0C 1H0 

Phone (705)-357-2703 

Email :mhairi@sympatico.ca  

 

Jenny-Lynn Gasparek 

4 Queen Street,  

Brooklin  ON L1M 1C5 

(905) 655-8065 

Email:daylilycrazy@gmail.com  

 

Librarians 

Brian & Diane Jones 

18 Pearl Drive 

Greenbank, ON LOC IBO 

Phone: (905) 985-7816 

Email: diane.brian@gmail.com 

  

 Newsletter 

Betty Fretz 

6729 Leslie Lane, R.R. #3 

Moorefield, On NOG 2KG 

Phone: (519) 638-3937  

Fax 519.638.2348 

Email: betty@floralandhardy.ca  

 

Membership 

Barbara White 

6798 9th Line 

Beeton, ON LOG 1AO 

Phone (905 729-2718) 

Email:: barbara.white@hughes.net  

 

Webmaster 

Michaela Fotheringham  

15 Broad Oak Court 

Dundas ON L9H 7A1 

(905) 627-4848 

Email: rfotheringham@sympatico.ca 

 

Past President 

Maureen Strong 

48 Lakeshore Road 

Stoney Creek, ON L8E 5C7 

Phone: (905) 643-3271 

Email: mstrong@cogeco.ca 

 

The people listed on these two col-
umns have volunteered to work on 
behalf of the club, in its’ and your best 
interest.  The most wonderful thing 
you can do is to provide feedback 
and input, volunteer your time and 
energies for the betterment of our 
group.             Ed/emf 

Individual 1 year $15 

 Family 1 year $20 

Individual 3 year $40 

Family 3 year $50 

Annual Youth $8 

 

Welcome to our two new members 
this month! 

Peggy-Anne Pineau, Halifax, N.S. 

Debbie Oxby, Moorefield ON  

mailto:daylilycrazy@gmail.com
mailto:diane.brian@gmail.com
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Colour ??  

If you would like to enjoy 

the photos in colour and 

better resolution, check out 

the Newsletter on our web-

site.   

CANADA BLOOMS 

Great news on The Canada Blooms front. We have a 

booth, at no cost and Gilles Bouchard who is the new coor-

dinator says they're providing carpet, table and chairs and 

a better system for getting volunteers in...i.e. tickets. 

>   

> They really want to get the Horticulture back in the show 

so have offered 10 groups including us a section and in re-

turn just want us to publicise that we're there. 

Summer 2010 Open Gardens 

It's that time again to let me know your information for the Open Garden Flyer.  The flyer is prepared 
in time for Canada Blooms so I will need your info by Feb. 28. You can email me at Bar-
bara.white@hughes.net Thanks very much! 

 

mailto:Barbara.white@hughes.net
mailto:Barbara.white@hughes.net
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Ontario Daylily Society  

Calendar Subject to change without notice 

2010  

January 16  ODS Meeting RBG  

 Maureen Strong : Through the years with the AHS and ODS 

January 22-24 Midwinter Congress—Nashville TN 

February 20 ODS Meeting RBG 

March 17-21 Canada Blooms 2010 Booth #446, Direct Energy Centre, Exhibi-
tion Place. Contact Faye Collins ...volunteers and information   

April 2 ODS Newsletter Deadline 

April 30-May 2  ODS CAN AM—Mississauga 

May 26-29  AHS National Valdosta Georgia 

May 29  ODS DL Babysitting meeting RBG lower rooms 

July 2-4 OHIO Mecca tour Dayton OH 

July 16-18 R4/10 Bus to Albany A CAPITAL AFFAIR 

August 7  ODS Summer Picnic  Potting Shed 

September 17, 18 ODS Fall Classic  

October 2 ODS Newsletter Deadline 

October 16 ODS Meeting RBG 

November 20 ODS Meeting RBG—Christmas! 

2011 

 Summer Regional Region 4  - ODS hosts!  

