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FIRST ODS MEETING OF 2014 – CAROL & ANTHONY HAJ 
 IN THIS ISSUE 

"Here in Winter’s grasp 
        I daydream that I’m warmed by 
               barefoot spring sunshine" 

Nikki Schmith...'a girl and her garden' 

Fellow ODS Members…. 

Cold snap, deep freeze, polar vortex, 
fodder for climate change deniers, 
whatever you want to call it, we are 
definitely having a good old fashioned 
winter. I'm not sure my trees will recover 
anytime soon...the surrounding woodlot 
looks like a giant has been playing pick-
up sticks, but I think I can safely say my 
daylilies are tucked snugly under a deep 
layer of snow and salvaged evergreen 
boughs that will stay until the final spring 
melt, fingers crossed. So now’s the time 
for some daylily dreaming. 

Actually it started for me and the 30 or 
so ODS members attending our Winter 
Meeting on January 16. The forecast 
blizzard never materialized allowing 
ODS members Anthony and Carol Haj , 

Lasting Dreams Daylilies, to make their 
way from Orchard Park, New York, just 
south of Buffalo and the border to The 
Royal Botanical Gardens. Their 
presentation 'Chasing The Dream' was a 
thoroughly entertaining and chocked full 
of useful information account of how 
they went from building their own home 
on six acres of farmland 30 years ago, to 
running an heirloom vegetable stand, to 
the present day full-fledged 1300 
cultivars strong daylily operation and 
showcase that also has an AHS display 
and historical garden designation. All 
this while raising a family and working 
full time (Anthony just retired and now 
he really is exhausted). And wow did the 
duo wow us. With Carol taking the lead 
at the podium and Anthony kibitzing 
from the floor, we were treated to 
beautiful and useful visuals, lots of 
gardening how to and the ins and outs of 
starting up a daylily business. What truly 
amazed was that once they decided to 
pursue their passion, it took seven years  

Meeting Updates 

See what you missed at the October and 
November meetings.   

Page 3 

Stout by Colour 

Is there a pattern, check out the details. 

Page 4 

Meet Laughton Binns 

Meet your club’s recent Octogenarian. 

Page 5 

Who is the Hybridizer? 

Great tips from Dave on how to use the AHS 
Database. 

Page 7 

ODS Planning a Public Plant Sale 

Get the details on this springs club’s first public 
plant sale. 

Page 10 

President’s Message 
by Faye Collins 



O.D.S & ENDS NEWSLETTER - VOLUME 17 | Issue 1  2 

 

 

and 90% of the work was done while 
Anthony (he's the muscle) worked 6 
days a week. They went from having 
'the pink, the yellow and the purple' 
to the beautifully landscaped daylily 
garden of today where when you 
visit you will also find 'a shady spot, a 
cool drink and a nice view'. Carol 
says their next goal is to become a 
'garden destination'. From what I can 
tell it already is and I certainly intend 
to make my way there this summer. 

Above was just a little taste of what 
you might expect at one of our 
smaller monthly meetings and 
events where we feature our own. I 
have said it before and often, but I'll 
repeat it again. The daylily expertise, 
inspiration and breadth of know-
ledge in our own club cannot be 
underestimated and the growing tips 
and conditions reflect what we 
might find in our own gardens. Not 
only can we old-timers depend on 
learning something new but the 
information and exchange of ideas is 
invaluable to our newer members. 
And daylily enthusiasts ...growers, 
hybridizers, collectors, passionate 
gardeners can get their feet wet so 
to speak presenting in a smaller 
more intimate setting that also 
includes an annual Hybridizers 
Forum. Those attending also have 
the opportunity to participate in the 
decisions that affect the club and 
keep us on track and thriving. I know 
it's a challenge especially in the 
winter for those of you who live far 
away but we are always looking for 
new ideas for keeping you in the 
loop and involved. And if there's a 
meeting or event you really want to 
attend, let us members in 'The 
Golden Horse Shoe' know. There is 
always someone willing to put you 
up. 

