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THE 2012 ODS POPULARITY POLL WINNER – ‘SUN PANDA’ CULVER 2009 
 IN THIS ISSUE 

Fellow ODS Members….. 

 

It's that season again and the 

challenges of summer 2012 are just 
about over.  The garden is bathed in 
all its autumn glory today...swathes 
of blue New England asters, splashes 
of pink colchicum (naked ladies to 
some) and pink turtle head, bees 
buzzing in the autumn crocus, 
ornamental grasses making a 
statement, the blaze of red on the 
maples by the south pond...Wow! 
And there's even a gorgeous yellow 
bloom on ‘BRUCE MORGAN’ with 
more to come.  It's a great late from 
Henry Lorrain's program and I'd be 
all over it if I was a serious hybridizer. 
It truly is soothing here in the garden 
as I get ready for winter and a 
perfect time to reflect. 

Which leads me to a recent ODS 
Robin post from Debby Oxby, a self- 

described 'newbie' to ODS and 
daylilies.  Hope you read it. Debbie 
raises some serious questions and 
concerns regarding our, Ontario 
Daylily Society, purpose and 
whether we are meeting the needs 
of a very diverse membership...a 
tough one to gauge and an issue that 
will be addressed. We are as already 
stated, a diverse group with varied 
interests and approaches.  I like to 
describe myself as an 'abundant 
gardener' (there is a book called The 
Abundant Garden).  Everything is 
planted choc-o-bloc...some would 
say crammed.  I like to think the 
weeds don't stand a chance or at 
least you can't see them.  Along with 
perennials of all stripes including 
native plants, bulbs, ornamental 
grasses, trees, shrubs, hosta, the 
border incorporates my 800 plus and 
growing daylily collection.  Seed 
heads and grass plumes are left on, 
volunteers encouraged.  Long-time 

 

ODS Fall Classic 
Check out what happened at the Fall Classic.   

Page 3 

A Different Kind of Daylily Show 

See what happens when you work with your 
neighbours. 

Page 6 

AHS National Convention 

Art in the gardens of the National Convention. 

Page 7 

Visit to an Open Garden 

A little gem in southwestern Ontario, the Garden 
of Jane Fish. 

Page 14 

President’s Message 
by Faye Collins 



O.D.S & ENDS NEWSLETTER - VOLUME 15 | Issue 3  2 

 

 

ODS member, David Retallick, our 
speaker for October, on the other 
hand has a garden that is not only 
beautiful, but is the epitome of neat. 
It includes many of the same plants, 
but David would never dream of 
leaving seed heads or grass plumes 
over the winter.  Different strokes, 
different folks.  What unites us, what 
is common ground for David, myself 
and all ODS members is a shared 
passion for daylilies.  It is this shared 
interest that has kept ODS viable, 
but perhaps it's time to freshen up a 
bit. 

"We come for the daylilies, but stay 
for the people".   Not quite.  It's a 
slogan often repeated to the point of 
cliché at many a daylily meeting.  We 
may enjoy the people... I certainly 
do, but we won't stay unless the 
organization continues to be 
relevant, interesting and inclusive 
and to present fresh news and views. 

Our membership recently dropped 
below 200 for the first time in years. 
It does raise some questions and we 
would appreciate your response in 
whatever form you are comfortable. 
Here are just a few..... 

...Is ODS meeting the needs of all its 
membership?...new, longstanding, 
novice, expert?.... 
...Is ODS accessible to all 
members?...newsletter, meetings, 
website, Robin, computer?.... 
...Is ODS too widespread 
geographically? 
...Is information getting out 
there?....computer option, website, 
newsletter, word of mouth? 
...Do you automatically check 
subject line, file for later or delete ? 

Your input is not just valuable, it is 
essential if our society is to survive 
and thrive. The Board cannot plan in 
a vacuum so to speak.  Use the ODS 

Robin, contact members of the 
Board or each other, encourage new 
members, come to meetings and 
events, but most important keep 
growing, hybridizing and promoting 
our favourite flower as that is what 
we are all about. And please take 
advantage of all ODS has to offer to 
you and all daylily lovers.  
 

As Always, yours in Daylilies… 

 …..Faye  

president@ontariodaylilies.on.ca 

 

ODS LIBRARY UPDATE 

If you are interested in becoming 
the ODS Librarian please connect 
with Brian and Diane Jones. 

vicepresident@ontariodaylily.on.ca 

 

 

 

Well my second issue is now in your 

hands and hopefully you are finding 
the articles and photos interesting.  
With the newsletter now available 
from the ODS website, it allows us to 
use many coloured pictures of club 
events and of course daylilies.   I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
give a big THANK YOU to Nick 
White who has provided the majority 
of the photos for the website and the 
newsletters.   Thanks Nick.  Your 
time and effort s are appreciated.  

The photo here is an auction win I 
received at the Fall Meeting.  Don’t 
you just love those edges?  If there is 
additional or different information 
you would like to see in your  

newsletter, drop me an email with 
your request.   I haven’t heard from 
too many of you.  Content for our 
newsletter comes from club events 
and you the members.  So don’t be 
shy, take some photos, jot down 
your thoughts and comments and 
send it to the editor. 