July 16-18th, 2011  
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Daylily Facts from Yesteryear   Did you know?????? 

In the earlier days of shipping bare-root daylilies, the plants were thor-

oughly thoroughly dried, in preparation for their (up to) three week trek 

by post—and the plants recovered wonderfully.  Frequently, the leaves 

and roots were trimmed down to an inch in size, leaving the crown to 

restore the plant.     

 

*Here are a few of the daylily facts found in the archives of the resources available to borrow from 

the ODS library. Check out the library display at the upcoming CAN-AM or email Brian and Diane 

Jones for specific resources.  diane.brian@gmail.com   

Ads 

The board is planning to consider a proposal from the editor (that’s me) of this publi-

cation about running display ads.  These would be billed by space taken, and serve 

to support this publication.  Depending on the response, it MIGHT be feasible to have 

it printed in colour.  The alternate would be to support something specific—like the 

Regional or an award.  

I am interested in hearing from anyone who would consider putting in a listing of 

plants, seeds or products and receive your input on a listing here.   

Comments and input are welcome  - thanks so much 

Betty Fretz   

LUG-A-MUG ODS MEETINGS 

Hey Green Gardeners – let’s help the environment with a wee thing to do. 

Let’s all bring a lug-a-mug for coffee so we can cut down on the Styrofoam 

cup usage at the RBG meetings.  Suggested by the very green Kathy 

Conway – thanks, Kathy!!  
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14
th

 ANNUAL CAN-AM DAYLILY CLASSIC 
 

April 30
th
 May 1

st
 & 2

nd
, 2010 

Featuring: 

BRET CLEMENT – Carmel, Indiana 
   JULIE COVINGTON – Roanoke, Virginia 

DAVID KIRCHHOFF – Lawrenceburg, Kentucky  
   ANNETTE RICE – Paris, Kentucky 

CHARMAINE RICH – East Thetford, Vermont 
MELANIE MASON – Buskirk, New York 

   KRIS WEITZ – Orchard Park, New York    

FRIDAY           7:00 p.m. - Region 4 Business Meeting 

                        8:00 p.m. - Speaker Presentations 

SATURDAY    8:00 a.m. - Registration and continental breakfast  

              9:00 a.m. - Full day's program of speakers 
                         - includes lunch plus Plant Sale, Live Auction,                     

Silent Auction, Chinese Auction and lots of fun! 
                6:00 p.m. - Evening banquet–dine with the speakers (optional) 

SUNDAY        9:00 a.m. - Garden Judges’ Workshop I  

Registration - $75 Cdn ($70 US) postmarked before April 1st 

After April 1
st 

-$85 Cdn. ($80 US) Youth $40 Cdn ($35 US) 

Registrars: Gabriele & Ross Dettweiler, 5003 Fountain St. N, Breslau, Ontario N0B 1M0 

Phone 519-648-2408 or e-mail:  dettweiler@sympatico.ca  

 

Delta Toronto Airport West, 5444 Dixie Road, (1 block south of the 401), 

 Mississauga, Ontario. L4W 2L2   Phone 905-624-1144.  

For further details and registration forms please visit: 

http://www.ontariodaylily.on.ca    
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REGISTRATION FORM 
 

An AHS Region 4 Event 
14th ANNUAL CAN-AM DAYLILY CLASSIC 

          Please make your cheque payable to Ontario Daylily Society and mail it along with this 
          form to:  

Gabriele and Ross Dettweiler 
5003 Fountain St. N.,  
Breslau, Ontario N0B 1M0 

  
 
Name_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street_______________________________________City_______________________ 
 
Prov./State_______________________Postal Code/Zip_________________________ 
 
Phone_____________________________E-mail______________________________ 
 
Additional registrants and  
their addresses:_________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Early Bird registration (before April 1/10)       _____ x  [$75 Cdn]    [$70 US]  =  $______  
                                                                       (# of people)     (please circle appropriate funds)  
Registration (postmarked after April 1/10)      _____ x  [$85 Cdn]    [$80 US]  =  $______ 
                                                                        (# of people)    (please circle appropriate funds) 
 
