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      I would be hard pressed to name my favourite season in the garden but at this moment it has 

to be autumn. The bursts of hot pink from the clumps of Colchicum aka Naked Ladies, the 

spectacular heads of ornamental grasses, the late bloomers like Tricyrtis hirta...Japanese Toad 

Lily, the fading hosta and daylily foliage slowly revealing the garden's bones, all draw the eye and 

I'm back in love again. It is a time to reflect on summer's successes and excesses and to begin 

dreaming of next year. Yes, there's still much work to be done, but the often frantic nature of 

keeping my daylily collection in top form has passed. 

 Just before getting to the business at hand I would like to share one garden mishap...a 

comedic moment that happened one morning in July as I made my usual morning rounds in the 

garden. I noticed what appeared to be two glaring gaps and on closer inspection that turned out to 

be the case. Early, probably just after sun-up, 'The Three Amigos'...yearling deer dubbed such due 

to their habit of foraging together... had apparently strolled up the garden path out of the woods 

and helped themselves to a meal of fat about to bloom  H. BUTTERED POPCORN buds and 

finished with a salad of Hosta plantaginea. Cannot fault their taste. The upshot? When time 

permits I'm prepared to wage war and write an article 'Damn Those Deer' on the ingenuity of we 

daylily lovers when it comes to deer deterrents. It has been a running theme at all ODS events and 

meetings and I'll share them with you- many work and some are downright hilarious. 

 This past summer was an active one for The Ontario Daylily Society and many thank-yous 

are in order. By all accounts, 4 Ever Daylilies, the Regional we hosted  in July was a grand 

success and a real showcase for daylilies here in Ontario. You can read detailed reports elsewhere 

but I would like to take the opportunity to acknowledge the hard work of 'ringmaster extraordinaire' 

Howard Hansford and his cast and crew.  The tour gardens were beautiful and need it be said 

amazing...thank you Susan and Richard Armstrong-Reid, Betty and Marv Fretz, Dave and Kim 

Mussar and Gil and Sally Stelter. Thank you to our emcees, the Jones family, Brian ,Dianne, Emily 

and Lauren...they kept things moving and provided lots of laughs as well, to Nick and Barbara 

White for all the work that went into running not one but two auctions and to all the members who 

donated plants, plants and more plants especially our very own ODS hybridizers Bryan Culver, Gil 

Stelter, Barry Matthie and Henry Lorrain for their very generous contributions. (I'm sure I have 

missed someone here and later so do let me know if there are any oversights.) Then there were 

the bus captains...Doreen and Terry Kelsey, Sue Adie and Dean Sane , Brian and Diane Jones 

 (continued on back page) 
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Ontario Daylily Society  
Calendar  

Subject to change without notice 
 Unless indicated, all meetings are at The Royal Botanical Gardens in Burlington and begin at 10 AM. Please check 

the club website for meeting and event details. At present we only have dates for 2012 ...will post as soon as 

details are available. 

  

October 22, 2011...Autumn Get Together- Featured Speaker David Jewell, On Russell, Lindsay, Ontario 

                            'What's Lurking in Your garden...Viruses, Diseases and Other Nasty Critters 

                            Dave publishes The Canadian Daylily Availability Guide and is chair of The Douglas Lycett Award 

November26, 2011...Holiday Meeting...Featured Speaker-Henry and Mary TeSligte, TeSligte Gardens (AHS) 

                               Henry and Mary have an AHS Display Garden and daylily nursery in Thedford Ontario 

  

Dates for 2012 are as follows.... Saturday, January 21, Winter Get Together 

                                             Saturday, February 18, Surviving The Winter Doldrums meeting 

                                             Saturday, March 24, Possible Hybridizer's Forum 

                                             May 4, 5 & 6, 16th Annual CAN-AM Classic, Delta Toronto Airport West 

                                             Saturday, June 9, The Baby Sitting Program (Cultivar Acquisition) 

                                              Saturday, August 11, Nottawasaga Daylilies, Tom and Julie Wilson,  

                                              Saturday, September 22, Fall Classic and Annual Meeting election 

                                              Saturday, October 20, Autumn Get Together 

                                              Saturday November 24, Holiday Meeting 
 

 

Daylilies Take The Cake    
 Faye Collins 

Clara Lorrain's 80th birthday was celebrated with family and friends on Sunday July 24...a perfect 

ending to The We're In The Hayfield 

Now's annual three day Daylily Festival 

(formerly called open garden). Clara's 

cake, an incredible edible, was topped 

with several stunning spun-sugar 

daylilies, exact replicas of Hayfield 

daylily intros named after family 

members including CAROLYN 

LORRAIN, JAMES DOUGLAS LYCETT 

and LOUIS LORRAIN to name three. 