Enjoy your daylily dreaming....some 
amazing catalogues coming in both 
on line and by snail mail. I'm looking 

forward to seeing many of you at our 
18th Annual CAN-AM Classic if not 
before. 
 As always it’s daylilies… 

  Faye  

president@ontariodaylily.on.ca 

 

Ontario Daylily 
Society 2014 
Hybridizer’s 

Forum 
by  Brian Schram 

The Sunday March 23rd meeting of 
the ODS will be our Fourth 
hybridizers forum. This is the 
meeting where daylily breeders will 
be able to showcase their latest 
achievements in daylily breeding. 

The site this year is at Royal 
Botanical Gardens in Hamilton.  

The Daylily community in North 
America is rich with active hybrid-
izers, both professional and 
amateur, who are producing a 
wealth of new plants in colours and 
forms not seen in most gardens. 
Ontario is particularly fortunate to 
have several daylily fanciers working 
on developing new and exciting 
flowers both for the commercial 
market and their own gratification 
and several of these hybridizers will 
be giving presentations.  

This session is open to anyone 
interested in daylilies.  You do not 
have to be a presenter or a breeder 
to attend. This is another monthly 
meeting of ODS, open to all 
members and visitors. There will be 
visual presentations of the newest in 

this popular plant to help with the 
winter doldrums. 

The meeting will start at 10.00 AM 
and continue into the afternoon, 
until the presenters are finished. 

Lunch will be pot luck, and we are 
requesting those attending to bring 
a food item. The RBG cafeteria will 
also be open. 

There is no registration or fee 
required to attend, but for purposes 
of providing seating and 
refreshments we would like to have a 
headcount so please advise myself or 
Faye Collins if you plan on attending. 

 

Brian Schram 
Chair, Hybridizers Forum 
Briary Daylilies 
Contact: 
Briary@bell.net 
Phone 905 382 5591 
 

 

  

NEW MEMBERS - WELCOME 

A big ODS welcome to new 
members 

Ross G. Kenyon, Corfu, New York 

Giles Boynowski, Blenheim, Ontario 

 

Current ODS Membership is 197 

A Big Thank You! 

 Thank you Kathy Conway for 

your years of unstintingly 

handling hospitality for the ODS 

Meetings.  Much Appreciated!  

mailto:president@ontariodaylily.on.ca
mailto:Briary@bell.net
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At the October meeting 28 members were treated to a 

brief review of the Weston Family Library at the Toronto 
Botanical Gardens.   Little do folks know that it is the 
largest horticultural library in Canada with over 10,000 
titles crossing the wide spectrum of horticulture.  
Members should check out all the neat things happening 
at the library and it is also a place you can donate those 
gardening books you no longer need. 
 
Up next John Clarke from Barrie provided an 
entertaining and informative talk, “A year in the life of a 
Northern Hybridizer” from November 2012 to October 
2013.  With slides from his small city lot and daughter’s 
house where he grows additional plants, John also 
treated us to photos of his trip south to Abundant 
Daylilies and his experience with the Lily Auction.  Often 
dreaming about daylilies on a sunny beach, John’s focus 
for hybridizing is “pretty to pretty” and he is just in it to 
have fun. After 12 years in this hobby, one thing he has 
discovered along with a lot of other hybridizers is "It's a 
numbers game". The more seedlings you grow the higher 
the tendency to develop that special daylily. Of course you 
need to be persistent on a new break-through, stay within 
your limits, give a lot of credit to good luck and have fun. 
Is the hobby of daylily hybridizing worth it? John provided 
his pros and cons and got us all thinking about what 
plants we will want to cross next summer.  The 
meeting finished up as always with food, fun, and 
fellowship. 
 
The ODS Holiday Meeting is always a lot of fun and 
this year was no exception.  On November 30th, 32 
members (including 4 new members first time at a 
meeting) came to hear what Mike Patterson from 
Sunderland, 40 Km north of Lake Ontario, had to 
say about “Definitely Diploids”.   It wasn’t a talk 
about Dips versus Tets and no tomatoes were 
thrown, one of Mike’s key objectives for the talk.  It 
more was a talk about why diploids, why daylilies 
and why garden? Gorgeous photos of the property 
showed that Mike truly has a nature reserve 
providing natural food for birds and wild life.  For 
daylilies, Mike is hybridizing for very rapid re-bloom 
and cool morning opening similar the success of 
‘Early and Often’ by Huben.   
 