Deadlines for submissions are: 

 February 1st 
 June 1st 
 October 1st 

The newsletter will then follow 
shortly after the deadline.  But don’t 
feel you have to wait till the deadline 
to submit to the editor at 

hhansford@rogers.com   

Your O.D.S & Ends Newsletter 
by Howard Hansford 

‘Longboard Chick’  
Hansen 2012 

mailto:president@ontariodaylilies.on.ca
mailto:vicepresident@ontariodaylily.on.ca
mailto:hhansford@rogers.com
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 ‘LIKE A GEE SIX’  
 Hansen 2012 

MAUREEN STRONG HONOURED 

 

Greetings from the back of a bus between 
tour gardens at the AHS National 
Convention in Columbus Ohio! 
Last night there were a number of awards 
presented after dinner and before the 
auction.  I'm very pleased to announce that 
Maureen Strong was the recipient of the 
Region 4 Service Award 2012.  Maureen has 
been a longtime supporter and tireless 
worker for the AHS and Region 4 and 
continues to serve the organization on many 
levels including as the chair for the 
international members.  Congratulations 
Maureen!  It is a well-deserved recognition.   

…..Dave Mussar 

Daylily E-News 
Want flowers delivered to your inbox? Sign 
up for "Daylily E-News" by going to the AHS 
home page and scrolling down to "Daylily E-
News" to sign up. Or go directly to 
http://www.daylilies.org/ENews.html and 
click on "Subscribe" 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTES 
 

  

The greatest gift of the garden is the 
restoration of the five senses. 

 Hanna Rion 

I can’t die this year; I have to see my 
seedlings bloom next year! 

 Ida Munson 

  

NEW MEMBERS - WELCOME 

A big ODS welcome to new member 
Brian Crye, Toronto, Ontario. 

lllll

 

 A small group of daylily enthusiasts 

gathered on a warm fall Saturday to 
share the delight of daylilies from 
Dan Hansen from Geneva, Florida 
and Gus Guzinski from Kalamazoo, 
Michigan.  Dan started the day off 
with a video presentation of his 2012 
spring and fall collections.  The video 
provided a different approach from 
the routine power point since it 
allowed one to see all aspects of the 
plants and flowers.  Dan is working 
on pushing water marks out to the 
edges of the flower so you have 
flowers with large edges and no eye.   
Since he doesn’t like to bend over, 
his program has large flowers on 
higher scapes.  His program is quite 
large with 20000 seedlings planted 
annually all to be selected down to 
50 or so plants for introduction.  
According to Dan “He is living the 
dream” with his daylily hybridizing 
garden.  Folks at the meeting had a 
special treat when Dan wrapped up 
his presentation with a never before 
showing of his 2013 introductions.   

Next up was Gus Guzinski who you 
couldn’t miss with his bright yellow 
daylily shirt made especially for him 
by his wife.  Gus likes to hybridize 
just for himself and is focused on 
early flowers, flowers that bloom 
before ‘Stella de Oro’.  With three 
registrations to date, ‘Welcome to 
Xenon’, ‘Spring Storm’ and ‘To Go 
Boldly’, Gus recommends that in 
order to get the best flower the best 
cross is half sibling to sibling crosses.   
He also showed us some of his 
seedlings with “eye with a point” and 
“stippled eyes”.  Gus had lots of 
advice and cautioned hybridizers 
that you can go to a lot of work to 
produce someone else’s flower.  Gus’ 

dream 
is to 
produce a red daylily with a white 
throat. 

Just after lunch, which had aGreek 
flare and was delicious as always, the 
group in attendance was treated to a 
presentation of Canada’s newest 
Botanical Garden, Whistling Gardens 
by Darren Heimbecker.  Whistling 
Gardens is located on a 56 acre farm 
in Wilsonville, Ontario and houses 
one of the largest, well let’s just say 

the largest, conifer collection in the 
world.  Darren loves trees and has 
transformed 19 acres of his farm into 
multiple gardens with stair case 
waterfalls, stone walls, perennials 
and unique tree specimens.  Who 
could forget that picture of the 

ODS Fall Classic and AGM 
by Howard Hansford 

http://www.daylilies.org/ENews.html
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Norway Spruce that goes bright 
golden yellow with the first frost of 
the fall.  Darren provided a very 
delightful and informative talk and 
several of his trees ended up in the 
afternoon’s auction.   

An important part of every Fall 
meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting for the club.  With 
treasurer’s report, membership 
update, currently at 193 members, 
and setting the club meeting dates 
for the next year.  Just before lunch, 
Kelly Noel lead the group through a 
review of the proposed changes for 
the ODS Bylaws.  Much discussion 
had happened over the summer on 

the email Robin so Kelly very 
efficiently presented the material 
and members voted.  This had been 
quite the task since changes over the 
years to the bylaws had never been 
recorded.  All the changes are on the 
ODS website.  The final part of the 
AGM is the election of officers for 
the coming year.  Check out the 
listing of the new executive and 
committee chairs elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 

Oh…. I can’t forget the plant sale 
that ran all day and the Chinese 
Auction was one of the largest ever 
at an ODS function.  With the size of 
the group small, many went home 

with a great addition for their 
gardens.  And of course what we all 
come for, the Live Plant Auction was 
held.  The bidding was slow and low 
and thus the perfect time for folks in 
attendance to get some great 2012 
introductions from Lady Bug 
Daylilies.  So if you forgot to attend 
the ODS Fall Classic be sure to mark 
your calendar for next year, 
September 14th, 2013.  The group 
might be smaller but it is still an 

important fundraiser for the club.  