The daylilies were saved for 

posterity, the cake demolished. Need I 

say it was delicious and a good time was 

had by all!    
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Primal Scream 42 

Webster's Pink Wonder 34 

Ruby Spider 31 

Swallow Tail Kite 25 

Beautiful Edgings 23 

Red Volunteer 23 

Fooled Me 22 

Joan Derifield 22 

Mabou 22 

Spirit Zone 21 

Peggy Jeffcoat 20 

King George 19 

Barbara White 18 

Orchid Corsage 18 

Rose F. Kennedy 18 

Vatican City 18 

Heavenly Angel Ice 17 

King's Golden Treasure 17 

Shores of Time 17 

Bela Lugosi 16 

Blueberry Breakfast 16 

South Seas 16 

Tuscawilla Tigress 16 

North Wind Dancer 15 

Trahlyta 15 

Astral Voyager 14 

Jade Princess 14 

Moonlit Masquerade 14 

Sandra Elizabeth 14 

Strutter's Ball 14 

Adorable Tiger 13 

All American Chief 13 

Lavender Blue Baby 13 

Bali Watercolor 12 

Greywoods River Dancer 12 

Old King Cole 12 

Persian Ruby 12 

Stella's Ruffled Fingers 12 

Always Afternoon 11 

Condilla 11 

Destined to See 11 

Creature of the Night 10 

Dangling Participle 10 

Laura Harwood 10 

Margo Reed Indeed 10 

Mary's Gold 10 

Potala Tapestry 10 

Taos 10 

Victoria Park 10 

Big George 9 

Bill Norris 9 

Dragon So 9 

J.T. Davis 9 

Lord Trickster 9 

Orange Velvet 9 

Piano Man 9 

Bermuda Coral 8 

Bordello Queen 8 

Dublin Elaine 8 

Entwined in the Vine 8 

Flaming Wildfire 8 

Jeanne Fitton 8 

Jody Ann 8 

Lilting Lavender 8 

Nancy Britz 8 

Pumpkin Moonshine 8 

Sandra's Smile 8 

Scrambled Legs 8 

Skinwalker 8 

Spirit Fox 8 

Strawberry Candy 8 

Wings of Chance 8 

Barbara Mitchell 7 

Bombay Silk 7 

Elegant Candy 7 

Gillian 7 

Island Cardinal 7 

Janice Brown 7 

Jerry Hyatt 7 

Jocelyn's Oddity 7 

Mystical Rainbow 7 

Rock Solid 7 

Rocket City 7 

Truly Angelic 7 

Victorian Lace 7 

Belle Cook 6 

Buttered Popcorn 6 

Dragons Eye 6 

Flying Trapeze 6 

Island Glamorous Guest 6 

Peacock Maiden 6 

Pure and Simple 6 

Red Suspenders 6 

Rose Electra 6 

Suzy Cream Cheese 6 

Thin Man 6 

Always a Pleasure 5 

Ed Brown 5 

El Desperado 5 

Francis of Assisi 5 

INTELLIGENT DESIGN 5 

Peach Magnolia 5 

Point of View 5 

Smuggler's Gold 5 

Sugar Plum Jam 5 

Web of Intrigue 5 

ANNETTE'S MAGIC 4 

Ariana Crystal 4 

CARNIVAL IN MEXICO 4 

Darkside 4 

Gussie Harris 4 

HER BEST BLOOMERS 4 

Jane Trimmer 4 

Joshua Slocum 4 

Last Snowflake 4 

Lee Reinke 4 

REGION 4 POPULARITY POLL 2011  (Cultivar names in bold appeared on the ballot, names in all CAPS are write-ins 

Long Stocking 4 

Mango Chutney 4 

Planet Max 4 

Summer Farewell 4 

SUN PANDA 4 
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Summary of the October 22nd, 2011 ODS meeting 

1.  Correspondence from: 

  Region 4 Meet 4 Ever Daylilies 

  AHS Award Winners for 2011 

  Update on Roswitha Watermay 

  Region 4 Meeting-H. Hansford 

  Daylily in the Landscape book by Oliver Billingslea.  Book to publish in Feb. 2012.  Book 
Orders being organized by Frances Baker and Alison Parker. 

2.  Treasurer Report Update 

3.  Membership Update- Barb White reported that ODS currently has 256 members 

4.  AHS Club Designation.  We would need 166 ODS member to become AHS members to earn 

silver level status. 

5. Upcoming dates for 2012 meetings 

 Jan. 21 

 Feb. 18 

 Mar. 24 (Hybridizers' Forum) 

 May 4, 5, 6 Can Am 

 June 9 (Babysitting Plants Meeting) 

 Aug. 11 (Picnic-Julie and Tom Wilson’s) 

 Oct. 20 

 Nov. 24 (Holiday Celebration) 

6. Discussion continues around possibility of renting a bus to go to the July 2012 National AHS tour 

vs. car pooling.  Discussion will continue 

7. The Lycett Award format will be discussed with the board and recommendations will be made to 

the membership 

8. Discussion around the issue of the delayed response in getting meeting minutes to the 

membership after each meeting for members who were not in attendance.  Even though the 

minutes have not been voted on adopted as read, a summary of the meeting can be easily 

shared. 