The Holiday Meeting ended with a member pot-luck 
lunch, where there is always so much food and the 
infamous mystery gift game.  There were some hot items 
this year and a few steals added excitement to the 
afternoon.  Thanks to all members for being so creative 
with the mystery gifts and your contributions to the pot-

luck.   

2013 October and Holiday Meetings 
by Howard Hansford 
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Ever since the robin vote began for this year’s Stout, I 

have been wondering about Stout winners by 
colour.  Obviously, I have too much time on my hands 
today so I looked up each Stout winner in the AHS 
database to ascertain the colour listed. There are a variety 
of names in the orange spectrum and yellow spectrum but 
I have reduced them all to one word terms. ED MURRAY is 
a black red so I just called it red. CARNIVAL IN MEXICO 
was a bit of a challenge. I went with rose. Should rose go 
with the reds or the pinks? I used rose as a separate 
category.  

I was a bit surprised by the results. Maybe some of you will 
find this of interest. 

Stout By Colour for all award years. 

Total in 64 years 

21 gold, yellow 

14 pink 

11 apricot, melon, orange, peach 

7 buff, cream, white 

5 lavender, mauve 

4 red 

2 rose 

64 years divided by 4 is 16 years per quarter. Here are the 
colours per quarter. 

1998 – 2013 

3 gold, yellow 

3 pink 

3 buff, cream, white 

3 lavender, mauve 

2 apricot, melon, orange, peach 

1 red 

1 rose 

1982 – 1997 

8 pink 

3 gold, yellow 

2 buff, cream, white 

1 apricot, melon, orange, peach 

1 lavender 

1 rose 

0 red 

1966 – 1981 

9 gold, yellow 

2 pink 

2 buff, cream, white 

1 apricot, melon, orange, peach 

1 lavender 

1 red 

0 rose 

1950 – 1965 

7 apricot, melon, orange, peach 

6 gold, yellow 

2 red 

1 pink 

0 buff, cream, white, lavender, mauve 

0 rose 

  

Stout by Colour 
by Cheryl M. Taylor 
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Laughton has been a member of ODS for 11 years.  His 

interest started with his retirement and he was 
mentored, in the early days of getting his feet wet, by 
Maureen Strong.  He was quite keen and attended 
several Can Am Classics as well as regular meetings.  
Laughton was also involved in the babysitting program 
at one stage. 
His daylilies numbering about 80 different varieties are 
to be found in his cottage gardens in Barrie.  He has 
procured plants at the Can Am and ODS sales as well 
as from the gardens Maureen Strong, Tom Gratrix, 
Gary Carlson and the Potting Shed to mention a few. 

Over the last 10 years, he has encouraged many family 
and friends to add daylilies to their gardens.  Always 
willing to help with advice, he is still sought out by 
friends to answer questions and add guidance.  His 
grandchildren have also become quite informed about 
daylilies and on their visits to the cottage are always 
willing to help in the garden, especially to dead head. 

In the past few years, Parkinson’s has taken a toll on 
Laughton and although he is less able to work in the 
garden, he continues to struggle on and help somewhat in 
the garden.  This year his involvement has become even 
more limited, but he still loves to talk daylilies to anyone 
who will listen about his blooms and to watch each day for 
which plants are in bloom. 

Although he never got into hybridizing, he can still enjoy 
walking on the deck and grounds of the cottage to check 
on the plants and chat with passers-by.  With limited 
vision and movement, this joy has become more difficult 
but he still enjoys his garden and relishes hearing of 
other’s progress. 

While attendance at meetings is less frequent now, he 
commented after the October meeting –“It certainly gets 
the adrenalin flowing”. 