Youth registration                                             _____ x  [$40 Cdn]    [$35 US]  = $______  
                                                                        (# of people)     (please circle appropriate funds) 
 
Saturday Evening Banquet – (at Hotel)            _____ x  [$35 Cdn]    [$30 US]  = $______ 
                                                                        (# of people)     (please circle appropriate funds) 
 
Saturday Banquet entrée choice - - - - -  Chicken (     )   Beef (     )   Fish (     ) 
 
                                                                                           CHEQUE TOTAL     $_______ 
 
Please check here to register for Garden Judges’ Workshop I      ______ 

 
Please check here if you would like your contact information (address, phone number and email address) to show 
on the meeting roster list.     ______ 
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Region 4—2011 Regional—Host—Ontario Daylily Society—

that’s US!!   Stanley Saxton Seedling Bed  
 

Stanley Saxton Award: 
The Stanley Saxton Seedling Award was first proposed by the Hudson-Adirondack Daylily Society as a means of focusing 
increased attention on Region #4 hybridizing.  Many AHS members of Region 4 actively hybridize and have produced 
some high quality seedlings deserving of the Region’s attention.  This award will place emphasis on plants that not only 
survive in Region 4, but also bloom and increase well. 
   
Specifications:  The award is for the best unregistered seedling seen at a yearly regional meeting.  It will be awarded each 
year there is a bloom-season meeting, and will not be awarded from photographs.  Region 4 hybridizers are asked to sub-
mit a maximum of three (3) unregistered seedlings with a maximum of three-to-five fans the year previous to the judging 
to allow the seedlings to settle in and grow.  All seedlings will be planted in one location in one tour garden for easy 
evaluation.  This will insure that all seedlings receive equal treatment.  Seedlings from purchased seed are not eligible, 
nor are purchased seedlings.  All seedlings will be grown under number with no hybridizer or name identified on the la-
bel.  Absolutely no pollen will be taken, nor will pods be set during the plant's stay in the guest garden.  Flower scapes will 
be removed the season previous to bloom to encourage increase.  Plants will, after the meeting, be returned to the hybrid-
izer, auctioned, or donated as the hybridizer wishes. 
  
Region 4 members attending the meeting will vote for the seedling they judge as best overall, remembering that the 
flower, bud count, branching, vigour, and bloom quality are all important aspects of an award-winning daylily.  The award 
will be presented to the winning hybridizer at the Saturday night banquet. 
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2011 Stanley Saxton Bed 

It is our intention—Marv’s and mine—to have the Stanley Saxton bed be a separate area from the rest of our garden.  

October 2009 we dug out all the plants in this bed shown here, and tilled and fertilized the soil.  The area is approximately 

250 feet by 250 feet.  In a photo taken this morning from our barn silo—facing this photo—it is the area between nearly 

where the plane is and the sign.  So you can see where your seedlings would sit.  One of the reasons is so that people 

can go onto the website and actually look at the plants growing.  (you KNOW you need to get a life when…..) but yes—

you can see it on line pretty much any time.  To try it out, go to www.floralandhardy.ca and click on the cameras—this 

would be the tower cam.  And take a peek.  We are hoping to have enough entries to fill this area.   

So please consider and plan.  The rules are on the facing page here.     Betty and Marv Fretz 

Get your seedlings ready :  

1. Read the rules and determine if the seedling is eligible.  

2. label with your name and seedling identifier 

3. Three fans of three seedling cultivars.  

4. Secure the label to the roots or crown so that they will not be separated.   

5. Bring them to the CanAm Classic and give personally to Betty Fretz.   

6. If you cannot come to the CanAm Classic, mail them to Betty Fretz.   
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Early breaking news……….Maureen Strong 

 

ODS to host AHS Region 4 meeting in 2011 

 

Mark your calendar now for July 16th -18th, 2011 and plan to be part of the team to put on this 

exciting event!  