9. There was a notice of motion that came out of the Fall Classic AGM that affects the current 

bylaw....the position of past president be added to the Ontario Daylily Society Executive Board 

effective Nov. 1, 2012. Discussion will continue. 
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10.  A survey was circulated at the meeting with these three questions.  Please submit suggestions 

to Brian Jones via this e-mail address 

 A. If you belong to other horticultural clubs, what do they do that ODS could consider? 

 B. Suggestions for future meetings topics/speakers 

 C. Suggestions for getting and maintaining membership 

11. The members present enjoyed a slide presentation on "What lurking in your garden...Viruses, 

diseases, other nasty critters. Presented by D. Jewell  Excellent presentation. 

12. Members enjoyed a tasty lunch. 

13. Next meeting is the Holiday Pot Luck on Saturday Nov. 26th, 2011 10 AM at the RBH with 

featured speakers: Henry and Mary TeSligte from Thedford, Ontario 

Cheers 
Brian Jones 
ODS VP 

————————————————————————————————————————————- 

Landscaping with Daylilies 

There is a new book about daylilies on the horizon.   It is a coffee table book published by AHS 

entitled Landscaping with Daylilies. 

 

Until December 1 AHS has offered a special pre-publication price to members of daylily clubs of 

$32.95 plus postage. 

 

IF there are ten members interested in ordering the book, the ten books can be mailed at a bulk rate 

to one address for $71.00, making the cost to each person $40.05 US. 

 

The book is expected to go to print in March of 2012.   We would hope to bring the books to the Can 

Am meeting in May. 

 

Details about the book are in the current Daylily Journal or on the Members Portal on the AHS 

website. 

 

If you would like to order a copy please let us know by email at  planters@bmts.com no later 

than November 7th.   If there are ten members interested we will do a club order.   It will be 

necessary for us to receive from you a US bank draft no later than November 18th in order to have 

our order received by the deadline date of December 1. 

 

Alison Parker and Frances Baker 

planters@bmts.com 
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Consider joining AHS and then getting the AHS  news. 

See a teaser of the most recent, below.   

 

WELCOME TO DAYLILY E-NEWS, a free electronic 

newsletter brought to you by the American Hemerocallis 

Society, also known as AHS. Daylily E-News is for all who 

share an interest in daylilies, including members of the 

American Hemerocallis Society and other horticultural 

organizations, educators, garden writers, news media, and 

others who love to garden. 

 In this issue, we feature the heart-warming story of a 

daylily that was hybridized for Waiting for a Cure 

foundation as a symbol of hope. 

 Our featured photographer this issue is Charles Dorsey. 

Charles was born in a suburb of Chicago. After the 2nd 

grade the family moved back to the family farm in Ohio 

about 35 miles north of Dayton. It wasn't long until his dad 

gave him a Kodak camera and two rolls of film. He says, "I 

burned through those rolls of film in about 10 minutes with 

pictures, mostly of my dog."  

 Since then Charles has taken many photos and videos of 

daylily gardens. He discovered daylilies about 5 years ago 

when he visited Richard Norris' garden in Glouster, Ohio 

and was quickly hooked. A couple of years ago, he started 

The Daylily Addict videos - a series of DVDs about daylily 

hybridizers. He says, "I started The Daylily Addict because 

I missed some of the greats in the daylily world. I thought 

how nice it would be if I could hear them talk about their 

hybridizing philosophy. So I started to interview hybridizers 

and show their gardens in an artistic way." 

 You can learn more about Charles' videos at 

www.TheDaylilyAddict.com.  

 If you are not yet a Daylily E-News subscriber, sign up via 

the link at the AHS website:  Daylily E-News .     

For much more about daylilies and daylily events, visit the 

AHS website (see QUICK LINKS on the sidebar).  

You may unsubscribe from Daylily E-News at any time by 

clicking on SafeUnsubscribe, which you will find in each 

issue. 

We hope you enjoy Daylily E-News! 

Elizabeth Trotter   

E-News Editor 
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Daylily Sculpture            Submitted by Cheryl Taylor.  

The first I heard the daylily sculptures mentioned was in an e-mail Bob Faulkner wrote to the 
e-mail robin in July. He had attended the Region 2 summer meeting in Michigan and there 
were 5 in the auction. Then, during the presentation by Tom Polston at the ODS Fall Classic 
meeting September 17th, Tom showed a photo of his. The person responsible for contacting 
the artist and having the sculptures made was John Kulpa.  