Laughton has also been known to gift plants such as 
“Bahama Butterscotch” for a golden 50th anniversary.  In 
his own way he has become a daylily advocate. 

As Laughton turned 80 years young in October 2013, he 
reminisced about his hobby recalling many favourite 
moments in his garden. 

May you continue to find pleasure in both your garden and 
ODS and keep on blooming for others with enthusiasm.   

Wishing you all the best in the years 
ahead!  

 

  

Meet Laughton Binns, Octogenarian 
by Marion Binns 

Want to contribute 
more to your ODS 

Club? 

Consider taking on the ODS 
Library or Meeting 

Hospitality roles.  Connect 
with Faye Collins for more 

details.  

president@ontariodaylily.on.ca 

 

mailto:president@ontariodaylily.on.ca
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A hybridizer well-known to our club, this year’s Stout 

Silver Medal winner is Jamie Gossard’s ‘Heavenly Angel 
Ice’ introduced in 2004.  ‘Heavenly Angel Ice’ is a nice 8 
inch flower, near white, very ruffled unusual form with 
sepals that twist and curl on 36 inch stalks.  Both the 
petals and sepals are ruffled and it has a green throat that 
calls you to the bloom.  Blooming mid to late in the season 
this dormant daylily does provide rebloom right up to the 
last frost in the north.  A perfect flower all day long, by 
noon it’s pure white, nice til after dark.   Jamie comments 
that it is his most important white breeder that arrived 
from many years of line bred white breeding.   
 
Having 5 way branching and a 27 bud count this diploid  
has been converted by many other hybridizers to use in 
their tet programs since it is easily fertile both ways. This 
daylily won an Honorable Mention award in 2007 and has 
produced some incredible kids (26 to date in database, 9 
by Gossard).  I understand from others that this daylily is 
an outstanding garden cultivar and I certainly will enjoy 
adding this Stout to my collection next summer. 
  
While there can only be one winner, we all know that the 
runners up will make good garden plants as well.  This 
year’s runners up in order are as follows: 

 

 

 

‘Heavenly Angel Ice’ (Frozen Mert x Heavenly Curls) 

 

  

2013 Stout Silver Medal 
by Howard Hansford 

‘Spacecoast Sea Shells’ 

Kinnebrew, J 

 

‘Look Here Mary’ 
Cranshaw 

 

‘Thin Man’  

Trimmer, D 

 

‘Firefly Frenzy’ 
Joiner, J 
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I frequently use the AHS Registration Database to answer 

all kinds of daylily questions.  For instance, I might wonder 
who are the parents to a certain cultivar, is this one a dip 
or a tet, what year was this plant registered, who is the 
hybridizer and many other questions.  All these and more 
can be answered by simply referencing the AHS 
Registration Database.  You can find this by going to the 
AHS website at http://www.daylilies.org/.  In the left 
hand column click on ‘Daylily Database Online’ and you 
are there.  I use the database so frequently that that I have 
this link saved as a favourite on every computer, tablet 
and even my smart phone!  You never know where you 
might be when you need an answer to a burning daylily 
question! 

When you click on the link it opens a page to let you 
search by ‘Cultivar Name’ or by ‘Hybridizer’.  For this 
column I would like to focus on some subtle nuances to 
the hybridizer search function. 

As an example, say you want to see how many cultivars 
Bryan Culver has registered.  If you type “Culver” into the 
Hybridizer box it will return 114 cultivars.  However if you 
look closely most of these will show Culver-B as the 
hybridizer (that would be Bryan) but there are 5 cultivars 
where the hybridizer is just listed as Culver.  The 
convention for identifying the hybridizer is that the first 
person with that last name is listed as in this example 
Culver but any subsequent Culver hybridizers will then be 
differentiated with a hyphen and their first name initial or 
Culver-B in this example.  The first Culver registered 
several plants in the mid-1960’s and while it is not beyond 
the realm of possibility that this was Bryan, it in fact was 
another Culver!  Who knew? 