Apparently the real purpose of the event is to hold a meeting to share information and conduct Re-
gion 4 business. This won’t attract many so we’re disguising the event with great gardens, great 
food and great times! A theme is needed, so please  send your ideas! Meeting Co-Chairs are How-
ard Hansford and Maureen Strong, so send in your name to add to the growing roster the commit-
tee of volunteers! More information later about all the different hands needed!  we'll need to find vol-
unteers for some things like helpers in the gardens (deadheading, welcoming, answering questions, 
food etc.).  

Right now we need our hybridizing members, both serious and laid-back pollen dabbers to think 
about submitting your seedlings this spring for the Saxton Seedling Contest. The seedling bed will 
be located in Betty Fretz’s Moorefield garden. More information in this newsletter. 

Besides digging up your best seedlings this spring for the contest, we would love to have you 
choose some plants from your garden that you could donate in 2011, either for the auction, as bus 
plants, or for the many different plant sales opportunities. With the current economy, the more do-
nations received, the lower the registration fee that needs to be charged! 

 

To recap: 

 

1) Mark your calendar now – July 16-18, 2011. 

2) Send your name now plus theme suggestion to Howard Hansford. 

3) Let us know what plants you’d like to donate. 

4) Bring your seedlings to April’s Can-Am for Betty to take home and plant. 
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Do We Have Your Email Address? 
 
We send out meeting reminders and announcements regularly by email.  If you have not received an email message 
from the ODS then we do not have your current email address.  Please contact the Membership Chair at member-
ship@ontariodaylily.on.ca to let us know how to contact you. 
 
Chat With ODS Members - Join the ODS Robin! 
What is a Robin you say?   The ODS Robin is a closed discussion group for members of 
the Ontario Daylily Society. Members are from all across the province of Ontario from Windsor to Ottawa and north to 
Sudbury and Marathon. We also have members from coast to coast in Canada.  This is a great way to get your questions 
answered or just get to know other club members.  To join the ODS Robin send an email to odsrobin-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com , you may receive an email asking your name so we can verify your membership.  Visit the 
Robin website at http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/odsrobin/ 
 
MEMBERSHIP EXPIRY DATE 

At our last monthly meeting, there was a question about the expiry date and in what order the date/month/year was printed on the front 
of the newsletter envelope.  It is printed DATE/MONTH/YEAR – example – 01/03/10 – your membership will expire 01 March 2010. 
Hope this is of some help. 

Barbara White, Membership Chair    

Region 4 2011 Summer Meeting Theme Needed 

Co-chair Howard Hansford 

As you might already know ODS is hosting the Region 4 Summer Meeting in 2011.  That might 
seem far off, but just think, where has the last decade gone!  It doesn’t seem that long ago that we 
were all worried about the new millennium.  So we have to start planning now so that we will host a 
fantastic meeting.  We want a successful AHS event that highlights Canadian/American R4 hybrid-
izers that is a great time.  For a great time we will draw on the three F’s……Food, Fun and Fellow-
ship!  To create excitement in this upcoming event of the next decade we require a theme that at-
tracts attention and encourages folks to come to Ontario.  The theme will be used to promote the 
meeting and tie all of the food and fun events together.  So put on your thinking caps and bring your 
ideas to the January 16

th
, 2010 ODS meeting where we will pick a theme.  Below are some theme 

thoughts to get started. 

Eh-scape to Daylily Paradise!   A grand old beach party celebrating daylilies. 

Ontario Got Talent!   Take off of ―America Got Talent‖ 

So you think you can Hybridize!   Take off of ―So you think you can dance‖ 

Daylilies Eh!  Take off to the Great White North - Canadian theme 

Come on down to a Daylily Jamboree! Country Western theme. 