 

  

You could hear the hear the wheels a turning as ODS 

members tried to decide which of the Curt Hanson 2012 
and 2011 introductions they should try for their garden at 
the recent babysitting meeting in June 2012.  If you have 
never been to the club’s Babysitting meeting then you are 
missing out on a great opportunity to access recent 
introductions at no cost.   Under the watchful eye of 
Jenny-Lynn Gasparek and her team, Sonia Rizzato, Brian 
Schram and Don Blakely, club members had the 
opportunity to receive two plants to try in their gardens 
for the next two years. And congratulations to Wendy 
Nicholds, Ottawa and Wyoma Fauconnier, Thunder Bay. 

They won the 
draw and are now 
babysitting two 
current Curt 
Hanson cultivars, 
without having to 
make the long 
trek to 
Burlington.  

 
Returns from previous year's babysitting plants were also 
available for club members to purchase.  The June 
meeting was also a good opportunity to get a few more 
plants for the garden and you cannot beat the reasonable 
prices.   
 
Other highlights from the meeting included a spirited 
discussion about the club’s Bylaw changes that were 
reviewed and voted on at the September Annual Meeting.  
As always Kathy Conway had a delightful lunch organized 
and member’s additions were delicious.  Thank you Kathy 

and members for your contributions to the lunch.   
 

June Babysitting 
Meeting and Plant Sale 
by Howard Hansford 
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Get those creative minds and hands working 
this fall and winter! 
 
The Ontario Daylily Society’s first Birdhouse Contest at 
the 2010 Can-Am CLASSIC was enthusiastically supported 
by all in attendance and now has become an annual 
tradition.  Now is the time to get organized, design and 
build that bird house for the judging at the 2013 CAN-AM 
Classic.  We‘re hoping for even more entries this year!  
 
We want this to be an entertaining event for Can-Am 
Classic participants – viewing, voting and the auction - as 
well as a rewarding experience for those who create and 
enter a birdhouse.  
 

1) Any registered 2013 Can-Am Classic participant is 
eligible to enter. There is no entry fee.  

2) One birdhouse entry per registered participant 
(Thus couples may enter 2 houses.)  

3) All birdhouses will be in one ‘Class’ only and 
judged comparatively against each other.  

4) All 2013 Can-Am Classic participants and guest 
presenters are eligible to vote during the Can-Am 
Classic for their three favourites.  Ballots will be 
provided in your registration packages.  

5) Popular appeal will decide placements.  Winners 
will be announced during the Can-Am Classic.  

6) Prizes will be selected by the Can-Am Classic 
Committee.  Details available at the Can-Am. 

7) All birdhouses entered become the property of 
the 2013 Can-Am Classic and will be auctioned off 
to the highest bidders during the event.  The 

auction proceeds go to the Ontario Daylily 
Society.  

8) Your birdhouse entry must be able to withstand 
normal outdoor garden placement and must be 
built to provide actual use by your selected specie 
(i.e. appropriate access hole, inside space for a 
normal nest, etc.) The material used is up to you 
and the interior should be paint free.  Exterior? ….. 
Use your imagination! …. painted, carved, 
adorned with jewels and baubles, natural rough 
sawn wood, attached doorknobs or license plates 
or antique hinges or mini cupolas ……. We’ve all 
seen both simple and elaborate birdhouses during 
our garden visits.  

9) For practical reasons of displaying and handling 
the overall exterior dimensions cannot exceed 18” 
x 18” x 24” or 46 cm x 46 cm x 61 cms. (NB: If your 
entry will not stand on its own on the contest table 
display, you may provide a simple stand for 
support).  

10) Do not place any permanent identification on your 
entry.  

11) Simply create your birdhouse following these 
guidelines and bring it with you to the 2013 Can-
Am Classic. We will register it in the contest with 

you when you arrive.    
 

 

  Invite a friend to 

join you at the 

2013 Can-Am 

Classic 

The 2013 CAN-AM Classic 

Birdhouse Contest 
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Bringing people to the garden for an open garden can 

sometimes be a struggle especially when you have been 
having an open garden for several years.  I always try and 
think up something new and different to attract my 
regular customers back to the garden as well as looking 
for a new demographic that might want to stop by and see 
what’s going on in the garden. 

 

Typically I have my daylily open garden the third week in 
July - typical peak bloom or is it really anymore?  With 
careful consideration and by watching the bloom 
progression and listening to the chatter on the robins it 
was decided this year that the open garden would be held 
during peak bloom July 7th and 8th.  It was a scary 
proposition and I recall hesitating before shelling out 
money for my advertisement in the paper. 

My neighbours had approached me this spring about 

doing a joint show with them, Clark (Sam) and his wife 

both do stained glass and Clark also does stone and wood 

sculpture.  After a bit of thought came the new concept… 

Art in the Garden. To further the experience a second 

garden where my hybridizing program is located was also 

opened up to the public.  This adding of a second location 

a few blocks away created an almost mini garden tour. 