We first met John at the 2002 AHS Convention in Troy, Michigan, where we were told by 
Barbara and Armand Delisle that we must see his open garden,  and have kept in touch 
ever since. I called him to find out the contact information for the artist in case someone from 
our club would be interested in obtaining one.  He told me the artist prefers not to deal with 
customers and has patented his creations so that John is the liaison.  

The sculptures are made of metal and are painted to the customers’ specifications. They are 
painted using auto paint so are weather resistant and therefore can be left out all year. 
There will be 5 in the auction at the National in Columbus next year. Depending on the detail 
involved, small are $150 - $200 U.S. and large are $250 - $300 U.S. 

Question: How big are they? 

Answer: The sculptures are between 4 and 5 feet tall when they are in the ground for both of 
the sizes.  

Question: Does he do doubles? 

Answer: The artist has not done any doubles because 
I thought it would be too much work for him to do. 

Question: Does he only do bagels? 

Answer: The artist has done UF's and spiders. 

Question: Does the buyer provide a picture of what s/
he wants? 

Answer: Yes, the customer has to have a coloured  
8X10 " photo of the daylily that they want made. I then 
take the photos) to the sculptor and we discuss the 
color and the details of what the customer wants in the 
daylily sculpture.  

Question: Does he/you ship to Canada? 

Answer: The buyer has to make arrangements with me to pick up the sculptures at a 
predetermined location. They are way too heavy to ship through the mail and the cost of 
shipping would be enormous. 

To contact John with your order, please use his e-mail: johnkulpa@aol.com 

Photos attached were provided by John Kulpa and taken by  Kathleen Dargel.  Thank you to 
Kathleen, John and Cheryl.  See photos on facing page—and in full glorious colour on line.   

mailto:johnkulpa@aol.com
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ODS Fall Classic 2011      Cheryl M. Taylor 

 What a fabulous fall meeting it was - full of fun, frolic, food, and friendship. Oh, and daylilies, lots of 

daylilies, but not JUST daylilies. Not only did one of the speakers share with us his experience with a plant 

other than daylilies, but I would guess maybe a third of the plant material available for sale was not hems. 

 In Dave Mussar’s opening remarks, he hinted at the day to follow. His keen observation was the 

theme seemed to be a dental one because our first speaker, Tom Polston, is known as The Dentist, our 

second speaker, Brian Bergman is a practicing dentist, Mike Holmes, husband of our third speaker, Sandy 

Holmes, writes a blog about teeth on daylilies, and finally, our fourth speaker, Don Herr, is a retired 

veterinary dentist.    

 Why is Tom Polston known as The Dentist? When assessing the 4000 seedlings he plants every 

year on his farm near Dayton, Ohio,  he is looking for ruffled edges on northern hardy hems and if they 

have teeth, all the better. Let me assure you, he has been quite successful, hence the moniker. No need to 

look south for he has just as impressive hems in the north. He has given them names like CARNIVORE 

(2010), SWIMMING WITH BARRACUDAS (2010), BITE ME IN THE NECK (2010), and BORN TO BITE 

(2011).  

 Besides teeth, Tom is also pursuing patterns, green throats, orange throats with orange edges, 

pinched throats, bitones, one inch edges, unusual forms, sculpting, and 7-8 inch flowers on 45 inch 

scapes. Good thing he has Doug Sterling to help. That is one ambitious program.   Tom’s presentation was 

made even more enjoyable by sharing photos of the many non-human inhabitants of the farm. Among 

them are huge Clydesdales, a dog, cats, and a variety of fowl. Additionally, there are many beautiful artistic 

touches to the gardens as he is a cement finisher by trade so has, for an example, a concrete koi pond 

and a huge metal obelisk, painted to look as if it is made of stone. http://pleasantvalleygardens.net/ 

 Before the second speaker was introduced, the 2011 popularity poll results were revealed. 5 of the 

10 were hybridized by ODS members. And, best of all, the number one flower in the poll was my good 

friend and hard-working club member, BARBARA WHITE!!!!!! Kudos to Bryan Culver and Gil Stelter. We 

can say we knew them when.  

 Dr. Brian Bergman is indeed a dentist but I do not know when he has time to practice. He is so 

passionate about lilies, the ‘orchid’ of the perennial world, that he has travelled the planet to better his 

collection and has won many awards. Brian joined the ODS at Canada Blooms and is the owner of 

Lilycrest Gardens. 

 Lily hybridizers have achieved doubles, ruffles, spiders, and even teeth that are on top, not the 

edges, and are called papillae. There are many more categories of lilies than daylilies. Dare I say that the 

daylily world is much closer to blue than they are?   Brian shared so many interesting facts: the 

Japanese do not like lilies with spots, Holland is breeding for up facing blooms so they can slip into a 

sleeve and thereby ship more easily to florists, there are native Canadian lilies (I knew that one), and the 

most ever paid for a single bulb at auction was one quarter of a million dollars. Pardon me? I thought our 

auctions could get out of hand. 