A few other examples might be instructive.  We often see 
this with families of hybridizers.  If you search Hybridizer = 
Hansen you will find a few different breeders.  The original 
Hansen was Ra Hansen, while those cultivars registered by 
her son Dan show as Hansen-D.  You may also notice 9 
cultivars registered by Hansen-D.V. which I believe is 
David Hansen who is not a relative of the others but is an 
example of the convention used when you have two or 
more hybridizers with the same last name and the same 
first initial! 

Did you know that cultivars registered by David Kirchhoff 
are listed with the hybridizer as “Kirchhoff-D.”?  The 
reason?  His father, Ed Kirchhoff, was the first in the family 
to register a daylily.  If you search ‘Hybridizer = Kirchhoff’ 
the database returns 655 listings, however a search on 
Kirchhoff-D will show that 621 of these are by “The” David 
Kirchhoff.   

For the Stamiles, Pat’s registrations are under Stamile but 
those by Grace are under Stamile-G.  The Shooters 
(Marietta Daylilies) show registrations by John Shooter 
(Shooter) but also by Faye and Elizabeth Shooter 
(Shooter-E and Shooter-F, respectively).  The Joiners, 
Salters and Gossards are another multi-generation 
families of hybridizers, all reflected differently in the 
database.  Just for fun I looked to see how many 
hybridizers showed up when I searched for the last names 
of Smith or Jones.  I lost track of the number of variations 
after the first few pages! 

The AHS Registration Database online is a rich source of 
information at your fingertips.  I hope these tips will help 
you refine your searches to find what you are looking for.

 

 

 

  

AHS Database – Who is the Hybridizer? 
by Dave Mussar 

 

http://www.daylilies.org/
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You have had all winter to review those pictures of your 

seedlings and select your submissions.  Now don’t forget 
to get your babies submitted in time to be considered.  
The 2013 Douglas Lycett Award deadline for submission is 
February 28th, 2014.  This award formally recognizes a 
daylily seedling hybridized by an ODS member that has 
shown itself to be of high quality in both plant and flower 
attributes.  Voting for this award will take place at the 
2014 Can-AM Classic.   

For full details on the Lycett Award please visit the ODS 
website at  

www.ontariodaylily.on.ca/pages/Lycettpages/LycettA

wardCRITERIA.html   

 

Time is running out…get those plans made 
into reality! 
 
The Ontario Daylily Society’s first Birdhouse Contest at 
the 2010 Can-Am CLASSIC was enthusiastically supported 
by all in attendance and now has become an annual 
tradition.  Now is the time to get organized, design and 
build that bird house for the judging at the 2014 Can-Am 
Classic.  There are always great prizes and members love 
to bid on them too so your project is an important 
fundraiser for the club. 
 
We want this to be an entertaining event for Can-Am 
Classic participants – viewing, voting and the auction - as 
well as a rewarding experience for those who create and 
enter a birdhouse.   Check out the rules for the contest in 

the October 2013 ODS & Ends Newsletter.  
 

Douglas Lycett Award 
Submissions 

 
         

18th ANNUAL CAN-AM 
DAYLILY CLASSIC 

 

May 9th - 11th, 2014 

Featuring: 

BOB FAULKNER – Dayton, Ohio  

MICHAEL GROSSMAN – West Concord, Minnesota 

CARL HARMON – Hudson, New Hampshire 

RICHARD HOWARD – Wallingford, Connecticut 

DAVID KIRCHHOFF – Lawrenceburg, Kentucky 

HENRY LORRAIN – Orono, Ontario 

BILL WALDROP – Marietta, Georgia 

FRIDAY        7:00 p.m. - Region 4 Business Meeting                        
        8:00 p.m. - Speaker Presentations 
SATURDAY    8:00 a.m. – Registration/continental breakfast  
         9:00 a.m. - Full day's program of speakers 
                       - includes lunch plus Plant Sale, Live   
Auction,  Silent Auction, Chinese Auction and lots of fun!          
        6:00 p.m. - Evening banquet–dine with the  
   speakers (optional) 