 

Publicity was key.  With 
my neighbours promoting 
the show from an artistic 
side and I from the 
Humane Society support 
side, promotion was not a 
problem.  The event ended 
up being promoted in 
three local papers and 
brought in a different 
demographic and of 
course many new visitors 
to the garden.   

 

So if you’re interested in bringing in a new and different 
bunch of people to visit your garden why not start 
planning next year to add something new and you can 

have yourself A Different Kind of Daylily show.  

 

  

A Different Kind of Daylily Show 
by David Jewell on Russell 



O.D.S & ENDS NEWSLETTER - VOLUME 15 | Issue 3  7 

 

 

When I go to an AHS National 

Convention I expect to see daylilies, 
hundreds, probably thousands of 
them.   This year was no different 
and despite the drought and earlier 
than usual bloom season there were 
still more than enough daylilies in 
bloom to satisfy me.  When 
visiting gardens I’m always 
looking for new design ideas, 
companion plantings and unusual 
perennials that I might be able to 
incorporate into my gardens at 
home.   Something that always 
catches my attention is art in the 
garden. 

Art is a very personal thing – there 
are things you either love or hate.  
Large pieces become part of the 
hardscape of the garden – statuary, 
fountains, rusted farm implements 
and the like.  They become  feature 
pieces that serve to draw our eyes, 
provide a focus and break up the 
monotony of garden bed after 
garden bed.  Then there are small 

pieces of art that we stumble across 
providing a welcome surprise.  If 

they can make me laugh, all the 
better! 

The Hensley Garden had many 
garden art objects.  Some felt it was 
too much, some felt it was too 

kitschy but it made me smile and 
laugh and for me that was worth the 
price of admission.  I may have taken 
more non-daylily pictures in this 
garden than flower pictures and 
there were lots of flowers to see.  
There was the “moon rover” metal 
sculpture made from bolts, 

sprockets and other 
leftover pieces.  There 
were several trough 
fairy gardens that 
were clearly designed 
with the Hensley’s 
young daughter in 
mind.  The beauty of 
these pieces is that 
they are portable and 
you can move them 
around at will to give 
your garden a 
different look each 
year or each season if 

you choose.  The guard dog statue 
just peeking out from the cedars 

caught me by surprise and was 
perfectly placed. 

My absolute favourite pieces in the 
Hensley Garden had to be the Mad 
Ants series.  These are small (about 
6 – 8” tall) vicious-looking metal 
ant figures that were placed in 
strategic locations throughout the 
garden.  I absolutely loved the little 
vignette with the angry ants 
carrying away a couple of garden 
gnomes.  There was another where 
an angry ant had broken a pink 

flamingo – kitschy garden art, taking 
on kitschy garden art!  I had to laugh!  
There was also a pottery dragon’s 
head affixed at eye level to an arbour 
post as you exited from the back 
yard.  You couldn’t miss it.  
Whimsical but I liked it! 

 Most if not all of the gardens 
featured large, painted metal 
daylilies that stood at least 6 – 7 feet 
tall.  They made quite a statement 

The AHS National Convention  
Art in the Garden 

by Dave Mussar 
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and many of us just had to have our 
pictures taken with them.  The ones 
pictured here are from Amity 
Abloom, the garden of Charles and 
Cynthia Lucius, the convention 
chairs.  The ones in Jamie Gossard’s 
garden had oversized teeth, 
naturally!  Amity Abloom also had a 
life-size metal horse that was all 
corralled up on the far side of the 
back garden.  Another favourite of 
mine was the large “Zen frog” 
meditating on a rock in the Angel’s 
Paradise Garden.  It made me laugh 
and feel peaceful at the same time.  
Perhaps the most amazing display 
was the spectacular glass creations 
of artist Dale Chihuly that were 
integrated throughout the Franklin 
Conservatory which was the location 
of the Ohio hybridizers’ historic 
daylily garden. 

There are many ways to incorporate 
art in the garden.  It doesn’t need to 
be expensive.  There are many found 
objets d’art that are free for the 
taking.  You may already have some 
in your garage!   Use your 
imagination.  Garden art is a 
personal choice.  It is a reflection of 
your personality, style or perhaps 
your sense of humour.  Maybe that is 
why some people laugh and others 

clearly don’t get the joke!     

 

We recently attended our first ODS 

function, the 2012 Picnic at 
Nottawasaga Daylilies. The weather 
co-operated and the rain stopped for 
the 11-3pm duration. Our interest in 
late-blooming daylilies was piqued 
by being able to see so many in 
bloom out in the fields. Our hosts, 
Tom and Julie Wilson, were gracious 
and helpful. We met other newbies 
and had some great conversations 
about daylilies and other interests. 
Faces we'd seen only in publications 

became real people. Any 
apprehension we had about 
attending quickly disappeared. 

 Just daylily lovers spending time 
with other daylily lovers. 

We hadn't taken a daylily from our 
own gardens for the exchange for 
fear of passing on two bad weeds we 
haven't yet been able to eradicate.  
So we were amazed at the 
generosity which sent us home with 
two free daylilies, one of which is a 
Dettweiler 2012 registration whose 
details we won't know until 
publication in 2013. A bonus picture 
came with it helping us with colour 
placement. But did we plant it in the 
right spot, size-wise and season-
wise? Anticipation - just one more 

reason to look forward to yet 
another gardening year in 2013!  For 
those of you who still haven't 
attended an ODS function, give it a 

try soon. We're sure glad we did.  
 