 Lily propagation: tissue culture has not been successful. Cutting the bulb in half would kill the bulb.  

Scaling (another dental reference) is a good and easy way to increase one’s stock. Many lilies are sterile 

triploids and therefore multiplication of bulbs is the only other way. Brian suggested that maybe the 

tetraploids hems that are sterile might indeed be triploids. Something worth considering for the hybridizers 

among us.  
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http://blog.marilyncornwell.com/2009/07/lilycrest-garden-in-full-bloom.html 

 Someone always has to speak in the afternoon after lunch, when we are stuffed, the room is 

warm, the lights are low, and drowsiness can take our attention away. No one fell asleep during 

Sandy Holmes presentation. Sandy joked that she is now an honorary ODS member because this 

was her third trip from her home in Bellbrook, Ohio, to an ODS event this year. There are some 

paid ODS members who cannot say the same. 

 Both she and husband Mike attribute their daylily addiction to the late Steve Moldovan. 

References to Steve and his partner, Roy Woodhall, peppered the presentation. Sandy’s program 

has a number of goals: one, flowers over eight inches with hopes for twelve inches. Her FLYING 

PURPLE PEOPLE EATER (2009) has a 10.5” flower. Two, ruffled edges on unusual forms. She 

loves the way they dance. Three, a tetraploid with an eye because there are none yet. Sandy made 

an interesting observation – patterns in the south are heat driven and patterns in the north are cold 

driven.  

 Although she likes them huge, she has a couple of tiny, unusual forms, ELFIN SUNSHINE, 

48”, 3.75” and ITSY BITSY MOONLIGHT, 44”, 3.75”. But she does not reject a beautiful round form 

if it appears in the seedling field.  

http://www.daylily.ws/ 

 Last to present was retired dental veterinarian, Don Herr, from Lancaster, Pennsylvania. No 

need to think he will have difficulty with retirement as he has so many varied interests. To name just 

two, other than daylilies, he and his wife both enjoy antiquing. He told us quilts were used for wall 

art after a show in New York City in the 1970s. He wrote a book entitled Pewter in Pennsylvania 

German Churches, published in 1995, after contacting 563 churches in 5 states over a period of 

many years, about their pewter holdings. And those are only two of his many hobbies. He is in 

demand as a public speaker to share his expertise on all the aforementioned topics.  Maybe the 

most famous of his 72 daylilies is HER BEST BLOOMERS. It has an HM and AM, among many 

other awards, so could soon be up for the Stout but he humbly believes it does not have a chance. 

I, for one, hope he is pleasantly surprised. Although he breeds mostly for round forms, he has a few 

spiders and unusual forms such as CAROLYNE’S CURLS named after his granddaughter, 

DANCING GYPSIES, and LAVENDER HADLEBARS. His 2009 polytepal, STARPOLY, sold out in 

four days.  

 Interspersed, throughout Don’s presentation were pictures and stories of his family and vet 

days. Besides the usual large and small animals might expect in the Amish country of 

Pennsylvania, he once worked on a wallaby, and the cat in the movie Girl Interrupted. 

 To read much more about Don Herr, please refer to Melodye Campbell’s excellent article 

about him in the summer 2006 AHS Daylily Journal. 

http://donherrdaylilies.com/ 

  I will conclude by saying, “you should have been there.  

It was one of the better ones”.  
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 From your AHS Regional 4 Publicity Director, Maureen Strong.  

 The social highlight of the daylily season was the Region 4 Convention, 4 Ever Daylilies, held in 

Guelph this year! Having the Hudson Adirondack bus from Albany NY stop by our garden on the 

way to Guelph was a real treat. There was lots of bloom so hopefully all the weeds went unnoticed.  

The court schedule smiled, allowing a week’s vacation right before the R4/11 meeting, a blessing 

that offered me some time to get a small fraction of the garden tidied up and plants dug and ready 

for the meeting.  

Huge thanks for the generosity of the tour hosts, the Armstrong-Reids, the Fretz's, the Mussar's and 

the Stelter's for sharing their fabulous gardens with us. The music in the Stelter and Fretz gardens 

was a real hit, provided by four of Dave and Mary Anne Pearson’s Cottonwood Brass Quintet. The 

tune of the toe-tapping “Rosebuds and Lilies, Pinks and Sweet Willies” was perfect for strolling 

through the historical walk in Gil and Sally Stelter’s garden, and a perfect accompaniment to lunch 

in Marv and Betty Fretz’s garden. Mary Anne and Dave are members of both AHS and ODS. 

Meeting Chair Howard Hansford pulled everything together nicely. Exactly as promised, Howard 

and his team provided great fun, friendship, food and flowers!  