SUNDAY        9:00 a.m. - Garden Judges’ Workshop I  

Registration - $90 (Cdn/ US) postmarked before April 1st 

After April 1st - $100;   Youth - $50 

Registrars: Gabriele and Ross Dettweiler  

5003 Fountain St. N. 

Breslau, Ontario N0B 1M0 

Phone 519-648-2408 or email:  dettweiler@sympatico.ca 

Delta Toronto Airport West, 5444 Dixie Road, (1 block 
south of the 401), 

 Mississauga, Ontario. L4W 2L2 

Phone 905-624-1144 

For further details and registration forms 
(mail in or online) please visit: 

http://www.ontariodaylily.on.ca 

 

CAN-AM Classic 
Birdhouse Contest 

 

http://www.ontariodaylily.on.ca/pages/Lycettpages/LycettAwardCRITERIA.html
http://www.ontariodaylily.on.ca/pages/Lycettpages/LycettAwardCRITERIA.html
http://www.ontariodaylily.on.ca/
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For many years I have been hybridizing daylilies. My 

gardens are on the north shore of Lake Erie, in Lowbanks, 

near Dunnville. I have web pages that give exact directions 

to the property (jpdaylilies.ca), and I have advertised in 

local newspapers, told friends, and in general tried to get 

many people to come to my gardens in bloom season. 

Alas, most people cannot find my gardens. Even some 

using GPS could not find my gardens. The gardens are too 

far from the main roads, and difficult to find. With the 

gardens in the back yard, even neighbours living three 

houses away from my property usually have not noticed 

the acres of flowers. I had a neighbour of ten years 

recently discover the gardens – after another neighbour 

mentioned that she should go and see. 

When people do arrive and walk into the garden area in 
the back yard, they are simply amazed. They tell me over 
and over that if only they knew, they would have come 
often. 

I note that many hybridizers in ODS have the same 
problem – beautiful gardens and daylilies, but difficult to 
find or simply too far away.  

The result of “difficult to find” or “too far away” is that I 
spend a lot more money growing my daylilies than I earn 
selling them. Wouldn’t it be nice if my costs were covered 
by my sales? Better yet – what if I made a profit selling 
daylilies!  

 

A few years ago, I was fortunate to be able to buy 7 acres 
of land in Beamsville, with 700 feet of frontage on the 
QEW. In the last two years I have been working on the 
property to create a daylily garden that is easy to find, 
easy to get to and should attract a lot of people during 
bloom season. About 10,000 cars pass the gardens every 
hour. If only 1% stop, I will still have 100 people an hour 
stopping to look and probably buy daylilies. 

At this point, I have cleared 3.25 acres of land for planting. 
A nearby greenhouse was demolished and converted into 
townhouses. Its soil had a tiny amount of DDT in it, which 
is not acceptable for residential, but fine for flowers. I was 
able to have them bring 250 truckloads of soil from the 
greenhouse to my land for planting (almost free – I had to 
pay for the trucking). It’s not perfect soil but workable. It 
has some clay, some sand, and some organics. In wet 
conditions it is a brown mud, but it seems fine for daylilies. 
The property itself is largely clay, so moisture retention is 
excellent. I have moved about 2000 daylilies to the 
property so far, and shall be moving another 2000 – 3000 
in May. I have dug a pond for watering the gardens during 
the dry spells in the summer. And I have built a barn for 
storing farm equipment such as golf carts, atv, lawn 
mower, and empty flower pots. The barn is allowed to 
have 10% dedicated for retail sales, and I have a 400 sq ft 
retail section in progress. There is parking for 10 cars in 
front and 10 more behind the barn, as well as space for 
another 20 or so along the sides of the driveway, and 
room for another 20 or so on the side of the road. I have a 
circular driveway so large vehicles can turn around easily 
including busses. I believe that everything will be ready 
this July for lots of customers. 