  

 
 

Tried and True Deer 
Resistant Perennials 

From a recent discussion on 
the Daylilies for Northern 
Climates email robin. 

Bleeding Heart 

Alliums 

Ornamental Grasses 

Russian Sage 

Nepeta 

Monarda 

Peonies 

Siberian and all species of Iris 

Hellebores 

Geraniums 

Columbine 

Pulmonaria 

 

ODS Picnic 2012 
by Dorothy Ingram 
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Time is ticking………. 

Ok so things change, for the good 

or the bad - there is always change.  
Last spring a decision was made to 
move the ODS Lycett award from 
being voted on in the fall and 
presented in the spring.  I know I 
spent my last summer looking at -
well I guess that is the summer of 
2011-  looking at and photographing 
the flowers to submit and making 
sure that they were ready for the fall 
meeting.   

Well the fall meeting has come and 
past already and I guess now is the 
time to get together the pictures for 
next year’s ODS award.  This year’s 
deadline is Dec 31st, 2012.   

Here are the rules: 

 This award formally 
recognizes a daylily seedling 
hybridized by an ODS 
member that has shown 
itself to be of high quality in 
both plant and flower 
attributes. 
 

 All submissions must have 
been grown in Canada by an 
ODS member residing within 
Canada. 
 

 Seedlings submitted must 
been grown in regular or 
amended garden soil and not 
in a greenhouse, nor in a pot. 
 

 Each submission to the 
competition must include 
two pictures of the daylily, 
one showing a close up of 
the flower and the second 

clearly showing the plant 
branching and bud count 
with an open flower visible in 
the picture. 
 

 For each submission please 
indicate the category the 
entry is to be entered in and 
include key statistics such as 
flower diameter, scape 
height, bud count and 
number of branches. For 
spiders please indicate 
spider ratio and for unusual 
forms the UF category.  No 
markings identifying the 
parents of the seedling 
should be visible in the 
picture, nor should there be 
any markings that might 
identify the submitter. 

 

For full details on the Lycett Award 
please visit the ODS website at  

http://www.ontariodaylily.on.ca/p
ages/Lycettpages/LycettAwardCRI

TERIA.html   

 

PAST LYCETT AWARD WINNERS 

 

Best Overall Seedling 2006 
Hybridized by Barry Matthie 

 

Best Overall Seedling 2007 
Hybridized by Helen James 

 

Best Overall Seedling 2008 
Hybridized by Penny Manning  

Douglas Lycett Award Submissions 
by David Jewell 

Invite a friend to 

join the Ontario 

Daylily Society 

http://www.ontariodaylily.on.ca/pages/Lycettpages/LycettAwardCRITERIA.html
http://www.ontariodaylily.on.ca/pages/Lycettpages/LycettAwardCRITERIA.html
http://www.ontariodaylily.on.ca/pages/Lycettpages/LycettAwardCRITERIA.html
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‘POTALA TAPESTRY’ 

 

For those of you who were unable to attend the Fall 

Classic this year, you missed the presentation of the 
results of the Ontario Daylily Society Popularity Poll for 
2012.   

This year 43 ODS members participated in the poll 
identifying their favourite, best performing daylilies in 
their gardens.  This year there was no pre-selected ballot, 
the poll was entirely open and members wrote-in their top 
10 cultivars.  Most members voted on-line at the Ontario 
Daylily Society website which then automatically 
forwarded the votes to me in an email.  Some members 
just emailed me directly with their choices.  Regardless of 
how they voted, each member was only allowed to vote 
once.  A total of 252 cultivars received votes, with 25 
receiving 3 or more and 180 receiving single votes. 

The purpose of the annual poll is to identify cultivars that 
are superior performers in our gardens and are beautiful 
as well.  By voting, we are recommending these cultivars 
not only to other club members but to the gardening 
public too as the ODS will publicize the results.  The poll is 
meant to be a fun activity and is a way to express our 
opinions and tastes.  It’s not surprising that we don’t all 
like the same thing!  Some like them big, others small.  
Some like bagels, others spiders and UFs.  I don’t know 
about you, but I find bloom season and all the activities 
that go into it pretty hectic (hybridizing, photographing, 
travelling, deadheading and even once in a while, 
weeding!).  The popularity poll forces me to stop and think 
about which 10 daylilies are the absolute best in my 
garden.  I approach it like if I could only take 10 daylilies 
with me to a desert island (well, maybe a more temperate 

island, without palm trees), which ones would they be? 

Below are the top cultivars as voted this year by you, the 
ODS membership.  Due to a few ties, there are more than 
10 cultivars in this list. 