Happily, the AHS R4 annual popularity poll is over for another year. A big “thank you” to those who 

voted. The results will be published on the AHS website as the 2012 List of Pop Poll Winners. This 

may sound confusing, but next year when the public is looking for suggestions for daylilies that have 

proven themselves in area gardens, they will be seeing the most recent compilation of cultivars. 

Controversy and misunderstanding of the purpose of the poll sparked much discussion 

but additional publicity didn't increase participation. The new pre-printed ballot system IS working! 

Last year there were enough write-ins for the same plants that 9 new names appeared on this 

year’s ballot, 8 of them received enough votes this year to confirm their place for next year. They 

are: “Barbara White” (Culver), “Stella’s Ruffled Fingers” (Crichton), “Potala Tapestry” (Stelter), 

“Bombay Silk” (Moldovan), “Jerry Hyatt” (Hanson), “Joshua Slocum” (Hanson), “Lee 

Reinke” (Reinke) and “Summer Farewell” (Rasmussen). 

Congratulations to the hybridizers of the following 5 plants that received enough write-ins this year 

and will also be appearing on next year’s ballot:  “Intelligent Design” (Emmerich), “Annette’s 

Magic” (Rice), “Carnival In Mexico” (Van Sellers), “Her Best Bloomers” (Herr) and “Sun 

Panda” (Culver).     

My second term is almost over so this is my last message as your Region 4 RPD. I've enjoyed the 

past four years being involved in the regional workings of AHS, but didn't accomplish as much as 

intended on the publicity aspect. I'll still be able to pass along AHS Board information as Special 

Chair for International. Now is the time to start planning a trip to next year’s National Convention in 

Columbus, Ohio from July 11th to 14th, 2012! Check your AHS Journal or visit http://

www.daylilies.org for registration info. Plan to attend, you'll never regret it!  

Enjoy your daylily journey! 

Maureen  
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Hi from Maureen Strong  

in the Niagara Peninsula, Ontario Canada. USDA Z 5, Ag Can. Z 6   

 Yes, it's that time of year again, when I shamelessly beg for seeds for the AHS International Seed 

Bank. I'm late with this message and in trying to get it out quickly, I'm recycling some of my old 

lines. Now that it's over, I can say that I was engaged almost fully with Jury Duty from April until last 

Thursday, and what an amazing experience it was!  

 If you ran out of planting room last spring and didn't remove any grass this summer, you just know 

that you'll AGAIN have too many seeds to plant next spring! When you're sorting your seed 

crosses this fall, or going through your refrigerator's veggie bin, please think of this worthwhile 

project. The seed bank would love to have your extras!  Many thanks to those of you who made a 

few extra crosses especially for this project which sends seeds around the world to help spark 

interest in daylilies.   

 Seeds don't have to be from the newest cultivars. Knowing both parents is great, just one is good, 

and even those with lost or no info are most welcome too. There have been some requests for 

species seeds too. Seeds from all foliage types are welcome as seed requests are received from a 

variety of climates. It is never too late in the season to send them to me; the first list of crosses to be 

circulated is made up of seeds received by the end of October and the second list by the end of 

December or January.   

 At the current time, you shouldn't have any difficulty in sending seeds to me in Canada. Unlike 

mailing plants across borders, no phyto or paperwork is required for entry into Canada. Last year I 

recommended that you ask for customs sticker from your post office and adding the note "seeds - 

no commercial value" on it, but the smaller bubble-pack mailings arrived here safely without any 

stickers. It is even easier for fellow Canadians - just put the Ziplocs, coin envelopes, whatever, in a 

padded envelope and mail them to me.  

 Last season there were over 100 recipients from over 19 different countries who received donations 

from 23 AHS members. Please know that your generosity will be sincerely appreciated by many!!  

 I know there are some international robins here, and you are most welcome to request seeds from 

the AHS Seed Bank. You don't have to be an AHS member, and there is no charge to recipients.  

 Thanks in advance, 

 Maureen Strong  

48 Lakeshore Drive 

Stoney Creek, Ontario, Canada  L8E 5C7 AHS International Membership Chair.   

Here are two new members to welcome in the newsletter: 

Welcome to :  

 Brian Morrison,  Niagara On The Lake 
 R. John Garside, Toronto 
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Margret Jelinski.   

I have only been daylily gardening for a few years now.  I’m still adding to my collection. We 

have had a hot, dry summer this year.  In addition to the heat and drought, we had some 

very strong winds which, when combined with the heat, can wreak havoc on daylilies and 

other garden plants.  Despite all this, we had some very nice blooms this year.  The first new 

one that flowered for me was ‘Amber Jewel’, a very pretty flower.  This was her first year 

blooming so I think she will keep getting better.  Another new one was ‘Beautiful Edgings’.   

 

‘Doma Knaresborough’ did well even though she was shaded out by a Kitabela plant that 

towered over her. On the other side of the bush was ‘Dominic’, always a stunner. 

 

Both ‘Elegant Candy’ and ‘El Desperado’ put on quite a display this year. 