Dynamic Daylilies Inc 
by John Burgener 

 

What the barn and gardens should look like 
this summer. (edited photo) 

 

A photo of the property, showing 
the QEW on the left and Dynamic 

Daylilies’ barn on the right. 
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This is a great location as people can easily see the 
gardens and barn from the QEW as they drive by and 
there are exits either side of the location for easy 
immediate access. I think it should attract a lot of 
customers, but if I actually have 100 people an hour, I will 

sell everything in a few days. So I need daylilies. Lots of 
them. Thousands. The problem is that I have 

spent my budget (and more) preparing the land and the 
barn, so I shall not be buying any this year. However, most 
of us hybridizing daylilies sell few and spend a lot. I have 
seen other’s gardens with thousands of seedlings growing 
beautifully, but rarely being sold. Eventually we run out of 
space and have to mulch hundreds or thousands of 
excellent plants, just not desirable to keep for hybridizing 
along our preferred lines. I suggest that instead of 
mulching them, if they are good plants, it would be 
desirable to sell them to gardeners who want something 
unique, different, and special. And most of what is being 
mulched fits those criteria perfectly.  

I do not think that I have enough daylilies to sell to the 
public who I hope will flood onto my property this July. 

Most of you do not have enough customers buying your 
excess daylilies. If anyone would like to split the sale price 
with me, I have space, location and hopefully enough staff 
to sell them. I offer to give you space for your daylilies to 
grow on my property, or if delivered in pots, space and 
water and care to maintain them until they are sold, in 
exchange for a 50:50 split on any sales. If you want $10 
each, I will list them at $20. If you want $100, they will be 
listed at $200. At present I have about 1 acre ready for 
planting, but I have an excavation company working on 
the property installing a septic system in February, and 
then they will be grading the rest of the property. So by 
May it will be ready for 2.5+ acres of flowers. I will provide 
sales staff and students for weeding and caring for the 
gardens and a warm welcome for those stopping to look 
as well as for those who want to buy. You can rely on our 
staff for the sales, or if you wish, you will be welcome to be 
at the gardens to meet the customers too. 

If anyone is interested in using our property to sell 
daylilies, please email me: John@Burgener.ca, or 

John@DynamicDaylilies.ca.  

 

Your Board is planning to host a spring public daylily plant 

sale. Details are not final at this time. The location we had 
hoped for is not available so other locations are being 
considered. The intent is to have a sales location in the 
Guelph area in late May. This will be finalized by the end of 
March so that promotion of our sale can begin.  

We plan to reach out to all Horticultural Groups in the area 
of Cambridge, Kitchener/Waterloo, Milton and Guelph 
through email distribution. To make this Public Plant Sale a 

success we need your support in supplying us with plants 
to make available for sale. We all have plants in our gardens 
that have gotten too big and need thinning or those that no 
longer fit in our hybridizing programs. Consider offering 
these for our sale.  

Stay tuned, details on how all this will be handled will 

be forthcoming. If you would like to give us input, feel free 

to email any of the Board members.  

 

Public Plant Sale This Spring? – You Bet Yah.  
by Don Blakely 

mailto:John@Burgener.ca
mailto:John@DynamicDaylilies.ca
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I can't help wondering why there are no simple tasks in 

the garden anymore. Ken says it is because I chase rabbits. 
Well, I may work like a dog around here but I certainly 
don't chase rabbits. For example, I had on my list to move 
one clump of daylilies to my border. No dividing, washing, 
trimming, etc. - just moving.  

Sounded easy enough.  

But first I had to move FOUR older clumps out so that the 
one newer clump could go in. And of course with this 
being August in the garden, the entire 6' X 6' area had to 
be weeded. And this turned out to be major also. There 
were trees to dig out (hey I'm not proud of that) and 
poison ivy to be lifted carefully and disposed of. Then of 
course the soil needed replenishing so I had to go get a 
few bags of mix, soil conditioner, and cow manure. Oh I 
uncovered a fire ant hill and had to go get the ant killer to 
put around that. Then, it needed to be blended well so I 
had to go get the tiller and till the area. The tiller had been 
put up dirty so I had to clean out the tines and give it a 
good washing. A shrub was protruding out and I had to 
trim that back.   