Cultivar Total Rank 

‘Sun Panda’ 15 1 

‘Spirit Zone’ 14 2 

‘Barbara White’ 10 3 

‘Beautiful Edgings’ 7 4 

‘Lord Trickster’ 7 4 

‘Dragon So’ 6 6 

‘Potala Tapestry’ 6 6 

‘Diane Crawford’ 5 8 

‘Elsie Stelter’ 5 8 

‘Jade Princess’ 5 8 

‘Primal Scream’ 5 8 

‘Ruby Spider’ 5 8 

‘Spirit Fox’ 5 8 

 

Perhaps not surprisingly, cultivars hybridized by ODS club 
members are strongly represented as our top performers.  
In fact only 3 daylilies in the list above do not come from 
ODS hybridizers!   Four of the above cultivars ‘Sun Panda’, 

‘Spirit Zone’, ‘Primal Scream’ and ‘Ruby Spider’, also 
appear in the top vote getters in the AHS Region 4 
Popularity Poll this year.   For ‘Sun Panda’, ‘Elsie Stelter’ 
and ‘Diane Crawford’ it was the first time they had 
cracked the top 10 in the ODS Popularity Poll.   

Congratulations to both Bryan Culver and Gil Stelter on 
the popularity of their registrations!  Thank you to all 
members who took the time to vote and share their 

opinions on their best performing cultivars.  

 

ODS 2012 Popularity Poll Results 
by Dave Mussar 
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A bit of information about this guy 

in the picture: His name is DAVID 
REID RETALLICK, born in 
PETERBOROUGH, ONTARIO right 
beside his mother. In fact he still 
lives with her and her husband on a 
50 acre farm just south of PETER-
BOROUGH. He is the sole owner and 
operator of a garden maintenance 
company by the name of DAVIDS 
GARDEN SERVICE, catchy isn’t it!  It 
was a former company called 
PERFECT PRUNING.  

He has been hybridizing daylilies for 
12 years now, with 13 registrations to 
date.  He now grows about 200 plus 
named varieties at his farm location. 

The seedlings number 
around 200 with about 700 
seeds collected this year. 
He grows daylilies as a 
hobby for the sheer joy of 
getting up every morning 
in the blooming season to 
gaze at a flower that is 
nowhere else on earth. He 
has still not found his path 
in daylilies as he loves 
large and double flowers 
the most. 

David is striving to develop a better 
daylily like so many other backyard 
hybridizers and loving each and 
every new seedling that comes 
along. This year was a real challenge 
for all the gardeners with so little 
rain fall but the plants did put on a 
great show. 

He sells from his farm:  DAYLILIES, 
TRUE LILIES, HOSTA, IRIS 
and GRASSES - just check out 
the web site 

www.davidsgardenservice.ca 

to see what he has done and can do.  

 Hope to see you all this month’s 
meeting - you can tell me what you 
like about my program as I am still in 
the B league of hybridizers and want 
to move up to the big leagues 
someday soon. 

ALL THE BEST 

…….DR   

  

October Meeting Profile 
by David Retallick 
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If you enter “phytosanitary” into 

“Google search”, page after page 
about phytos will be displayed at 
your fingertips.  Basically, a phyto is 
a paper certificate issued by a 
Federal Ag Inspector that declares 
that those inspected plants are free 
of nasty bugs and diseases, thus 
allowing those plants to be imported 
by another country. The purpose 
here is to help members understand 
exactly why phytos are now almost 
impossible for us to get at daylily 
meetings held in the U.S.A.   

 

Knowing some background may 
help.  Back in the 80’s, the U.S. was 
our source for daylilies and there 
were many American daylily 
suppliers who exported to Canada to 
serve our growing market.  They 
made themselves familiar with  our 
Canadian government’s regulations 
for importing plants.  In the years 
following, more Canadians started 
growing daylilies and as more 
became available in Canada, the 
number of US exporters decreased, 
which also meant a decrease in the 
number of growers who knew about 
the process of acquiring phyto 
certificates. The process of 

inspections and phytos has 
undergone considerable change 
since those days.  

The procedure necessary to provide 
us Canadians at the National with 
phytos for our bus plants or auction 
purchases would have been 
impossible to accomplish, and is well 
outside the scope of the convention 
organization. Their current State law 
requires that all the gardens from 
which the plants originated be 
inspected, including a soil inspection 
specifically targeted at invasive 
species of high interest.  In the mid-
western United States, the soybean 
cyst nematode is the main concern 
with daylilies coming into Canada. 
This was an impossible requirement 
for our hosts at the National because 
plant donations came from gardens 
all over the United States.  Even 
accompanied with proper proof of 
garden inspection (and a corre-
sponding  "clean bill of health"), the 
individual plants being 
carried/shipped to Canada would 
also need to be inspected by a 
certified agent of the Ohio 
Department of Agriculture and 
issued a phyto certificate. Finding an 
agent available to attend to this at 
the convention wasn’t possible.  
Even if it had been, the logistics of 
scheduling a time and place for 
inspections of our plants and writing 
up the paperwork for us in a crowd of 
600 wouldn’t have worked given that 
we were all travelling on different 
buses with different time tables. The 
expectation of having phytos 
provided was doomed from the 
start.  

Armed with this information, don’t 
plan or expect the National or 
Regional meetings to be plant 
shopping opportunities.  Instead 
place an order with your favourite 
supplier who already ships inter-
nationally, and arrange for your 
order (with accompanying phyto) to 
be sent to the convention hotel for 
you to pick up and bring home.  
Remember that if you are crossing 
the border by plane with your plants, 
you will be signing a written 
declaration about the goods you are 
carrying.  Though we may be familiar 
with Canada’s import requirements, 
we can’t expect gardeners in other 

countries to know about them.  