Daylily Survivor!  Survival skills, camping, addiction to daylilies 

mailto:membership@ontariodaylily.on.ca
mailto:membership@ontariodaylily.on.ca
mailto:odsrobin-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:odsrobin-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/odsrobin/
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The Right Attitude.......  Or  (Coping with a daylily-crazed partner) 

 

My interest in the new world of hybridized daylilies began a few years ago when I happened upon Jack 
Kent and the Potting Shed.  After the first year of investigation into the bewildering selection of daylilies 
now available my interest grew substantially.  The second year of fevered acquisition brought even 
greater enthusiasm and the third year total obsession.  As a result my husband, who can be described 
as a reluctant gardener, experienced parallel but different emotions. 

Initially he barely noticed them amongst the many other garden plants but by the end of second year he 
did seem a bit worried and questioned whether I really needed any more, and as he watched me ago-
nizing over every new choice he was often heard to ask plaintively ―don’t you already have one like 
that?‖  The third year the question, in awed tones, was more often ―it costs how much?‖    However, in 
the fourth year a certain acceptance of the situation seem to be setting in, although he was still mystified 
by the need to acquire more and different blooms of basically the same plant.  Not only does he not per-
ceive the difference between a perfectly round, ruffled form and a gloriously large trumpet of the same 
colour he doesn’t really care about it!   

Nevertheless I continue to drag him to the garden to view the latest breath-taking bloom, pointing out 
the lustrous colour, awesome size, or ethereal presence.  I live in the ever optimistic belief that one day I 
will elicit more appreciation than that killer comment ―yes it’s very nice.‖     

Fortunately for me Herm has an easy-going nature and since we are retired he has concluded that if it 
makes me happy now is the time to indulge my hobby.  So, bless his heart, he has tagged along to day-
lily meetings and listened to a lot more information than he ever wanted to know about the flower.  How-
ever, he has also learned that my hopeless daylily fascination was not unusual when compared to many 
fellow enthusiasts.  In particular, we one day watched the presentation of Karol Emmerich, whose mas-
sive earthmoving project to build greenhouses and gardens bordered on recreating the pyramids and 
was all to hybridize more daylilies .  Herm was not only impressed but very thankful that my hobby had 
limits!! 

He doesn’t hold it against Jack for instigating the process.  In fact, he now enjoys our trips to the Potting 
Shed where he relaxes in the shade while Jack and I wander around the nursery discussing the latest, 
the most popular, the best bloom, etc., etc.   

The last two years have even brought a tentative but promising new development.  Herm can some-
times be seen in the early morning dead-heading buckets of spent blooms.  He says it’s because I 
would never be ready to go anywhere if he didn’t help but I think that is actually a cover story for the fact 
that he is beginning to enjoy the process and take pride in the fact that we now have many appreciative 
visitors to view the sea of colour and beauty these plants produce.  At any rate he has gradually arrived 
at the decision that if you can’t beat it and you can’t 
totally join it, then just roll with it. 

I know there have to be many ―non-daylily‖ partners 
out there, whose eyes glaze over at the mere sug-
gestion of another daylily conversation, and I hope 
their forbearance is somehow rewarded.  Perhaps 
one day a magical curtain will be lifted, their eyes will 
see what we enthusiasts see and they will join us in 
the daylily garden euphoria or, failing that unlikely 
event, I hope they can develop Herm’s relaxed atti-
tude.  

Ann Handels 
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The Making of the 2010 Guide   By Dave Russell 

 

I remember the first time I saw it and held it in my hands.  I was standing in Gary Carlson’s back yard.  There stood the 
rows of daylilies in all their glory and Gary asked do you have the availability guide?  That was five years ago and at that 
point I never had dreamed of being the one that would be producing the 2010 edition.  It was packed full of information, 
who was growing, where could I buy, who had the best prices.  It was amazing.  I clutched it in my hands like a new baby 
and spent countless hours with it pour over the spelling of names and using it as a reference to my own database and 

what I should charge visitors to my gardens ―On Russell‖ 

 

Each year as part of my visit to Gary came the new guide, part of the thrill of the trip (along with the truck load of plants 
that came back with me) and I had often thought of asking if he was ever bored or done with the guide could I take it 
over?  Well I never got up the nerve and it did happen, the guide in 2009 was transferred over to the hands of Ron Craw-

ford who carried on the tradition started by Gary for 10 years. 