 

Even though I have only been growing for a short time, I decided to try my hand at 

hybridizing.  Here are a few of my seedlings.  Hybridizing is a fun and easy thing to do.   
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It’s All in the Past – David Jewell 

Let me start this all out by saying in no way shape or form am I a history buff, a genealogist or even 

a genetic expert. That’s not to say that I don’t have some good genes in my background or know 

who my parents are… or at least I think I know.  As with most people my humble beginning in 

hybridizing was pretty X pretty and I have to say I did see pretty come out of some of them. While 

Pretty x Pretty sometimes throws pretty as I had said, it often creates ugly, butt ugly, burn it ugly, 

and what was I thinking.  While I wish I had unlimited space it didn’t take a long time to realize that 

creating something special took more than just a keen eye, I needed to understand what made 

mom and dad pretty, what made mom and dad open wide, branch 10 ways and have 50 blooms. 

I have spent hours doing graphs and charts trying to figure out what is what. Comparing plants back 

and forth and looking ahead, all in the efforts of planning next years crosses and even saving pollen 

so I  could take genetics to late plants that didn’t bloom together. The task was daunting and I had 

often gotten bored and set aside the work. 

In my real life I write software for a living so I have developed my own database program to track 

the thousands of plants that make up my small business,On Russell, software to turn the daunting 

task of creating The Canadian Daylily Availability Guide. It had become quite apparent that the time 

that I had spent creating genealogy of plants could be used for writing some code to do it all for me 

and that’s where the daylily ancestry program came from. 

While surfing the robins recently I came across a posting of someone looking to understand the 

background of plants and for some reason I agreed to offer up the tool for others to use.  By going 

to my website http://ancestory.onrussell.com/publish.htm the program is currently available for 

anyone to use for free. By clicking on the link the program will install to your desktop and can be 

removed using the add/remove programs option. It’s not perfect and far from finished but right now 

it does the trick and people seem to like it. 

Type the name of the daylily on the top line of the screen and click build, (there is a name showing 
already so if you are just trying it out you can click build). 
  
Elderberry Candy becomes 

((PANDA BEAR x (BORDER BRIDE x TETRA EYE OF NEWT)) x DAN MAHONY) becomes  

(( (EL DESPERADO x REGAL BRAID)x (BORDER BRIDE x TETRA EYE OF NEWT)) x DAN 

MAHONY) becomes 

(( (EL DESPERADO x REGAL BRAID)x ( (SDLG x DARING DILEMMA)x TETRA EYE OF NEWT)) 

x ((FOOLED ME x QUEENSLAND) x TETRA DRAGONS EYE)) 

In a few seconds the research for three generations back is done, there is still lots more to add to 

the program but I hope you will give it a whirl and learn a little bit about the past of your plants.   
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Hybridizer’s  Forum 

Members of The Ontario Daylily Society enjoyed our first hybridizers’ forum following 

the regular ODS meeting on February 19, 2011.   

There were approximately 20 persons attending including myself as moderator. 

Several participants showed slide presentations of their own seedlings, and gave 

short talks on their goals and what they were using in their hybridizing programs.   

The forum was loosely structured and seating was in a roundtable fashion.   

Interaction was encouraged from anyone with questions, suggestions or whatever.  

Discussion items included genetics, seedling selection, and techniques in pollinating, 

growing, pollen storage, labelling and anything else anyone wanted to talk about.  

There seemed to be some interest in doing this again this winter.   

How about it.  

If you want to participate or simple attend, please let me know by email at:   

briary@bell.net  If there is enough interest, I will try to coordinate this with our program 

chair.   

Brian Schram, Briary Daylilies  

Congratulations 

Jerry  

Gregorinski !  

Saxton Award  

Winner at 4 Ever 

Daylilies, 2011. 

Jerry is an 

emerging hybridizer 

and ODS member 

from Bolton. Watch 

for more amazing 

cultivars coming out 

of his programme in 

the future. 
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Tribute to Marie :           (see over please as well)  

Many years ago, Marie left a colourful "Wilds of Missouri" catalogue in the break area at Proctor and 

Gamble. Those jaw dropping pictures changed my life. Marie was already an AHS member, Region 

20, I joined too. We ordered dozens of those $2 specials from Wilds, we traded plants and admired 

each other's daylilies. Marie was at the first Can-Am Daylily Muster on April 5, 1997. Actually this 

was a mini-symposium with grand ideas and enthusiasm put on by the Buffalo BADS guys to 

welcome Canadians to the newly-expanded AHS Region 4. Ontario Daylily Society was formed two 

months after this meeting and Marie was a founding member. As ODS grew, Marie's focus 

slowly moved from African violets to daylilies. In spite of health issues, she was still able to attend 

ODS meetings until this spring. I will always be thankful to Marie for getting me started on this 

fabulous daylily journey.   