About those Phytosanitary Certificates 
by Maureen Strong 

At the Fall Annual 

General Meeting 

several important 

changes were made 

to the ODS Bylaws.  

Check out the 

club’s website for 

all the details on 

the changes. 
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On an annual basis a small group of local daylily enthusiasts 

have gathered to view each other’s gardens around peak bloom. 
We would caravan around from house to house en masse and 
spend an hour or so in each garden, viewing the cultivars but 
also the newest seedlings. This year, with the timing of the 
National and the early start to the season, the tour was later 
than usual, a bit past peak bloom but still lots to see. As many 
other people had prior commitments it turned out to be 
primarily our little local group (including semi-interested 
spouses who like to get together to poke fun at the real 
enthusiasts!). This year we started at Gil and Sally Stelter's place 
and my garden was the third of the four we visited. 
 
I worked like mad on Friday (hybridizing always comes first) but 
then cut the grass, weeded and started deadheading. Spent a 
total of 6 hours deadheading (including by headlamp until close 
to midnight and another couple of hours early in the morning 
before the tour) and still only managed to get the beds on the 
front of the house finished! You know you have too many 
daylilies when...... 
 
Anyway since things looked nice I took a few pictures when we 
got home and thought I would share. The first image shows a 
couple of the beds alongside the driveway also on the front of 
the house. You can easily pick out ‘Notify Ground Crew’ in this 
shot. These beds are also shaded from the sun first thing in the 
morning and again later in the afternoon. These pics were taken 
about 3:00pm and since the flowers were still pristine looking, I 
had to make a few important crosses. I usually start my 
hybridizing rounds in these beds as they are right there when I 
come out of the house but what I should really do is head to the 
back field that gets full sun all day as the flowers don't last as 
long there. We built the house in 2009 and moved in in October. 
This year marks our third summer in the house. 
 
One flower that jumped out at me at that time was Curt's 
‘Slipped My Disco’ in the second photo. I normally see it first 
thing in the morning and it is darker with dark violet eye zone 
with hints of little white markings. I've never seen it looking like 
this but there were 5 blooms all performing the same this 
afternoon.  Pretty dramatic today!  Culver's ‘Sun Panda’ was 
looking amazing today and this shot was taken in the morning 
around 11:00 when the tour reached my place. You can see why 
it takes a while to deadhead! 
 
The last image is a seedling that a friend brought to my 
attention in my seedling field. The cross is Culver's ‘Violet Angel’ 
by a seedling of mine (‘Vertical Horizon’ x ‘Greywoods Painted 
Pony’). There are a number of good plants with superior scapes 
in this cross and I had already flagged a couple of them. This 
particular plant had an unremarkable scape but the flower 
shows more colours in the eye zone than most of the sibs. I had 

already started using the sib with the best scape in crosses but 
this is the type of flower I had hoped to get from this cross. I did 
use this pollen in a few crosses this afternoon which got me 
thinking after the fact.  Is it better to use the plant with the 
inferior plant habit but most interesting colour patterns in the 
flower or is it better to use the plant with the superior scape but 
less remarkable flower?  While on one hand we can say that the 
genetics behind both plants (sibs) are the same but am I better 
off to use the most interesting flower rather than the one with 
the best scape but less dramatic flower? 
 

Still no rain in sight. All the best.  

 

 

 

  

   

From the Robin 
by Dave Mussar 
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On a hot Saturday morning in July my wife 

and I packed the kids in the car and headed off 
to a hidden gem in Southwestern Ontario.  We 
arrived shortly after ten to the Open Gardens 
of Daylily Ensemble Gardens in St. Thomas, 
Ontario.  When we arrived,  Jane Fish was 
already busy  with several garden visitors, 
showing them the multiple beds and her 
extensive garden of companion plants that 
back onto a ravine.  As we all know, this daylily 
season was hot and quick and with the open 
garden late in July, the peak bloom was well 
over but there were still many blooming 
daylilies as well as summer perennials.  Of 
particular interest was the white and purple 
balloon flower that had hybridized itself over 
the years filling the bed as you entered the 
garden.  Some of you might know that Jane does 
hybridize daylilies so it is no surprise that her perennials 
like to hybridize themselves as well.   

This open garden was a good display of daylilies that like 
the heat and perform well with the little water that we 
have received this summer.  Still providing a show were 
daylilies such as ‘Windham Luscious Lips’, ‘Thin Man’, ‘Hot 
Ember’, ‘Gina’, ‘Elizabeth Frances Woodhall’ and ‘Jocelyn’s 
Oddity’.   Over by the statue of two girls reading a book 
was a beautiful specimen of Karol Emmerich’s 2006 intro 
‘Man of Sorrows’.  The garden was filled with over 450 
new and older varieties.   Plants were well labeled so it was 
no problem finding the names of the ones you liked.  
Some of you may remember the stained glass garden art 
that Jane donated to the Regional Meeting last summer 
and her garden had several on display.  Well before you 
knew it noon was fast approaching and we needed to get 
to that picnic we were due at next.   So if you happen to be 
in the Southwest next summer during the open garden 
season, make the effort to stop over to Jane’s garden, 
Daylily Ensemble Gardens, the symphony of flowers will 

for sure be in tune.  