 

This year the ODS picnic was going to be held in my neck of the woods at Henry Lorrain’s ―We’re in the Hayfield Now‖ 
being close it was an easy journey for me to make and I could pick up my guide hopefully at the picnic, so I emailed Faye 
and asked ―Faye do you know if anyone will have the daylily availability price guides for 2009 at the picnic?‖ to which 

came back 

―The guy who published it is moving to the west coast, but he may be coming‖ 

And then my fateful response… 

―If you need someone to take over the availability guide I would LOVE to do it.‖ 

People seemed curious and somewhat surprised that I would want this daunting task and I was surprised nobody wanted 
it.  Late that week I spoke with Ron Crawford he explained to me what he had done and sent me a set of massive excel 

worksheets.  That’s when I realized …. What have I done? 

I support my plant addiction (daylilies, Hosta, iris, orchid, African bulbs, etc,) with a job writing computer software so my 
analytical mind kicked into gear and the creation of the guide kicked in months before ever a single catalog entry was in 
place.  I would buy a copy of the database download it into my software and there it would be an easy master to work 
from.  Much to my surprise it was a tough job to even get my hands on and when I did there was no opportunity for me to 
download the data and put it into my own application. So next plan it’s online so I can get the pieces one by one.  Another 
week or two was spent writing software (and I won’t bore you with the details but I was able to extract most of the informa-
tion I needed).  Now I was ready, up went the website and out went the emails, this was going to be easy!!! NOT.  Having 
very precise records on my end meant that I needed the same coming in.  Commas, periods and correct spellings arrrg.  
I’ve learned that some people keep exacting records while others well not so much, I’ve also learned that ―Gerry’s favorite 
Pink‖ is probably not a registered name.  The other thing that I quickly learned was that the official AHS database was 
maybe not so official.  The ―String Cheese Incident‖ brought this one to light.  A 2006 Hanson introduction named String 
Cheese Incident is in the database as String Chess Incident.  I guess it is a bit of effort to get the database corrected.  All 

in all it was a struggle but yes I made it through. 

Now what we also needed was a cover and what better way to promote our Canadian Hybridizers than with a cover con-
test.  To say the least response was weak at the beginning I expected a flood of beautiful pictures, who wouldn’t want the 

opportunity to be on the cover and a feature about them just for a piece of the plant if chosen.  Then the flood began.   
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When the contest ended I gathered some friends around the computer and played the slide-
show over and over until it was narrowed down to four entries.  The four best were oh wait… 

the cover contest to unscramble the names and plant names, I can’t tell just yet. 

Most of the pieces were together, the cover was done, advertising in place, the listing on 
their final trickle in, new format set, now just to find printing.  I’d initially thought $15 for the 
guide would cover the costs of printing in both color and b&w printing.  Based on the size of 
the guide I was going to be loosing money for each one that I printed. What had I done?  
Could I change the price at the last minute, I didn’t want to do that.  I phoned every local 
print shop and was able to negotiate a price that wouldn’t put me in the poor house produc-
ing the guide. Whew tragedy avoided!!  So now I wait as the final days to print tick by and I 

can put this baby to rest until fall 2010. 

 

It has been and adventure and one that I am glad I took on, it was fun, at times frustrating 
and most of all rewarding in the end.  For more information on the guide or to order your 
copy visit the guide website at http://guide.onrussell.com .  Most of all thank you to everyone 
who has taken the time to advertise in the guide and submit your listings.  Without your ef-
forts the guide would not be possible and most of all it would not be the valuable asset it has 

become to the Canadian market place and to me. 

   

14
th

 Annual Can-Am Classic – Auction Plants! 