Rest in peace, Marie. 

Maureen 

Call for a volunteer 

Kindly consider  

Volunteering to  

Take over the  

Editing of the  

Newsletter  

Effective with  

The next issue.   

Thanks so much 

Betty Fretz 
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DAWSON, MARY ELLEN THERESA (Nee 
Pankovich) It is with great sadness that we announce 
the passing of Mary Ellen Dawson on July 5, 2011 at 
Juravinski Hospital in her 80th year. Beloved wife of 
George Dawson. Loving mother of Dwayne & Ron. 
Mary Ellen was a retired employee of Proctor & 
Gamble with many years of service. She will be sadly 
remembered by the many groups of Flower Societies 
in the Hamilton area. Visitation will be held at P.X. 
DERMODY FUNERAL HOME, 796 Upper Gage 
Ave., on Friday, July 8th from 2-4 & 7-9 p.m. Prayers 
will be said on Friday at 8pm. A Funeral Mass will be 
offered at Blessed Sacrament Parish on Saturday, 
July 9th at 10am. Cremation to follow. Donations to a 
charity of your choice would be appreciated by the 
family. On-line condolences can be made to 
www.dermodys.com 

FAREWELL  

MOORE ERIC D. MOORE, age 32, entered into rest Saturday,, 
June 11, 2011; beloved husband of Angela (nee Garlock) Moore; 
loving father of Veronica and Isaac; dearest son of Duane Moore 
and Diane (nee Cibroski) Moore; dearest brother of Amy Moore; 
and several aunts, uncles, and cousins; and dearest grandson of 
Merle Moore. He was preceded in death by his maternal 
grandparents Veronica and Theodore Cibroski, and paternal 
grandfather Donald Moore. Family will receive friends 
THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 2011 from 4-8 P.M. at the MISENCIK 
FUNERAL HOME. 36363 DETROIT RD., AVON. Funeral mass 
10 a.m. Friday at Nativity Church, 1454 Lexington Ave., Lorain 
(meet at Church). Interment Calvary Cemetery, Lorain. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Woundedwarrior project.org. 
 

http://project.org
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ODS Picnic at 

the White’s.  

Founding member Ron 

Crawford and his wife 

Shelley 
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    From Page 1—President’s message continued 

....they kept things lively through historic downtown Guelph and to and from the gardens. 

Jane Fish and Marilyn Dolyniuk in charge of logistics, directions and bus routes, Kathy 

Conway, gift bag goodies and donations and Mary Ann and Dave Pearson for bringing along 

their tuba quartet to entertain us in Gil and Sally's garden...a great surprise and perfect for a 

garden steeped in history.  Behind the scene workers, big, big thank you to treasurer Ross 

Dettweiler, event treasurer Jack Meyers, our Registrar and Web-Master Kelly Noel (endless 

hours spent making sure people knew who, when, where, why and what) and finally our 

committee chair Howard Hansford, the man who really did it all, kept us in line and is I'm 

sure taking a well-deserved break. 

  

 There was a collective sigh of relief and then just three weekends later Nick and 

Barbara White hosted the annual ODS Picnic at their AHS Display Garden in Beeton...truly 

duty above and beyond for two people who were just about "daylilied out". It was a perfect 

day! The garden put on quite a show...the daylilies still blooming extravagantly, a huge hosta 

collection, an amazing variety of perennials, shrubs and annual. It was a great day, with 

great hospitality, great food, friends and fun. Thank you so much Barbara for your unstinting 

work on behalf of ODS, for sharing you garden with us and for making sure that Nick gets all 

the heavy lifting...make that digging...done. 

  

 Next on our busy schedule was The Fall Classic and Annual Meeting and Election 

— you can read about our featured speakers elsewhere in this issue and I'll report briefly on 

the election.  Each year 4 of our 8 Board positions are up for election or re-election. This 

year it was the directors and we welcome four new faces to The Board...Directors Mike 

Georges, Christine Longpre, Brian Schram and Director at Large Kelly Noel who take office 

officially on November 1, 2011.   And to out-going Board members Betty Fretz, Barbara 

White, Michael Gary Patterson and Jenny-Lynn Gasparek, thank you for all your hard work 

and dedication to the cause.  Enjoy a well-deserved break from the Board but not, as you 

have all affirmed, from our  club.  And ending on a sad note The Ontario Daylily Society has 

made a contribution to the AHS Endowment Fund in memory of ODS founding member 

Marie Dawson who died this summer and Eric Moore who many of you will remember from 

last spring's CAN-AM.  Both are a great loss to the daylily community. 

  

 Time to wrap up this long message. Check out the calendar and note the dates for 

2012 and the extra meeting added in March. Try and make a point of getting to as many 

events as you can. And most important let us know how we can make The Ontario Daylily 

Society work for you. 

  

As always it's daylilies 

Faye  