  

A Visit to an Open Garden – Daylily Ensemble Gardens 
by Howard Hansford 
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Who will be the next Stout Silver 

Medal winner?  See if you can pick the winner 

from the list of entries below before the AHS awards it. 

AMERICAN 

FREEDOM 

GEORGE 

JETSON 

MARGO REED 

INDEED 

AWESOME 

CANDY 
GREY WITCH 

MYNELLE'S 

STARFISH 

BELLA SERA 
HEARTBEAT OF 

HEAVEN 
NUTMEG ELF 

BELLE COOK 
HEAVENLY 

ANGEL ICE 

PALACE 

GARDEN 

BEAUTY 

BETTY FORD 
HER BEST 

BLOOMERS 
PERSIAN RUBY 

BRER RABBIT'S 

BABY 

HILLBILLY 

HEART 

SHORES OF 

TIME 

CARNIVAL IN 

MEXICO 

HOW 

BEAUTIFUL 

HEAVEN MUST 

BE 

SPACECOAST 

GOLD 

BONANZA 

CATCHER IN 

THE EYE 

JACQUELINE 

KENNEDY 

ONASSIS 

SPACECOAST 

SEA SHELLS 

CREATURE OF 

THE NIGHT 
JANE TRIMMER 

SYMPHONY OF 

PRAISE 

FIREFLY 

FRENZY 

LAURA 

HARWOOD 
THIN MAN 

FORESTLAKE 

RAGAMUFFIN 

LIES AND 

LIPSTICK 

VICTORIAN 

LACE 

FRANCOIS 

VERHAERT 

MANDALAY 

BAY MUSIC 
WILSON SPIDER 

  WISPY RAYS 

 

 

The 2012 ODS Executive and 

Committee Chairs 

The Board  

President Faye Collins 

Vice President Brian Jones 

Secretary Sonia Rizzato 

Treasurer Ross Dettweileer 

Director Mike George 

Director Christine Longpre 

Director Brian Schram 

Member at Large Kelly Noel 

Past President Dave Mussar 

Committee Chairs  

Membership Barbara White 

Newsletter Editor Howard Hansford 

Babysitting Jenny-Lynn 

Gasparek 

Hybridizer Forum Brian Schram 

Can-Am Chair Dave Mussar 

Douglas Lycett Award David Jewell 

Webmaster Kelly Noel 
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 Upcoming ODS Events 

Most meetings are at The Royal Botanical Gardens in Burlington and begin at 

10 am. Many members drive over an hour to get to the meetings.  It is a great 
opportunity to meet other folks who are just as crazy about daylilies as you are.  
Please check the club website for meeting and event details, including location 
and room number.  

 

 October 20, 2012 10:00 am – Autumn Get Together - Royal Botanical 
Gardens, Plains Rd, Burlington Rooms 3&4. Speaker David Retallick – 
David’s Garden Service. 

 November 24, 2012 10 am – Holiday Meeting - Royal Botanical 

Gardens, Plains Rd, Burlington Rooms 3&4. Speaker Ross Dettweiler – 
Dettweiler Daylily Daze. 

 January 19, 2013 10 am – Members Meeting - Royal Botanical 
Gardens, Plains Rd, Burlington Rooms 3&4. 

 February 23, 2013 10 am – Members Meeting - Royal Botanical 

Gardens, Plains Rd, Burlington Rooms 3&4.  

 March 24, 2013 10 am – Hybridizer’s Forum - Toronto Botanical 
Gardens.  

 May 3,4,5, 2013– Can-Am Classic – Delta Toronto Airport West. 

 June 8, 2013 10 am – Babysitting Meeting & Plant Sale - Royal 

Botanical Gardens, Plains Rd, Burlington.  

 August 3 2013– ODS Picnic – Bryan Culver’s Farm. 

 
  

 

 
Dates to Remember - Future AHS National Conventions: 

2013 - The Daylily Society of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN, July 25 - 28, 2013 
 http://www.DaylilySocietyofMinnesota.org 
2014 - Western North Carolina Daylily Club, Asheville, NC, June 25 - 28, 2014 
2015 - The Daylily Society of Greater Atlanta and The Cobb County Daylily Society, 
 Atlanta, GA, June 10 - 13, 2015. 

 
 

AHS 

CORNER 

AHS Website vs AHS Membership Portal - The AHS website www.daylilies.org is where we send folks who want to 
know about the AHS. The Portal is like getting that proverbial "golden key to the washroom" that gives you access to 
all the member privileges.  The AHS Portal is located at http://www.daylilynetwork.org .   As of March 2012, the 
Portal celebrated its first "birthday".   AHS members please sign in and explore its pages.  If you have forgotten or can't 
find your User Name or Password, click on the "Contact Us" tab, and then click on "Portal & Membership Help".  
 

AHS membership is not required for some areas of the portal, such as the AHS Database and the Store where daylily-
related treasures can be purchased.  I hope every ODS member will visit the portal, there is lots to learn that will 
enhance your daylily journey!  
 

AHS E-mail Robin for AHS members - To join, write to Tim Fehr at fehrtj@charter.net 

http://www.daylilysocietyofminnesota.org/
http://www.daylilies.org/
http://www.daylilynetwork.org/
mailto:fehrtj@charter.net