Just to whet your appetite and to get the procrastinators amongst us to get their Can-Am Classic registration forms in, we 

would like to give you a little preview of  some of the plants that we already know will be available. 

Like last year we have arranged to have the entire spring collection from Tom Polston at Pleasant Valley Gardens avail-
able for the auction.  This will include the collection only plant of RED RAGAMUFFIN and the sold out HORNED VIPER.  
http://pleasantvalleygardens.net   Also we have reserved the tet collection from John and Annette Rice which will include 
the already sold out plant of PINS AND NEEDLES –  a BASS GIBSON kid and many other beautiful plants. http://
www.thoroughbreddaylilies.com/home   Here is your chance to bid on some of these impossible to get plants!  Only at the 

Can-Am Classic! 

Paul Owen from Slightly Different Nursery presented at our Fall Classic meeting and was thrilled with the ease and speed 
that we were able to get his plants across the border.  He has made the ODS a business proposition that is a win-win for 
all involved.  For Can-Am Classic attendees Paul will ship orders to be picked up at the meeting and in exchange he will 
provide 25% of the value of the combined orders in plants for the meeting auction.  He has a big clump sale on now and 
his new intros have something for everybody.  I’ve already placed my order!  Check out his website at http://

www.slightlydifferentnursery.com 

Many of our speakers and guests will bring orders across along with plants being provided for the Can-Am Classic auc-
tion.  However we have asked that orders only be provided to registered attendees of the Can-Am Classic.  The club 
does a lot of work to facilitate importation of plants for the meeting and it is not fair to the club or its members to have 
freeloaders pick up or arrange to pick up plants and then not participate or contribute to the meeting.  If you are asking to 
have plants for you delivered to the Can-Am Classic then please ensure that you register for the meeting to pick them up 

in person.  Please do not abuse this privilege!  Thanks.    Dave 

http://guide.onrussell.com/
http://pleasantvalleygardens.net/
http://www.thoroughbreddaylilies.com/home
http://www.thoroughbreddaylilies.com/home
http://www.slightlydifferentnursery.com/
http://www.slightlydifferentnursery.com/


         February 2010      ODs and Ends Newsletter      page  15 

 

                                          Getting Your PHD in Daylily Horticulture 
   
As the old cliche says about "The Journey" or "The Trip" being as - or even more so - important than the end destina-
tion ... 
  
Getting your "PHD on Hems" - and gardening in general - requires a lifelong series of lessons. some of those lessons we 
complete while out there digging in the dirt, some while fireside reading in February, some by participating in ODS events, 
and others by attending gardening shows. 
  
Attending gardening shows? ..... "Canada Blooms" probably pops into mind immediately - but this is a consumer show, a 
show planned and executed by mostly retailers and retail services and manufacturers and distributors for the average to 
serious (Read as "Eccentric") gardener.  
  
However, those people putting on such a consumer retail show as "Canada Blooms" have shows of their own - for them-
selves - shows that Percy and Penelope Consumer usually can't get into (And probably wouldn't find all that interesting 
anyway). 
  
Just like any other business sector - be it financial or farming or 'phones or food flavouring - there are very specific, very 
focussed,  "Trade Shows" for the people who operate within those businesses. And we have two here in Canada, right 
here in Ontario, that are planned and delivered for landscapers and nurseries and garden centres and production grow-
ers .... people just like some of us. 
  
Personal experience attending many of these over the years as both an exhibitor and a "curious attendee" convinced me 
that there is a great deal to be learned by going to trade shows. Primarily new product now out or about to be introduced 
to your fields of interest; trends that are occurring or are evolving - or even anticipated; new sources for items or services 
that are specifically of interest to you; etc.  
  
One of the lessons learned from ten plus years of ODS Meetings is that most reading this are pretty serious about their 
daylilies, and their gardens in general. And they are always - always - looking for better tools or seedling potting mixes 
(and the pots themselves!) or convenient manure and fertilizer and mulch suppliers or the newest plant breeders' suc-
cesses or what-have-you-now, from that nebulous organization - The World-Wide Green Thumb Fraternity. 
  
