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 I wonder if there is anything more magical than the garden in winter? Looking out 

I can see the ornamental grasses and sedum seedheads dusted in snow and sparkling in 

the sun, the trees starkly silhouetted against a blue sky or moonlit night, deer tracks zig-

zagging here and there in a random search for yet another shrub to prune, the flash of a 

cardinal in the forsythias near the bird feeder ....  the garden in all its winter glory truly 
showings its bones.  And what's more I know that the daylilies are snug under a thick 

blanket of snow, the very best guarantee that come spring they will emerge unscathed. 

Inside of course it's time for daylily dreaming, scheming and just plain relaxing with 

some great garden pornography because all too soon we'll be out in the garden again. 

 

 But now to the business at hand.  It's hard to believe another year has arrived and 
for The Ontario Daylily Society it's a big one and busy. 2011 is not only the year of our 

15th Annual CAN-AM Daylily Classic ... definitely a milestone in our club's history, but 

also the year we are the proud hosts for the second time of an AHS Region 4 summer 

regional. '4 Ever Daylilies', July 15-17 in Guelph, is our chance to again showcase peak 

bloom in Ontario and make clear that hemerocallics and hybridizers living north of the 

49th parallel do "know" daylilies.  The planning committee in the capable hands of Chair 

Howard Hansford has been hard at work making sure that happens and is always on the 
lookout for plant, auction and time donations if you are so inclined. 

 

 It goes without saying, ODS is a unique daylily club in many ways. A major 

difference is that unlike other Region 4 and AHS clubs which tend to be close 

geographically, we in ODS are far flung and separated by many kilometres making it a 

challenge and/or impossibility for members to get to meetings, especially the shorter 
monthly  meetings.  Sometimes it can just be the weather.  But we are intrepid ... an 

amazing 32 people braved the elements (major snowstorm) to get to our January 15th 

meeting at the RBG in Burlington. They came to hear Jack Kent's entertaining and 

informative presentation on the whole registration process (look for the write-up in a 

future issue) and for a Region 4 planning meeting.  But even had the weather been 

balmy and clear, for most of you, our monthly meetings are just not an option.  However 
we do want your involvement and input and we want to provide events and initiatives 

that balance the needs of all our members - collectors, gardeners, hybridizers, growers 

or any combination thereof.  We try to keep you up to date on club events and activities 

through the website and newsletter, but think you would agree that face-to-face or 

garden-to-garden is best. Check out Brian Schram's hybridizer's forum idea, now a 

reality in this issue or let me know your own ideas ... for instance a satellite meeting 

(ODS Pods) or garden tour in your area.  Or you can volunteer for one of the many jobs 
in ODS that need doing, for Canada Blooms, for the CAN-AM, Region 4 Meeting and our 

many committees.  There are always more ideas and initiatives than bodies to take them 

on. 

 

 It may have become somewhat of a cliché, but it's true, a club is only as strong as 

its membership. An active membership means a viable club. For ODS to continue to 
thrive and grow, it needs you.  Please consider where you might fit in best... volunteer, 

donate, participate, share your ideas and help make 2011 our best ODS year yet.  And if 

I don't see you before, see you at our 15th CAN-AM in May. 

                                                                                                                                                  

Faye Collins 