Finally, I was ready to plant the ONE clump. Then I had to 
go get mulch and mulch that space. The name tag was 
looking worn so I had to go hunt a new marker and spray 
paint it green. Back to the house for my label maker to 
make a fresh label. Some fertilizer and watering in and I 
was finished. After hauling away debris and putting away 
tools - the deed was done. So I am trying my best to feel 

productive today. I planted ONE clump of daylilies and 
it only took me 3 hours.  

And I didn't even SEE a rabbit. 

Once again a seemingly simple planting turned into a full 
blown melodrama. I had a couple new acquisitions to plant 
with space for them already set aside.  

Simple - right?  

Well of course I had to add some Black Kow to the soil 
before planting so off I go on my old rugged golf cart back 

to the supply stack for a bag. That's when things got 
complicated. Recent rains had made all the bags a lot 
heavier so I thought I better add a little more muscle to my 
pitch when tossing the bag onto the floorboard of the 
cart. Apparently I didn't know my own strength. I 
overthrew the bag which rolled over onto the gas pedal of 
my cart and off she went! So I spent the better part of the 
next 2 hours (I couldn't make this kind of stuff up) trying to 
retrieve my cart from the adjoining woods on a slope not 
too far from the creek. A couple phone calls and two sons 
later and I was through 'chasing rabbits' for the day and 
back on task.  

Of course Ken found it all quite amusing. After a few jokes 
about my learning to control how I sling s--t (manure) 
around, and a scolding about texting while driving, and a 
full rendition of song via cellphone about Cindy of the 
jungle watching out for that tree, it was back to planting 

three daylilies. And it only took 3 hours. 

  

Simple Tasks!  
by Cindy Dye Zone 7 NC – from the Robins 

Quotable Quotes 

"The first day of spring is one thing, and the first 
spring day is another. The difference between 

them is sometimes as great as a month." 
 

- Henry Van Dyke 
 

“To learn how plants grow, you have to be willing 
to take cash and set it on fire.” 

- Garden Design Magazine 

 



O.D.S & ENDS NEWSLETTER - VOLUME 17 | Issue 1  12 

 

 

O.D.S & 
Ends 

Newsletter - Volume 17 

Editor Howard Hansford 

Photography Nick White 

Proofing & Distribution Kelly Noel 

 

Next Newsletter Deadline 

June 1st, 2014 

 

www.ontariodaylily.on.ca 

 

 

 

Upcoming ODS Events 

Most meetings are at The Royal Botanical Gardens in Burlington and begin at 10 

am.  It is a great opportunity to meet other folks who are just as excited about 
daylilies as you are.  Please check the club website for the most current meeting and 
event details.  

 

 February 22 2014– Escaping The Winter Doldrums - Royal Botanical 
Gardens, Rooms 3&4. It’s Show Time – Selections from the AHS Library. 

 March 23 2014   11am – 5pm – Hybridizer’s Forum - Royal Botanical 
Gardens, Café Annex.  

 May 9-11 2014– 18th Annual CAN-AM Classic – Delta Toronto Airport 
West. 

 June 14 2014– Baby Sitting Program - Royal Botanical Gardens, Rooms 
3&4. 

 August 2 2014   11am – 4pm – ODS Picnic – Mike Georges hosting 

 September 20 2014– Fall Meeting and AGM -Delta Toronto Airport West 

 October 25 2014– The Autumn Get Together - Royal Botanical Gardens, 
Rooms 3&4. Showcasing True North Daylilies – Tim Hobbs 

 November 29 2014– The Holiday Meeting & Potluck - Royal Botanical 
Gardens, Rooms 3&4. Some Like it Red – Brian Schram. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dates to Remember - Future AHS National Conventions: 

2014 - Western North Carolina Daylily Club, Asheville, NC, June 25 - 28, 2014 
2015 - The Daylily Society of Greater Atlanta and The Cobb County Daylily Society, 
 Atlanta, GA, June 10 - 13, 2015. 

 
 

Congratulations 

Congrats to Jane Fish who had two of her photos published in the 
AHS 2014 Calendar, one in November and one in December.  It is 

fitting that the November photo is Hanson’s “Odds and Ends”  

 

http://www.ontariodaylily.on.ca/