Lastly, before listing these two trade shows details for you to consider, I would like to offer my opinion that most ODS 
members that I've had the occasions to talk to, or to listen to their presentations, probably qualify to be able to enter and 
attend these two "Trade Only" events.  (ed mea culpa missed the fall issue so omitted it for space considerations)  
 Should you have a website or a PST number or a business card or a catalogue - anything that reveals that you are not 
Percy or Penelope Consumer with a bed of geraniums on Quiet Street in the GTA's suburbia - I believe that you would 
have your application accepted. And, for most of you, a few hours wandering through the hundreds of exhibits would suf-
fice. You don't need to make a day of it or to be there for the 2-3 days that they are open. You're only going for a few fill in 
lessons for that PHD remember! (Although, there are a number of seminars and demonstrations available at both.) 
1. Garden & Floral Expo 2009  - will be held again in October 2010  
2. Landscape Ontario Congress  January 12-14 2010 
Toronto Congress Centre  Canada's Largest Horticulture Landscape and Lawn & Garden Trade Show 
www.locongress.com or www.landscapeontario.com 
  
Should you want to go to only one, I'd suggest Garden & Floral Expo as it's a bit more "retail" focussed whereas the Land-
scape Ontario Congress - a much larger show - includes the heavy equipment such as tree spades and production ma-
chinery (i.e. high volume plant potting machines) and such. 
 I've missed both the past couple of years due to sportsfishing trips and Snowbird travels, but plan to be at both this au-

tumn and winter. Perhaps I'll see you in the aisles.                                                     MGP  

http://www.locongress.com
http://www.landscapeontario.com
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We’re on the web— 

www.ontariodaylily.on.ca 

Checklist : do it now but if you need deadlines, here they are.  

Write all the 2010 meeting dates in your calendar.  

Check membership expiry date  - if due, send $$ to Barbara.  

Register for the CAN AM 2010 

Extra dl Seeds to Maureen Strong—at next meeting or by Mail 

Sign up for the Albany bus tour.   

Consider what to do for our regional in 2011 

Consider writing something for the next newsletter—submit in *.doc format please with a deadline April 2nd 2010. 

any other format is nearly impossible to deal with.   

Plan to bring 3 seedlings  - 3 fans—to the ODS Can Am to go into the Saxton bed. Have Waterproof label at-

tached 

Notes to self - 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

Editor : Betty Fretz 
6729 Leslie Lane 
Moorefield   N0G 
2K0 
Fax 519-638-2348 
Betty@floralandhar
dy.ca 
 
Submissions 
always gratefully 
accepted.  
Remember—not 

The Ontario Daylily Society is a non-profit organization whose main purpose is to promote and 

educate the gardening public about daylilies. The club has operated successfully since it was 

first founded in 1997. ODS is affiliated with the American Hemerocallis Society, belonging to 

Region 4 which encompasses eastern Canada and the northeast United States. 

Membership in the ODS allows you to attend all club meetings, plant sales, garden tours, to 
receive a regular newsletter and to participate in an email discussion forum. The club provides 
members with access to some of the newest daylilies introduced by major hybridizers from 
across North America.  

Monthly meetings are held at the Royal Botanical Gardens in Burlington, On. Every April, ODS hosts 
the annual Can-Am Classic, which is a day long program featuring guest speakers, slide presenta-
tions, plant auctions and sales. The annual general meeting is held together with our fall conference 
which again features presentations by guest speakers and the opportunity to socialize with Region 4 
gardeners who also share a passion for daylilies. 

Meetings 2010    Were you there?   Correspondent needed.   

For future meetings, it would be awesome if someone would do a sum-

mary of each meeting so that those not in attendance – or those who 

fell asleep during the meeting - had some idea of what they missed.   


